This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://google.com/books?id=sd4KAAAAYAAJ&ie=ISO-8859-1

Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOS[Q



Digitized by GOOg[G






Digitized by GOOg[G



THE

CORRESPONDENCE

AND

DIARY

OF

PHILIP DODDRIDGE, D.D.

ILLUSTRATIVE OF

VARIOUS PARTICULARS IN HIS LIFE HITHERTO UNKNOWN:
WITH

NOTICES OF MANY OF HIS CONTEMPORARIES;
AND A SKETCH OF THE ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF THE

. TIMES IN WHICH HE LIVED.

EDITED
FROM THE ORIGINAL MSS.

BY HIS GREAT GRANDSON,

JOHN DODDRIDGE HUMPHREYS, ESQ.

VOL. IL

¢ LONDON:

. HENRY COLBURN AND RICHARD BENTLEY,
NEW BURLINGTON STREET.

1829.




77T Sy, 63042515

/¥ ;,uai, /8

(7
/1Pl A /.r/ uu/
/

C. Whittingham, 21, l«;o:; Court, Chancery Lzmc_ B



CONTENTS.

VOL. II.

SECTION I

GexeraL Observations, with some Memoranda made by
Dr. Doddridge, as an-Assistance in the Discharge of his
Ministerial Duties at Kibworth, and a Continuation of

his Confidential Gorrespondence........ccvvvvueen.
LETTERS.—1725.

Feb. 15. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D. D...........
A friendly vindication.

Feb. 17. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D.............

Ministerial encouragements at Kibworth, and a pleasing anticipation
relative to Catharine Freeman,

Feb. 17. To his Sister, Mrs. Nettleton ...............
A gentle reproof.
Feb. 17. To his Cousin, Mr. Doddridge ....... comerea
An Irish question.
Feb. 17. To his Uncle and Aunt Norton ......o00uunnn
Congratulations upon their domestic and devotional advantages,

March 18. ToMr. **** .. ... e tetesieeserenenenn
An account of his inceme from Kibworth, &e.

March 25. To Anthony Massey, Esq. .............. .
Recommending an object of benevolence.

March 25. To his Cousin, Mr. Doddridge . ........... .
A pious reflection.

March 25. To his Sister, Mrs. Nettleton ............. .
.A case in which philosophy might be necessary.

Pag

10

10

11

13

16

19



i CONTENTS.
Page
1725. .
April 6. To Mr. Thomas Freeman ...........co00e... 21

Advice on a variety of subjects connected with that gentleman’s
intended voyage.

April 6. To the Rev. John Mason, A. M. ............. 26
A good reason for not writing more at large.

May 29. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ..... ceeeee. 27

Report of the Doctor’s death, notice of Mr. David Some’s illness,
perplexity of his affair with Catharine Freeman, interested views of
her mother, &c.

May 29. To the Rev. Mr.‘Tong Ceeeieeaaa Cheeaes . 32
Vindicates his conduct as to Coventry.

May 29. To his Uncle, Mr. Norton .., ......covvnen.. 36
An account of a visit from his cousin.

May 29. To the Rev. John Mason, M. A. ............. 38

Metaphorical allusions, &c.
May 29. ToMiss Clark. . ..........0vivivine.. 40
Friendly conselations :nder a duappointuwm of the heat

May 29. To Mr. John Massey ............. ieene.. 43
. Despotic influence of a lady’s glance.
May 29. To his Sister, Mrs. Nettleton. .. .......... ... 46

Pleasing remarks on the power of affection.

June 4. To Miss Freeman....................00... 47
Impassioned expostulations on the inconsistency of her late conduct.

June 29. ToMlssFreeman..................... 50
Describes the perturbed state of mind in which he had been involved
for a considérablé fithé ; pleads strongly with her affections, and names
as a last resouree those noble consolations which may even still the
stormy ocean of disappointed love.
July 21. To Mr. Thomas Freeman .:.......... R <
Advice on several important points of practical religion. -
Aug. 5. To his Brother-in-law, the Rev. John Nettleton .. 55
Literary remarks of an interesting character ; and some particulars
not unimportant relative to Catharine Freeman.
Aug. 18. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D........... 60
Tender disappointments not always without their advantages.



CONTENTS.

1725,
Sept. 22. To his Sister, Mrs. Nettleton «.ocovouvuneeren

Account of an alarming accident ; consoling advice under adverse
circumstances and a trymg situation.

Sept. 25. To Miss Freeman........
Tender, candid, and delibérate.
Nov. 17. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D. D........ ceees
A change of residence ; notice of the Freeman family ; &c.
Nov. 17. To the Rev. Samuel Wright, D.D. .........
That gentleman’s Treatise on Regeneration highly acceptable and
useful in the congregation at Kibworth, &e.
Nov. 17. To the Rev. Nathaniel Wood, D.D...........
A prodigious instance of friendship! with other matter equally
important.
Nov. 17. To Anthony Massey, Esq. .............
A safe promise.
Nov. 17. To the Rev. Matthew Clark ................
A notice of the works of Dr, Watts,

6ec.l.ToIadyRuuell. ..... P P
Polite and pious.
1726.
Jan. 27. To Mr. Hughes. ..... ciesesasese tescesanns

Friendship increased by absence; delight hﬂblded by classical
studies ; pithy thoughts on conformity, and a recantation quite as
sincere as those generally made on more serious occasions.

Jan. 27. To the Rev. Nathaniel Wood, D.D...........
Affectionate oongratulauons on his recent marriage, written in a
strain of mingled gallantry and sentiment.

March 6. To the Rev. 8amuel Clark, D. D.
The immediate cause of his final mtngement from Caﬂmnne
Freeman, with some pious reflections peculiarly touching at such a
moment. )

March 10. To his Brother-in-law, the Rev. John Nettleton
Laconic but circumstantial.
March 21. To Mnss Freeman ....coveveveerennnss eee
Kind but firm. ’
April 1. To Miss Freeman........c.coovvviinnee,

An affectionate and-argumentative expaamon of the thons at
issue between them, with a postacript conveying an important caution.

vii
Page

62

65

66

. 69

72

74

76

78

79

83

86

88

89

91



-viil CONTENTS.

April 27. To Miss Clark ......... cevescevensrane .. 105
Reasons for awakening the tenderness of her friendship ; with an
instance of the danger of construing a lady’s expressions in too literal
a sense.

April 27. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ...... eee.. 108
Self vindication sometimes a necessary although a painful duty.
May 7. To Miss Freeman +.......o0uevn... ceeeesss 110

A solemn citation of certain circumstances, and an exposé of the
unreasonable nature of her suspicions. _
May 9. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D............ 116
Friendly sympathy ; a notice of the appearance of Rapin’s History,
&c, .
June 11. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D............. 118
Details relative to his late studies ; the controversy then agitated on
the grounds of the Christian faith ; remarks on Demosthenes, Virgil,
. Pliny, Brand's History, Cmdock’s Apostolic History, Boyse’s Ser-
mons, &c. . .
June 11. To Mr. John Massey Ceenreseeisses ceeeens 123
A grave admonition, with some instructive reflections on a difficult
subject.
June 11. To his Sister, Mrs. Nettleton........ R 11
An interesting announcement.
June 11. To the Rev. Nathaniel Wood, D.D. ......... 126

Direct and forcible.

June 14. To Mrs. Wright ............ ceretentianas 127
Constancy, how far a virtue !
June 23. To Miss Jennings . ..ccooeveennoeannn. ... 129
Tronical, within the verge of fmndshnp
June 25. To Miss Jennings ............. terescenn .. 130
) .Playful advice on a grave theme.
June 28. To Mr. Hughes ........ Cevesesesteresnns 132

Expressions of ardent friendship, literary remarks; caution against
indulging a love of solitude ; pleasing anecdote of Mrs. Jennings ; re-
port relative to Addison, &c.
June. To his Brother-in-law, the Rev. John Nettleton.... 138
An amusing description of the diurnal toils and pleasures of a student



CONTENTS. ix
Page
1726.
June 30. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D............. 140
Fatal thunder-storm, singular dream, &c.
June 30. To Miss Elizabeth Clark...........o0vv.... 145
Remarh’seriouslnd sportive, on the education of young ladies.
June 30. To Miss Hannah Clark . .........c000u0n... 148
Congratulations on a recent conquest, written in a strain of agreeable
raillery. .
July 11. From Mr. Hughes ........vovvuunnieeenae. 152
Reflections on the vanity of human desires ; a remark almost pro-
phetic ; and some ¢ Stanzas on the Last Day.”
July 19. To Mr. John Massey .. ...c.cvvenveencnsna. 158
The consolations of religion affectionately urged on the recent loss
of his brother, with a pathetic allusion to one whose hopes were in that
instance still more severely blighted.
Sept. 20. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. o......... 163
A humorous simile ; pleasing incident ; character of Mrs. Jennings,
&c.
Sept. 20. To Mr. Hughes ......oveeviinnreaeee. . 166
An account of a late visit to Coventry.

Sept. 24. From Mr. Hughes ........c.c0vcvnaeee... 169
Remarks of a general nature, opinions on books, &c.

Sept. 24. Toa young Lady ...ccveveveeneneenen eens 172
An innocent visit in a dangerous direction, a curious dissertation on
love, and a gentle allusion of correctional import.
Sept. 29. From the Rev. Nathaniel Wood, D.D. ....... 178
Pertinent remarks gaily expressed ; cases in which modern writers
have borrowed from the ancients ; curious similitude in style and sen-
timent between the Moral Sentences of Homer and the Proverbs of
Solomon ; &¢.

Oct. 5. To the Rev. Mr. Bradley ......c...cc00enee.. 182
A sample of the best news from London !

Oct. 29. From Mr. Hughes ........ cetescaeeesaaas 183
On his disappointment in the Lottery.
Nov. 6. To Mr. Hughes ......... Creeee Cerveeves .. 184

Consolatory reflections on the probable benefits of what appeared an
adverse providence.
Nov. 13. To the Rev. Samuel Wright, D.D. .......... 188
Pleasing particulars relative to Mrs. Jennings, &c.




x CONTENTS.

Page
1726.
Nov. 15. To the Rev. Mr. Tong . ..... PP 827
Matters relative to Kibworth, &c.
Nov. 5. To the Rev. Mr. Morell ....... eeresaneeees 194
Domestic circumstances, &c.
Nov. 23. To Miss Hannah Clark....... teeesnnans ... 196
A potent proof of friendship; an urgent case ; and & notice of Mr.
Hughes as a preacher.
Nov. 23. To the Rev. Obadiah Hughes........... e.. 199
Advantages which he has derived from his friendship, &c.
Nov. To Mr. John Massey ............ ceeees ceeeaes 201
Important considerations connected with the prosecution of gmn!
studies.
Nov. 25. To the Rev. Obadiah Hughes............... 207
A cordial invitation. .
Nov. 27. To Mr. George Hughes .................. . 210
Subjects to be attended to in their proposed correspondence.
Nov. 30. To the Rev. Nathaniel Wood, D.D.......... . 214
The sorrows of a bachelor! a reason for finding classical authors
unusually interesting, and an inquiry as to the causes which deterred
the sacred writers from treating more directly of the evils arising from
indiscreet and extravagant love.
Dec. 2. To Mr. Gatteridge ...... Ceeeereeiaceiiaaae 222
A droll account of a singular matter. .
Dec. To the Rev. Obadiah Hughes .................. 225
Literary remarks, &c.

Dec. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ............... 228
Interesting observations on a variety of books.

Dec. 9. To the Rev. Obadiah Hughes ........... vee.. 230
Friendly advice, and an innocent temptation.
Dec. 12. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D. D....... cenee. 234
Character of Mr, Hughes ; sermon at Northampton, &c.
Dec. 20. To the Rev. Mr. Richards. .. .. P ceee.. 236
Some theological queries.
Dec. 22. To the Rev. Mr. Burrows ......... ceereaes. 238

Relative to a friend in affliction, &c.



CONTENTS. xi

Page
1727. v
Jan. To Miss Jennings ...... PR Vereereereeeaas 241
o A courteous reproof. ) )
Jan. 17. To Mrs. Jennings........cocvvennnnn. .. 247

An instance of friendship, but one not always so acceptable e it
should be.

Jan. 18. To Mrs. Wingate.....c..ovviiviernnnnnnann 252
On egotism, the management of temper, &c.

Jan. To the Rev. Samuel Wright, D.D. . ........ e... 258

Thanking him for his Treatise, &c.
Jan. 19. To the Rev. Obgdiah Hughes ............... 262
A friendly caution on a delicate subject. :

Jan. 27. To Miss Jennings . ........ e eeeaeeans .. 265
On a very agreeable change in her behaviour.

Feb. 25. To Lady Russell ................. e 267

Trifling madoms playfully tdd
March 21. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D. D........ .. 270

A caution as to certain grave eharges—a remark oa Dr. Lardner’s
‘¢ Credibility,” &c.

March 21. To.the Bev. Mr. Richards ................ 272
Critical remarks on some important passages of Scripture.

March. From the Rev. Obadiah Hughes .............. 281
The advantages of solitude, and the futility of ambition.

April 8. To the Rev. Mr. Richards-............... ... 283

Interesting remarks on the caution shown in the character of Christ ;
the miracle at the pool of Sildam, &c.

April 10. To Lady Russell....... Ceeeeeeeie e 290
Pious reflections on the death of Mr. David Some.
April 10. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D............. 292
His friendship for the late Mr. David Some, &c.
April 15. To Lady Russell.............. cesascrvane 294
Some moumful part:cuhxs
April 19. To Miss Clark ....... PR N 296

Pathetic account of the funeral of Mr. David Some.



xii CONTENTS.
Page

SECTION II.

A brief Inquiry as to the Sources of Popularity in the Pulpit;
with a Consideration of the Characteristics which marked
the Eloquence of Dr. Doddridge; succeeded by a Con-
tinuation of his Confidential Correspondence ......... 301

LETTERS.—1727.

Apnl 22. ToLady Russell.........ocvvvinennennnnss 305
Devotional remarks, &c.
May 31. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ......... . 308

. An instance of pharisaical spirit condemned.

June 1. From the Rev. Thomas Saunders ............. 310
Valuable observations on orthodoxy.

July 3. From the Rev. Obadiah Hughes .............. 312
Remarks on popularity ; his residence at Staplehurst, &c.

July 8. To the Rev. Mr. Brailford.................... 314
On some improprieties in his temper.
July 19. To Miss Clark ............ ceseveanas eee.. 318
Friendly remark on her late indisposition.
July 20. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D.......... ... 319

Relative to Catharine Freeman.

July 26. To his Brother-in-law, the Rev. John Nettleton .. 321
- An invitation from a congregation at Brockfield, in Norfolk, &c.

Aug. 12. To Mr. Robins.......... Crmeeaes cereaans 323
Sketch of the ministerial character of the Rev. Mr. Bridging, &c.

Aug. 12. To his Sister, Mrs. Nettleton ............... 327
¢ A treasure’ lost !

Aug. 12. To the Rev. Obadiah Hughes..... seeevrases 329
Affecting incidents during the last lllneu, and religious sentiments
of the Rev. Abel Ragg.
June 27. To the Rev. Thomas Saunders ....... veee... 339

On the Ritual of the Christian faith, in answer to some important
quenet



CONTENTS. xiii

Page
. 1727,
Aug. 12. To the Rev. Thomas Saunders . .......ccce0ue. 350
On the perpetuity of the Eucharist.
Sept. 11. From the Rev. Thomas Saunders . ........... 359
’ Notice of Mr. Jefferies, &c.’
Oct. 28. To Lady Russell . ............. cereasaade. 360
Change of opinion in the Rev. Mr. Hardy, &c.
Oct. 30. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ............ 363
Account of an unpleasant journey ; remarks on books lately read, &c.
Noy. 4. To the Rev. Thomas Saunders-...... eeeeee.. 366

On the arguments advanced against the truth of Christianity, from
the existence of persecution among Christians. .

Dec. 1. From the Rev. Thomas Saunders ............ . 373
. On the advantages of their friendship.

Dec. 2. To the Rev. Thomas Saunders .......... eees. 375
The difficulty of self-subjection, &c.

Dec. 8. From the Rev. Samuel Wright, D. D...... ees.. 378
Point, relative to Mr. Hughes, &c.

Dec. 18. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D..... eeeess 379

Advises a settlement in London as a preacher, rather than in the
country as a tutor.

Dec. 20. From the Rev. Thomas Saunders ..... eeeves. 381
_ Relative to his brother, who became Dr. Doddridge’s first pupil, &c.
Dec. 20. To Miss Horseman . ....... . Cheereeenan 386

Religious .advice under.a severe mchspomnon, oeeuloned by an
accident,

1728.
Feb. 6. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ........ erese-396
Indirect thoughu of becoming a theological tutor, &c.. '
Dec. 23, 1727. To Miss Freeman ........c..... ceee.. 401

Written under feelings of great annety, awakened by the report of
her mtended marriage.

1727.,From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ............ 406
Consolation out of date! remarks on. popularity, &e. ’




Xiv CONTENTS.

1728.
Jan. 21. To the Rev. Samuel Claxk, D.D. .......... +. 408
Matters relative o a vacant pastorship at Nottingham, &c.
Feb 7. From the Independent Church at Nottingham . ... 410

An invitation,

Feb. 9. To the Dissenting Church at Noitingham ceeea.. 411
' An answer to a second invitation,
Feb. 14. To the Editor of the ¢ Present State of the Repub-

licof Letters ...c.ovvevvnnn. BN vee.. 413

On the proper mode of conducting that Periodical to the best ad-
vantage ; an offer of becoming a contributor, &e.

Feb. 18. To Mr. Whittingham ....cceeveeivrscecesso. 423
On his entertaining some seruples relative to the Christian religion.

'Jan.3. me Ml’.Whitﬁng‘llm.....-'o-.-....u.;.... 426
Supposed incongrwities connected with- the Scriptures as a Divine
Revelation.

Jan. 16, To Mr. Whittingham ... ..c.oueeeeeerereeees.. 429

Human reason unable fully to comprehend the primary intentions
of Providence.

March 26. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D.......... 437
Notiee of the invitatioa from: Northumptan ; remarks: o books, &c.

April 10. To the Rev. Samuef Clark, D.D. ............ 439
Account of a late illness; Dr. Calamy’s rash character of Mr.
Hughes, &c.
From the .Rev. Samuet Clark, B. D. . Y 7.1
. _ Liberal sentmlenu,, &c
To the independ!nt Church at Nottinghawa . ............. 447
Final answer to an invitation from that body.
To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ................ ... 448

Reason for not settling at Nottmgham serious view of becoming a
theolog-lca.l tutor, &c.

To Lady Russell. .. ovvuurernneeennernneennnnnn.. 451
Notice of some neldlbmg Pastors, &c..
To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ......... eiensenen 454
The settlement of Mr. Hughes at Notunglmn, &c
‘Jume. To Miss Hannah Clark ........, Cerecinaeraas 455

On the want of a due affection towards the Deity.



CONTENTS. XV
Page
1728.
Oct. 4. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ......c...... 459

An interview with Catharine Freeman, &c.

Nov. To the Rev. Thomas Saunders ....ceveeeveeeee.. 462

A circumstantia} account of the course of 'study which was pursued
at the Academy of the Rev. John Jennings.

\

SECTION III.
A Relation of some Circumstances attending the Institution
of Dr. Doddridge’s Theological Academy. Strictures by

Dr. Watts on the proposed System of Education. Re-
marks in Reply, by Dr. Doddridge; and a Continuation

of the preceding Cotrespondence.......cccvviveea.. 476

. LETTERS.—1729.
April 16. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D. D........... 484

Introducing a pupil.
April 30. From Mr. John Massey ...ccvveeennsen cees. 485
Affecting circumstances attending the death of his father.
Aug. 7. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D.D. ............. 487

An account of the commencement of his Academy, notice of Pupils,
course of Study, &c.

Sept. 16. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D. D......... .. 492
Reazons for his settlement at Northampton.
Sept. 28. From the Nonconformist Congregation of Castle
Hill, Northampton................ Cesecesscenaves 493
An invitation to undertake the pastoral charge.

Oct. 21. From the Rev. Samuel Clark, D. D. .......... 494
Arguments in favour of the invitation from Northampton.

Oct. 23. To the Rev. David Some...cccveveecccascanss 497
The fruits of reflection, and an importdnt determination.
Oct. 25. To Miss Jennings ......... cetesnreiaanann . 499
An interesting detail of recent anxieties.

Oct. 28. To Miss Jenning8 «.oecveeeneerecaaecaansess 503

Written in the quaint phraseology, sometimes mistaken for sim-
plicity by the Society of Friends.




xvi CONTENTS. .

Page
1729.
Oct. 29. To Miss Jennings...ceeeeecesscscsnccsvesss 506
A penance enforced.

Oct. From the Rev. David Some ..........cc00uveees. 506
Descriptive of the zealous attachment manifested by the congregation
at Castle Hill.
Oct. 31. To Miss Jennings ...coceeeeisesaanerccsccss 508
Mental disquietude assuaged by devotion.
Nov. 8. To the Rev. Samuel Wright, D.D............. 510
Arguments for and against a removal.

- Nov. 14. From the Rev. David Jennings, D.D.......... 515

Relative to the Northampton affair.
Dec. 6. To the Nonconformist Congregation at Castle Hill. 516
The invitation accepted. '
Dec. 23. To the Rev. Samuel Clark, D. D. ............ 518

- Preparations for & removal of the Academy, &c.




THE

DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE

PHILIP DODDRIDGE, D. D.

SECTION 1.

General Observations, with some Memoranda made by Dr.
Doddridge as an assistance in the Discharge of his Ministerial
Duties at Kibworth, and a Continuation of his Confidential
Correspondence.

AmonG the many pleasing characteristics which this
correspondence has already displayed,  its perfect
exemption from cant is, perhaps, one of the most
delightful. To find a bosom, where a profound vene-
ration and an ardent love of the Deity were beyond
question the dominant principles, still tremblingly
alive to all the more gentle sympathies of humanity,
yearning over sorrows it cannot assuage, and exult-
ing in the innocent gaieties of youth and friendship,
is indeed not only pleasing but instructive. It
shows how finely the spirit of genuine Christianity
harmonizes with our wants and our wishes. It
demonstrates that piety and philosophy are syno-
. VOL. IL. B
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nymous terms ; and that to follow in the path which
the universal Parent of Nature has traced with the
confiding docility of childhood, is in fact to achieve
the noblest triumph of reason.

Another interesting point is the constant presence
of that charity “that thinketh no evil” Not a
single passage occurs where an angry, or even a de-
preciating feeling is evinced towards an individual
on account of a difference of opinion on theological-
subjects. The pride, the self-will, and contention,
with which pharisaical leaders of different sects have
ever struggled to enforce their private views as
a general standard of faith, were never mistaken by
Dr. Doddridge for piety. The only zeal he prized
or felt was an extreme ardour in the adoration of the
Most High, and for the service of his fellow men.
For those who participated in these feelings his
fraternal embrace was ever ready, nor could the ar-
tificial barriers of speculative opinion keep them
from his bosom.

It may, perhaps, be remarked, that this liberality
of sentiment was but the natural growth of a dis-
position so affectionate as that of Dr. Doddridge.
This consideration has some weight; but it should
also be remembered, that his tutor, Mr. Jennings,
and several of his friends, as Dr. Clark of St. Albans,
Mr. King, and Mr. Some, all leading ministers of that
day, were evidently free from a sectarian taint, and
at once too pious and enlightened to assume or re-
commend that specious mask of formality which the
ignorant may deem a token of sanctity.
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In addition to the rules for the regulation of his
general conduct, quoted in the preceding volume, the
following were laid down by Dr. Doddridge in refer-
ence to his ministerial duties at Kibworth.

I

« I will spend some extraordinary time in private
devotion every Lord’s day, morning or evening, as
" opportunity may offer, and will then endeavour to
preach over to my own soul that doctrine which I
preach to others.

IL

I will take every second evening in the week, in
which I will spend half an hour in devotional exer-
cises on such subjects relative to the congregation as
I think most suitable to that occasion.

IIL.

« At the close of every Week and Month I will
spend some time in its review, that I may see how
Time has been improved, Innocence secured, Duties
discharged, and whether I advance or lose ground
in Religion.

Iv. -

« When I have an affair of more than ordinary
importance before me, or meet with any remarkable
occurrence, either merciful or afflictive, I will set
apart some time for contemplation and to seek God
upon it.

B2
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V.

“T will more particularly devote some time every
Friday to seek God, on account of these who recom-
mend themselves to my prayers, and to pray for the
Public welfare, a subject which I will never totally
exclude.

VI.

¢ In all the duties of the Oratory I will endeavour
to maintain a serious and affectionate temper.

“T am sensible thatI have a heart which will incline
me to depart from God—may his Spirit strengthen
and sanctify it, so that I may find Him in such seasons
of retirement; and that my heavenly Father may
behold me here with pleasure, and at length openly
reward me, through Jesus Christ! Amen.”

Besides the points here touched upon, and a dili-
gent attention to the sick, Dr. Doddridge was pecu-
liarly anxious to cultivate feelings of piety among the
children and servants in the families of his hearers ;
and for this purpose took frequent opportunities of
seeing and inquiring about them. Some other cir-
cumstances of this nature will appear in the course
of the present section.
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FROM THE REV. SAMUEL CLARK.

MY DEAR FRIEND, St. Albans, Feb. 15, 1724-5.
I BELIEVE you may begin to wonder that you have
not heard from me all this while; but a variety of
affairs have so occupied me since my return, that I
have had but very little leisure.

I was one night lately at a meeting of several of
the ministers of London, when upon some mention
being made of you, Mr. Tong took occasion to blame
you about the Coventry affair. I told him that I
had been thoroughly informed of the part you had
acted in that matter, and could assure him that you
were very far from having encouraged the divisions
there, and that no person could have acted a more
self-denying and cautious part in the matter than
you had done; and then related the particulars. He
however persisted to accuse you with a great deal
of- warmth, and was very angry that I should at-
tempt to contradict him; nevertheless I continued
to defend you with equal resolution, though with
more calmness, and told him that I thought myself
obliged to vindicate an innocent and absent friend, in
a matter of fact, which I knew to be grossly mis-
represented. Mr. Tong at last went away, but not
very well satisfied; all the rest of the company
blamed him exceedingly, and spoke very much to
your advantage, and particularly with relation to
your conduct in the Coventry business. I remember
one thing in particular, Mr. Tong said that he was
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satisfied the people would not have been so well
pleased with your coming to Coventry if you had
gone thither, upon the account of some levities in
your conversation. I told him that I thought, con-
sidering the height to which feelings of animosity
were carried at Coventry, and that you were placed
there against your will at the head of one of the
parties, it was very well, as the temper of the world
goes, that they had no worse charge against you
than mere levities.

I would have you lay no manner of stress upon
this story, nor be concerned about it. Mr. Tong’s
weakness is such that what he says is little regarded;
and as little as he seems to be your friend now, I
hope to see him become your uncle*.

Pray give my service to Mrs. Jennings when you
see her, and also in a particular manner to all the
family, with thanks for the obliging reception I met
with there. Being obliged to break off, I can add
no more than my affectionate wishes for your success
in your ministrations, and in all your undertakings,
and that I am

Your affectionate Friend and Servant,

S. CLARK.

* Mr. Tong was related to the Freeman family.
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TO MR. CLARK.

REV. SIR, Burton, Feb. 17, 1725,

It has just been resolved below stairs, quite contrary
to my expectation, that the bearer, who is Mr. Free-
man’s servant, should set out for London to-morrow
morning, so that I am obliged to write in haste,
which saves you the trouble of reading many imper-
tinent lines; with which your patience might other-
wise have been exercised. Were my hurry never so
great, I might however find time to thank you for
the favour of your most agreeable company at Bur-
ton. It would not be at all convenient to tell you
how many considerations, besides those of gratitude,
which I hope will never be forgotten, concurred to ren-
der it extremely delightful to me; but it is always
attennded with this one inconvenience, that when I
have enjoyed it a little while, I cannot forbear lament-
ing it as my greatest unhappiness that I can have it
so seldom, and must lose it so soon. It is however,
sir, a great satisfaction to me to think, that when
you cannot speak to me, you can speak to God for
me; and that, however Providence may dispose of
me at present, I hope we are to live near each other
in that better world, where I may be for ever im-
proving by your conversation, and for ever acknow-
ledging, and perhaps repaying those obligations
which immediately relate to that blessed state, and
which I cannot but think will be most gratefully
remembered there. I have, according to the scheme




8 DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE

which I communicated to you, been taking a survey
of the state.of religion in my congregation. And I
bless God, I find it in a better condition than I
expected. My attempt to introduce prayer and a
proper method of religious instruction into some
families has, through the blessing of God, been so
successful, that I -shall be encouraged further to
pursue it. The knowledge I-have now obtained of
the temper and disposition of the people, and the
interest which I have in their affections, make me
hope that my settling among them as their pastor may
be to our mutual satisfaction and advantage. There
are other particular reasons for this encouraging ex-
pectation, of which I cannot now enter into a full
detail. The principal point is this: I like the genius
and temper of the people, and have an opportunity
of dealing very plainly in the pulpit, which perhaps
among - a more refined congregation I might not at
present have the confidence to do*. I may also pursue
many free schemes, and try many little experiments
in speaking, without any ceremony ; and I have more
leisure to prosecute my studies: it may too in all
probability secure the possession of my mistress.
On all these accounts, and several others, with your
approbation, I intend.to propose myself for ordina-
tion this summer, and should be heartily glad, if it
could be contrived, (with the permission of your good
lady, who I believe is too much my friend to oppose

* The simple and searching style of familiar exhortation here
alluded to, is very evident in the four volumes of Sermons by Dr.
Doddridge, published in 1826.
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my request), for you to come down to Kibworth and
preach my ordination-sermon. There will be two
sermons; and if you will undertake that containing
the charge to the minister, I believe Mr. Norris will
preach to the people. You will be pleased to con-
sider of the affair in general ; and if you can let me
know when Mr. Hunt is to be ordained at Newport,
I, with Mr. Some or Mr. Arthur, will come and meet
you there, and you shall hear such of the particulars
as are not yet agreed upon. As for my affair with
Miss Kitty, I apprehend that as ‘things now stand,
she could by no means be persuaded to think of
marrying at. present, nor should ‘I very vigorously
urge the question. If I am not however exceedingly
mistaken, she is upon the point of coming to a reso-
lution, which will make me as happy as I can expect
to be while I am a bachelor. I beg the favour of
you to write me a few lines next Wednesday ; and
having directed the messenger to call for them, if
you have not sent the little Greek Testament to
London, I should be very glad if you would please
to deliver it to him. My most humble service waits
upon your lady, Mr. and Mrs. Downe, Mrs. Pem-
broke, &c. .
I am, Reverend Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

P. DobDRIDGE.
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TO MY SISTER.

MADAM, Burton, Feb. 17, 1725.

I wouLp not put you to so much confusion as would
probably arise from the mention of the words brother
and sister, which might perhaps lead your thoughts
to recollect a sort of distant relationship between
us, that I once thought myself exceedingly happy in
possessing. I therefore take the liberty humbly to
insinuate, that a few lines from your fair hand in
answer to two quarto pages, which I sent you about
a quarter of a year ago, would be exceedingly agree-
able to '

Your most obedient Servant,

PuiLir DoppRIDGE.

TO MY COUSIN DODDRIDGE.

DEAR COUSIN, Burton, Feb. 17, 1735.

My sister intimated to me in a letter which she
wrote about half a year ago, that you intended me
the favour of an answer to my last. I am heartily
sorry that you should have entertained so awful an
idea of your affectionate cousin, as not to venture
to write with less than six months’ preparation. If



OF DR. DODDRIDGE. 11

you are indeed alive—I desire you would send me

word by next post; but if you be dead, I must leave
you to your own discretion.

I am, dear Sir,
" Your affectionately impatient Cousin, and
forgotten humble Servant,

PuiLip DoppRIDGE.

10 MY UNCLE NORTON*.

HONOURED SIR, Burton, Feb. 17, 1725.
As I have now an opportunity of sending without
putting you to the charge of double postage, I very
cheerfully embrace it, and set myself with a great
deal of pleasure to pay my duty to you and my dear
aunt, and to return my humble thanks for the extra-
ordinary kindness with which you both entertained
me at Cookham, as well as for all other instances
of your friendship. It is now in my power to make
no other return than those of thankful acknow-
ledgments and affectionate prayers to God on your
account, in which I hope I shall not be wanting.
It was a great pleasure to me to see how happily

* Mr. Norton, who resided on a small property at Cookham,
married the widow of Philip Doddridge, mentioned in the first
Section of the preceding volume, as the Doctor’s uncle, and as
having been steward to the Duke of Bedford.
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and agreeably you livé in the affectionate and de-
lightful enjoymerit of each’ other, surrounded with
the comfortable accommodations of life ; and I ques-
tion not, walking continually in the fear of God, and
in a constant and diligent preparation for a happy
immortality. May the great God of heaven and of
earth long continue you together in that health and
plenty and cheerfulness which you now enjoy! and,
above all, may he continue to you the influences of
his grace and holy spirit, whereby you may be en-
abled, with.an increased ardency and vigour, daily to
press forward towards the mark, even the glorious
hope that is set before you; to entertain a constant
and intimate communion with the divine Majesty,
and to help each other forward, and all that are
about you, in the way to heaven. These, my dear
and honoured friends, are the prayers which I would
put up for you with the greatest sincerity: and, in
return, I earnestly beg that you would allow me an
interest in yours. ‘

I still continue where I was, I bless God, much
to my satisfaction ; and shortly intend, by the divine
permission, to enter fully upon the pastoral charge.
I bless God I do see some encouraging effects of my
labours, and that personal religion' and family de-
votion seem to be increasing; ‘but who is suf-
ficient for these things?” I entreat you to pray for
me, that God would give me health and resolution to
pursue my private studies and my public ministra-
tions ; that he would give them efficacy and success ;
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and that he would grant me wisdom and grace to
behave myself so as that my example may confirm
and not contradict my doctrine.

It is very uncertain whether I shall spend any time
this year at London, or indeed, whether I shall be
there at all. IfI am I intend, God willing, to wait
upon you at Cookham. In the mean time, if you
please to favour me with a line or two and let me
know how you do, it will be received and answered
with great.thankfulness by,

Honoured Uncle and Aunt,

Your most dutiful Nephew,
and obliged humble Servant,

PaiLir DobDRIDGE.

TOMR. ....

REVEREND SIR, Burton, March 18, 1724.
I nave lately been informed that Mr. Woolley left
in your hands a considerable legacy bequeathed to
dissenting ministers, and that accordingly a large
portion of it has been distributed among those resi-
dent in Derbyshire. Whether the whole was not
limited to that county, or has not already been dis-
posed of, my friends could not inform me. If the
matter be already. out of question, I heartily ask
your pardon for the unnecessary trouble which I
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now give you ; but as there seems some uncertainty
in the case, I thought it might not be improper to
make an application to you, to beg that, if the de-
sign of the donor, and the other circumstances of the
affair will admit, you would be pleased to remember
me. It would be very ungrateful for me to imagine
that upon such an occasion I should be entirely out
of your thoughts ; but I conclude, sir, that if the
legacy was not limited to some particular persons or
county, you passed me over, because you imagined
that, in my present circumstances, I had no need of
supplies from abroad. I bless God I cannot say I
am in so great necessity as it is probable some are
that have applied to you upon this occasion; nor
would I desire an interest in this or any other bequest
to the injury of those that stand in greater need of
it. I have very near twenty-nine pounds a-year
coming in from my people, and the fund allows
five pounds a-year more, and lectures and accidental
presents are also some little advantage. I own, sir,
this is very sufficient for the subsistence of a single
man; but then there is about seven pounds in arrear
for my education, and I have lately been at some
extraordinary expense, particularly five pounds for a
watch, and several more towards the furniture of my
study ; so that upon the whole I have no great
balance in hand, and it is absolutely necessary
that, before my ordination, which I believe will be
about the middle of summer, I should attend to my
wardrobe. Notwithstanding this, sir, I do not at all
question, but that, with prudent management, which
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I am not averse to, I may discharge all arrears in less
than a year and a half; and I know that Mrs. Jen-
nings, who is my principal creditor, will be contented
to wait my time ; but in the interval, if any foreign
supply should come in, I should be very thankful,
and look upon it as very seasonable, though not
absolutely necessary. 1 have opened the case ho-
nestly, and have chosen rather to trespass upon
your patience, than impose upon your goodness or
injure others, which perhaps I might have done, by
concealing some of these circumstances. Upon the
whole, sir, I leave you to judge of it as you think
fit. However you may determine in this particular,
I am sure I can have no reason to question your
friendship, after having received so many substantial
evidences and important effects of it. I hope I shall
always retain a grateful remembrance of them, and
rejoice in every opportunity of expressing that sin-
cerity and respect with which I am,

Reverend Sir,

Your most obliged and most obedient Servant,

P. DopDRIDGE.
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TO MR. MASSEY.

DEAR SIR, Burton, March 25, 1725.
I HAVE now an opportunity of writing to you by
Mr. King, and shall not fail to embrace it, though
I had no particular business with you. The many
favours I have received from you at London and in
Leicestershire would at least call for a letter every
two or three months; and you have found out such
a‘ substantial method of convincing me of your
friendship, that I believe you would forgive the
trouble that I gave you, if it were only for the satis-
faction of hearing that I am well, as I bless God 1
have continued ever since I had the pleasure of see-
ing you at Harborough. But I have now a subject
to write upon which, though to some it would seem
rude and troublesome, to a gentleman of your temper
and character will no doubt be very agreeable. In
one word, sir, I am going to propose an object of
charity to your consideration and relief. I will wave
all argument upon that head, which indeed my time
will not allow me, and your generosity renders en-
tirely needless, and only plainly tell you the case to
the best of my remembrance. If the circumstances
of it will plead for it, it is enough ; if they will not, I
am contented it should be neglected, and your libe-
rality otherwise employed.

Mrs. Wright is a clergyman’s daughter, a young
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gentlewoman of genteel education and a very ho-
nourable character, both for good sense and piety.
Her father was a man of moderate principles ; and,
I am very sorry to say, lost eight hundred pounds,
which was his whole substance, by lodging it in
knavish hands. The family being thus reduced, the
eldest daughter went to wait on the lady Wingate.
The second, who is the subject of this letter, as a
decent means of support bound herself apprentice
to a mantua-maker, and continued in her service
eight years, behaving herself in a very humble,
industrious, agreeable manner. For a while she sup-
ported herself by her own work ; but some time ago
it pleased God to afflict her with a very severe
illness, which utterly disabled her from following
her business. The illness had been very expensive.
And having spent what little money of her own she
had saved, she is now supported by her eldest sister,
who it seems is a woman of generous temper, but
in such narrow circumstances, that she is not able to
maintain her without some assistance from abroad.
A collection was made for her in the town in which
her father formerly resided; but the Parson of the
parish, hearing she was a dissenter, prevailed upon the
churchwarden, in whose hand the charity was lodged,
to alienate it to another purpose. These, sir, are the
circumstances of the case as far as I can remember
them. I had the story from Mrs. Wingate, whose
character will be to you, and every body else who
knows her, a sufficient confirmation of the truth of
what she says upon her own knowledge. I own I
VOL. II. c
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was touched when I heard the story. And, as my
circumstances will allow me to do but little for the
relief of a person whom I yet heartily compassionate,
I was willing to communicate it to some abler friends,
and particularly to you, sir, desiring you, if you
think proper, to endeavour to pick up some little
matter on her behalf among your acquaintance.

I have little news to send you, but that my dear
friend, Mr. David Some, continues in a very lan-
guishing condition, and I am full of the most melan-
choly apprehensions with relation to him. I earnestly
beg you would afford him, as well as myself, an
affectionate remembrance in your daily. prayers.
Excuse the faults of this hasty letter, and remember
with your usual kindness,

Your most obliged and affectionate Servant,

Puirre DoppRIDGE.

TO MY COUSIN DODDRIDGE.

DEAR COUSIN, March 25, 1735
I HAVE troubled you with two letters since I came
down from London, but have not yet received any
answer to either, which makes me fear that something
more than ordinary has happened to prevent it. I
received a letter from my uncle Norton last week, in
which he tells me you have been unwell, which
-indeed furnishes you with a better excuse than I
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could have wished. I hope you are by this time
perfectly recovered, and desire the favour of a line or
two from you soon.

I should be sorry to lose your correspondence, in
which I have promised myself a great deal of plea-
sure. Methinks, as we are so nearly related, and
so few of our family remain, we should not live
like utter strangers. I have no considerable news
to send you, but I bless God continue well, and
my circumstances are, in all respects, agreeable and
easy. We both live upon the unmerited bounty of
divine Providence. Let us both live to the honour
and glory of our great benefactor ; and while our per-
sons are separated let our prayers meet at the throne
of grace; und let us take care so to conduct ourselves
as that, however distant we may be from each other
upon earth, we may live together in heaven..

I am, dear Sir,

Your affectionate Cousin and obliged Servant,

PuiLip DoDDRIDGE.

TO MY SISTER.

DEAR SISTER, Burton, March 25, 1725.
I RECEIVED yours and my brother’s with great plea-
sure, and indeed with some surprise, for I was almost
in doubt whether you were alive or dead. I beg the
favour of my brother not to write too soen, that I
c2
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may sce about a quarter of a year hence, whether he
can find any new apology for his delay: for really
he has said so many humorous things already upon
that head, that I should think it difficult for any
body but himself to add any thing more. I write so
soon myself, not intending a complete answer to your
letter, which would take up more time than I can now
persuade myself to sequester from my sleep, after a
hard day’s work of courtship and of study, but merely
to let you see that I am not angry. Indeed you know
how to excuse a fault so handsomely, that when you
ask pardon, I am sure it is more out of form, than
from necessity. But in short, I am willing to give a
penny to let you know that I am very well, and very
cheerful, except when Kitty puts me into the vapours,
which I assure you she sometimes does. It was not
above a fortnight since, that she was going absolutely
to discard me, on account of Stella, an old maiden
lady for whom I have long entertained a very ardent,
but rather platonic affection. I am happily got over
that severe trial, and find that, as Terence judiciously
expresses it in that celebrated example in Lilly’s
Grammar, Amantium ire amoris redintegratio est.

I have, according to my brother’s and sister’s rea-
sonable advice, summoned all my philosophy to my
assistance, and thus in some measure moderated those
transports which arose in my mind on the prospect
of the transcendent dignity which we are shortly
to assume, in consequence of our intimate relation-
ship to that most illustrious citizen Philip Doddridge,
Esq.! A letter from my uncle Norton informs me
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that he is very much indisposed, and has retired to
his seat at Hampstead for the air. If he should
happen to die, you are sensible it would not be many
thousands out of my way, as there is an estate of
fifty pounds a year after my aunt's death ; which, by
the by, could make but little amends for their loss.
The old people are well and cheerful ; and my uncle
writes, not only with respect, but with a fatherly
fondness. My service waits upon my brother and
all friends, and my bed upon myself, to which I
hasten with all that stupid precipitancy, or precipi-
tant’ stupidity, which generally about this time of
night subdues the transports of

Your most indolent

and nonsensical Brother and Servant,

PHirLip DODDRIDGE.

My legacy and your guinea may not perhaps be
paid this twelvemonth.

TO TOMMY FREEMAN.

DEAR SIR, Burton, April, 6, 1725.
Your last, which we received yesterday, informs
us that your ship is to set sail in a few days. I
therefore think myself obliged, in civility and grati-
tude, to pay my respects to you before you leave
England, and could not find a more convenient op-
portunity of doing it than the present. You may
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assure yourself, dear sir, that the knowledge which
I have of your character, and my obligations to
many of your family, concur to engage me to interest
myself in your concerns, and to accompany you in
your intended voyage with my hearty prayers and
good wishes. And I hope you will impute it entirely
to my affectionate friendship that I presume to hint
at some plain things, which it may be of service for
you to be reminded of, and which, I question not,
your own good sense will enlarge upon and improve
to more advantage.

You know, sir, and I pray God we may both
always seriously consider, that as we are the crea-
tures of God, we should have an entire and uninter-
rupted dependance upon him: whether we travel by
sea or by land, it is his hand that must lead us; his
power that must defend us; his bounty that must
supply us; and his blessing that must succeed us, if
ever we be safe, comfortable, and prosperous. No-
thing, therefore, can be more important than to secure
to ourselves an interest in his favour; nothing in
particular can be more proper for you, sir, when you
have so great an affair before you, than to fix your
dependance upon him, and commit your life and
fortune to him. This, sir, is the proper season for
reviewing the arguments for a religious life, as
reason will suggest them to you, and as education,
pious sermons, and devotional treatises have laid
them before you, and inculcated them upon you. In
the strength of these, sir, deliberately determine to de-
vote yourself to the service of God : solemnly profess



OF DR. DODDRIDGE. 23

that determination: take your beptismal covenant
upon . yourself: and if you have an opportunity,
after due preparation, solemnly confirm it at the
sacrament of the Lord’s supper before you set out.

In consequence of this I easily persuade myself
that you will be frequently recollecting so sacred an
engagement, and constantly acting upon it. In
particular, you will be careful diligently to prac-
tise secret prayer morning and evening. Then amid
the danger of the waves and storms, you may have
this delightful support, that you have commended
yourself but a few hours before, and nat only in
the extremity of the tempest, to the protection and
care of the Almighty, who stills the winds, and com-
mands the raging elements into silence and peace.
For your further establishment in piety I would also
recommend to you the study of the word of God and
devotional writers, especially those of which I gave
you a list. In most of these I am confident you will
find agreeable entertainment for the gentleman and
the philosopher, as well as for the Christian. To
them I would only now add Dr. Patrick’s Devotions ;
the exact title of which I think is, “The Devout
Christian’s Companion ;” which will furnish you
with admirable forms of prayer suited to every cir-
cumstance and emergency of life.

As for moral behaviour I am confident I need not
say much. . No doubt you will be exposed to very
many temptations. But a religious education and
the virtuous principles within you will be a great
security in concurrence with an humble dependance
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upon the divine grace. As for prudentials, a person
of my age and circumstances cannot be expected to
be a great master in them. This, however, is obvious
to all, and no doubt you have always observed it,
that integrity and diligence is the surest way to be
trusted ; and complaisance and good-nature the only
way to be loved. A maxim so agreeable to your
own temper and character that there is no doubt but
you will act upon it.

The care of your health I would earnestly recom-
mend, and hope you will use all proper precautions
to prevent danger from the change of climate and
the rich fruits of America, which, if eaten freely,
act as poison to an English constitution.

As for books of geography, voyages and travels,
you will of course take care to furnish yourself with
them, especially those which treat of the places you
intend to visit. Dampier’s and Cook’s are in good
repute, and may be of service to you; though they
treat principally of South America. Gage’s Survey
of the West Indies, though in some places mean, is
in others curious, entertaining, and edifying, espe-
cially as it contains a particular account, not only of
the same voyage you are to make, but of a journey
from Vera Cruz to Mexico. If you get these books,
it may not be improper to have two or three sheets
of good writing paper bound up with them to write
such animadversions in as you may think fit, ob-
serving what is true and false, what is important and
trifling in each.

There is one favour more which I would beg of
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you on my own account, namely, that you would
be curious in making observations as to any thing
remarkable in the places you touch at, relating to
their air, soil, the cities, buildings, plants, commodi-
ties, and the religion, manners, customs, &c. of their
inhabitants; to which, if you please, you may add
notes of any thing extraordinary that may befall you
or any of your companions, with some general de-
scription of a seafaring life, and remarks upon the
humour and behaviour of that sort of people, with
whom I am not much better acquainted than with the
Americans themselves. This, sir, you may certainly
do without any hinderance to your business ; and it
may be an agreeable amusement to you, and make
your voyage much more entertaining and useful than
it would otherwise be. I shall hope you will be so
good as to communicate this journal to me, which no
doubt I shall peruse with much pleasure and im-
provement. It is agreeable to read those accounts of
foreign countries which have been given us by men
of a low genius and a vulgar education; but much
more to look over the memoirs of a gentleman that
can form just opinions, and make select observa-
tions with justice, and communicate them with
so much elegance and propriety. It might be an
embellishment to your journal, if it contained some
sketches of buildings, plants, fishes, beasts, habits,
prospects, &c. I would not have you attend to
this to the neglect of more important business ; but
drawing might be an agreeable entertainment in your
leisure hours: and I believe you will find upon a
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little practice, with the assistance of any good book
on the subject, even though you should have no other
instructor, that it may be easily attained ; especially
by a person so completely master of a fine pen.

You must excuse me, sir, that I have written so
ill, but having a variety of important business before
me, which a man in my circumstances can never
want, time will not allow me to be exact. Indeed
it may seem something presumptuous in me to take
upon me to advise a person in many respects my
superior ; but friendship is to be pardoned, though it
be too officious. I have nothing further to add but
that I heartily recommend you to the divine protec-
tion; and am, with great sincerity and respect,

Dear Sir,

Your most affectionate Friend and humble Servant,

Puirip DoppRIDGE.

——

TO MR. MASON.

- DEAR SIR, : . April 6, 1795.
TrESE few lines come to let you know that in a few
days more you may expect a great many many more
from your humble Servant,

P. DoppriDGE.

P.8. 1am now in a great hurry, and either through
surprise of business, or want of thought, I have
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missed two or three opportunities of writing by the
penny post. I am conscious to myself of a constant,
undiminished friendship for good Mr. Mason. What
then should be the excuse of so shameful a neglect?
I was forced to search my heart diligently, and at
length have discovered it. There was so much wit
in your last letter, that I despaired of answering it
with equal spirit, and have been waiting three
months for a bright moment, and have never had
one to spare at a convenient time, and my mistress
being very ill, I am now most incorrigibly dull.
May all the kindest influences of heaven join to
preserve that lovely rose from withering !

TO MR. CLARK.

REV. SIR, Burton, May 29, 1725.
I cuEErFULLY embrace this opportunity of writing
to return you my thanks for your last letter, which I
received from Mr. Massey. I would not have de-
ferred answering it so long, had I not waited for the
present mode of sending. It is just now my misfor-
tune to have mislaid your favour, so that I cannot
answer it so particularly as I could wish. But in
general, sir, I remember that it was full of the most
engaging expressions of. friendship, agreeably to that
kind and generous disposition towards me which I
have many years experienced from- you, and on
account of which I am frequently blessing our great
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original friend and benefactor ; and for which I hope
I shall always be glad to make any return that may
lie in my power, which will surely be sincere, though
otherwise very inconsiderable.

I should have been extremely afflicted with an
account which we lately received that you, dear sir,
were dead, if it had not been immediately contra-
dicted by those that had seen you since ‘the time to
which that report extended. I have great reason to
be thankful that God did not call me out to a trial
which I fear I was not sufficiently prepared to
endure. For the very mention of it gave me a shock
that almost overwhelmed me. I earnestly beg that
God may long continue a life so important to the
public, and so dear, not only to me, but to many
other friends, who are less obliged to you than
myself.

I have now, sir, settled my account with Mrs. Jen-
nings ; and have given her a note under my hand for
the remainder of her bill, and as many books as
make up the sum of four guineas. Part of it I have
already discharged, and intend to pay off the rest
very quickly. For this purpose I directed Mr. Massey
to receive of Mr. Tong five pounds as a part of Mr.
Lovell’s legacy; which, if Mrs. Jennings had not
immediately - wanted part of, and another accident
had not happened, which it is not of importance
now to mention, I intended to desire you to receive.
I have not received the Greek Testament, which
I suppose Mr. Chandler forbore to send; nor did
he send me the other books till last Wednesday.
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He has made a great many other mistakes with
relation to that little business; which I am willing
to impute to hurry, and for which I hope he has
made ample amends in his Defence of Christianity,
which he has sent me down without any express
orders, but with liberty to read and return it if I
do not like it. I have not yet read it, having lately
been employed in another admirable Defence of
Christianity, I mean Limboreh’s Disputation, from
which I found most agreeable entertainment.

As for news, I have not a great deal to send you.
Mr. David Some is returned from the Bath in so
languishing a condition, that I fear he will not live
many weeks. I earnestly desire your prayers for him,
as a person of a most excellent character, from whom
much future service might reasonably be expected,
and who is universally beloved by all that know him.
He is my intimate friend, and it strikes me to the
heart every time I see him, indeed I cannot mention
his case without tears.

Mr. Dawson of Hull is engaged to Hinckley,
and comes to settle there about Midsummer. Mr.
Warren has given his consent to the ordination of
Mr. Simpson, a Scotch gentleman, nephew to a
professor of divinity at Glasgow, whom the malcon-
tents have chosen for their pastor. Nay, he has
promised to assist at his ordination, provided it be
not at Coventry, which is a point at present in warm
debate. I perceive by Mr. Tong’s mention of me in
his letter to Mr. Freeman that he has got over some of
his prejudices against my character, which I am very
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glad of, and take so much the more pleasure in, as I
imagine it in part owing to your friendship.

My affair with Miss Kitty is still in a great deal
of perplexity ; so that it would almost overwhelm me
if I had not a Divine Providence to rely upon, as
interesting itself in that as well as my other affairs.
As for her own conduct to me, I have nothing to
complain of : for she is tender and grateful within
the bounds of delicacy and prudence. But Mrs.
Freeman (who, though a good woman, knows little
of the principles of a generous friendship ; and while
she seems in words to despise the world, has been
determined entirely by worldly views in the disposal
of some of her children, even to the apparent danger
of their souls) sets herself to oppose me with the
utmost vigour, and does all that she can to break off
the match, and that without pretending to assign
any other reason for it than what she knew before
she gave her consent. Mr. Freeman is governed by
her in the affair; and so between them they make it
their business to alienate their daughter’s heart from
me by a perverse interpretation of every thing I say
or do. Frequently they break through the common
rules of decency, so as to make my stay in the
family almost insupportable, and thus hope to drive
me to Harborough, where they know I shall be
received and entertained in the most agreeable and
friendly manner by persons of good sense and
piety, and that my company would be there consi-
dered as much a favour, as they affect to think

it a burthen. It is impossible to bear their usage
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without some feeling of resentment; but I take
care always to conceal it, and find a pleasure in
sacrificing it for the sake of my mistress; so that
they are certainly serving my cause while they are
endeavouring to ruin it, as every instance of their
unkindness, I had almost said of their brutality,
gives me a new opportunity of showing my patience
and my love. However, they tell her she may have
me if she will ! I plainly see I have, humanly speak-
ing, nothing to trust to but her resolution, whom
I confess I love so well, that I am often afraid it is
not fit I should ever enjoy her. You, sir, are much
better acquainted with the sex than myself, and I
would therefore earnestly beg you would tell me
whether women are as capable of the constancy as I
believe they are of the tenderness of love.

The time of my ordination is not yet fixed; but I
believe it will be about the end of the summer. 1
know not whether I shall make a journey to London
this year or not ; but I fully intend to spend one Lord’s
day with you at St. Albans, where I hope to have
the pleasure of sitting down with you at the Sacra-
ment, and of enjoying some more of that company
which of all others, except Miss Kitty’s, is to me the
most entertaining and improving. In the mean time
I earnestly beg that you will remember, with your

usual goodness,

Dear Sir,

Your most obedient and affectionate Servant,

PaiLre DopDRIDGE.
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P.S. My humble service waits on your good lady,
and the rest of my friends with you. I hear Mr.
Wood is returned to St. Albans, and include him
among the rest. The only reason my charity can
invent for his not writing to me is that he has
forgotten how to direct, therefore I desire you would
inform him how to do it.

TO MR. TONG.

REV. SIR, May 29.

I aM very glad of this opportunity of returning you
my most hearty thanks for your kind remembrance
of me, with relation to Mr. Lovell’s legacy : a supply
.which was peculiarly seasonable, on some accounts
of which I will not now trouble you with the par-
ticulars.

I should have been heartily glad to have received
it at the request of Mr. Freeman; but I own it
gave me still greater pleasure when I heard that
you, sir, had been so kind as to put down my name
before you received his letter. This intimation of
your friendship was peculiarly agreeable to me, as I
was informed a few weeks before, that I had been
so unhappy as to fall under your displeasure from
an account which you had received of my manage-
ment with regard to Coventry. I do not in the
least doubt, good sir, but you had your information
from persons of sense and integrity, and I know
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there are several of such a character in that city,
who have very severely condemned me. But yet
upon serious reflection I cannot but impute it to
some of those mistakes as to matters of fact, into
which wise and good men may easily fall.

My earnest desire of vindicating myself to Mr. Tong
inclines me to enter upon the whole history of the
affair. But I consider, sir, it would probably be
tiresome to you, and at least would rob you of some
precious moments which are demanded by employ-
ments in which the public good is much more imme-
diately concerned. I would only presume to intimate
that I hope I have acted in that affair as accountable
to God for my conduct, and sensible of the crime of
grieving so excellent a man as Mr. Warren, or
fomenting divisions in so flourishing a society, from
a selfish designing agency in either, of which, I bless
God, my conscience acquits me.

Reflecting seriously on the whole matter, and as
far as possible laying aside that partiality with which
we generally consider our own actions, I will take
the liberty to acknowledge to you, sir, that it was
imprudent in me so openly to express the satisfaction
I had in the thought of being settled at Coventry,
as Mr. Warren’s assistant, when it was at first pro-
posed to me. But I hope, sir, this error may be
pardoned in a person under the age of twenty-one,
and charmed with the character of so great a man,
from whom I promised myself considerable improve-
ment. This satisfaction, which I too unwarily ex-
pressed, was however upon the supposition that he

VOL. 1I. D
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himself was not averse to the scheme; though for
some private reasons he did not openly appear in its
favour. To inform myself fully under this head, I
made a journey to Coventry the beginning of July
1723 ; when he very candidly mentioned many par-
ticulars before unknown to me, which convinced me
it was most advisable to desist. From that day,
I assure you, sir, I never entertained a moment’s de-
liberation about it; but absolutely resolved to lay
aside all thoughts of the affair. After the breach, I
received repeated invitations from the separate party,
with proposals of such provision for my maintenance
as I can hardly ever expect in any other place; but
I always answered them with a positive denial, and
would not so much as appoint a place of meeting with
any of them, though it was earnestly desired by my
most particular friends. Nay, further, sir, unknown
to Mr. Warren, [ wrote to Mr. Poole, to vindicate him
from a suspicion some of them entertained of his
having privately dealt with me to dissuade me from
coming among them. And when I had again assured
them I would not come upon any terms, I recom-
mended to them an agreement with Mr. Warren as the
only imaginable expedient for their happy settlement.
Had Mr. Cater and the rest of that party at Coventry
seen this letter, they would have owned, no doubt,
that I had acted not only an honest, but a very
friendly part by them. But instead of this they only
heard that my friends had a confidence that I would
come (grounded merely on their own generous pro-
posal, which they thought a young man in narrow
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circumstances could not have the resolution to resist),
and Mr. J. Grundy himself, who is my friend in the
other party, told me that he and several others con-
cluded they would not have been so alert, if they had
not received some secret encouragement from me;
a conclusion which I own might seem probable.
I have run out into a length which I did not at all
intend when I began the subject. But I hope, sir,
you will pardon it.

Mr. Freeman’s family are all well. And con-
sidering the regard you express for it, I cannot but
believe you will be very glad to hear that a spirit of
serious religion prevails in it above what I have
commonly observed. Three of the four daughters at
home are now in communion with our church; and
the fourth, though but eleven years old, is as re-
markable for her understanding and piety as any
child I have known of her age. Miss Kitty, whose
agreeable person you, sir, are no stranger to, is
continually improving in those ornaments of the
mind which command the esteem and friendship of
all that are acquainted with her, and is universally
acknowledged by the best judges to be the finest
woman in the county. She is perplexed with a
crowd of lovers, and among the rest there is a young
minister in the neighbourhood who would be am-
bitious of the honour of calling you uncle.

As for the church at Kibworth I bless God it is
considerably on the improving hand; and through
the divine goodness I have the pleasure to see some
encouraging effects of my endeavours to serve them.

D2
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I think of being ordained in a few months, and
earnestly beg your prayers for assistance and success
in the important work I am then to undertake. I
heartily rejoice that your health is in any respect
better than it has lately been, and it is my earnest
desire that God would long continue a life which he
has already honoured with such an uncommon series
of extensive usefulness, and which cannot but be
dear to all who are concerned for the interest of our
Redeemer and the salvation of souls. I am, with
the sincerest gratitude and respect,

Reverend Sir,

Your most obliged humble Servant,

PairLip DopDRIDGE.

TO MY UNCLE NORTON.

HONOURED SIR, May 29, 1725.

I RECEIVED your very obliging letter. It was a
great pleasure to me to hear that you and my aunt
were both in so comfortable a state of health, which
I pray God long to continue, and that you may
still be, as I firmly believe you have hitherto been,
great comforts to one another, companions in the
ways of God, and in a preparation for a happy
eternity ; in which the Lord grant we may all meet,
even though we should never see the faces of each
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other any more upon earth: and that in the mean
time we may have the pleasure of considering all
the comforts and eniertainments of life as pledges of
those better blessings which we there expect; and
all its troubles and calamities but as the trials of a
moment, and working out for us far more than a
compensation ; an exceeding and eternal weight of
glory.

I believe, sir, both you and my aunt will be sur-
prised to hear that I have had the company of my
cousin Doddridge here above three weeks. He
walked down in three days and a half, and intends
next Monday to set out on his return in the same
way. Our country air has agreed with him so well,
that he is grown at least two inches in the waist
since he came down. It seems he intends to pur-
sue a new course, but what he has not yet in-
formed me. He promises to write to me sometimes.
But after all, sir, I believe I must depend upon
you as a more faithful correspondent, to let me
know how he goes on. His behaviour to me has
been so exceedingly kind and obliging that I am
heartily sorry to part with him, and shall be very
glad to hear of his health and prosperity. I desire
you would give my humble duty to my aunt, and
my service to all friends with you. I bless God
I am now in very good health. The last time I
heard from my sister she was better than she had
been for a long while; and indeed so well as to be
able to walk from Hampstead to Stockwell, above
seven miles, in one day. I most heartily recommend
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you and my aunt to the divine protection and grace,
and beg a remembrance in your prayers, being with

great sincerity,

Dear Sir,

Your affectionate Nephew and humble Servant,

PuiLip DopDRIDGE.

TO MR. MASON.

May 25, 1735.
MOST PREGNANT, MOST METHODICAL, AND MOST
AGREEABLE SIR!

I rECEIVED the product of your lively imagination
with some melancholy apprehensions of such keen
expostulations as my guilt taught me to fear, and
my wit would never enable me to answer. ButlI
own I was charmed to observe the gaiety and good
humour with which you reprehend the gross inde-
cency which I committed in so long delaying an
answer to your former letter, which was dated so
early in the last year. Such an offence I think
nothing could excuse but the distractions of a lover,
joined with the hurries of a preacher, and the amuse-
ments of a scholar, which at some certain times may
easily lead a man to forget every thing but his mis-
tress, his pulpit, and his books; though at other
intervals his friends come in for a share, and have
often too great a share in his regard.
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I have now several other letters before me which
must necessarily employ me the greatest part of the
day ; and therefore confine myself to this little piece
of paper on purpose that I may not out-run my time,
as I generally do when I am writing to so dear a
friend. 1 have so many things to say that I am
afraid I shall after all say nothing, but that my time
and my paper are short.

However I will first of all vindicate myself from
an unworthy insinuation which you prefix to that
sentence with which you begin your letter. Some-
thing there is, about the profane use of paper, com-
mon among those who are occasional smokers of
tobacco, to which you imagine your letter may be
applied. My friend, this is a scurrilous lampoon
upon your humble servant, for it infers a degree of
stupidity which he has not the penetration to discover
in himself. _

I own to you that I sometimes make use of paper
to light my pipe ; but were I to employ that sheet of
wit, which I had not the courage to answer, to such
an unworthy purpose, I should expect to be choked
with the smoke, as a just punishment for so gross
an indignity offered to a son of Apollo and a favourite
of the Muses. ~ I might, perhaps, have torn Parnel
or Addison, but I could never violate the works of
Mr. Mason! The diffuseness of my former style will
oblige me to be very laconick in what remains, or I
shall be left in the lurch. '

Know then, most worthy. sir, that my Rose has
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recovered all its primeval beauty and fragrancy, but
that the gardener is inclosing it round with a hedge
of thorns, which will make the approach difficult,
though I hope not absolutely impracticable. The
Lily still flourishes, but for ought I know, if you do
not quickly put in your claim, it may be transplanted
to a foreign soil. .

Mr. Dawson is fixed to go to Hinckley at Mid-
summer. I am to be ordained at Kibworth in a few
months. ~ Mrs. Jennings, and all other friends at
Harborough are well. I desire you would send
me what news you have, with your judgment on
any celebrated books, and your advice for the most
proper method 'of managing my studies.

I am, Sir,

Your most affectionate Friend,

PaiLip DopDRIDGE.

TO MRS. CLARK.

DEAR CLIO, © May 29, 1725.
It was not till last Wednesday, May the twenty-sixth,
that I received your letter which was dated March
the twelfth. I must indeed say that I hardly ever
read a letter with more concern and affliction. I
know, and at this moment feel the force of love,
and the inexpressible anguish which is occasioned
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only by the distant fear of losing the idol of one's
soul, and which we too justly lose when we permit it
to assume that guilty name. My own character and
temper give me so little ground for hope, and the
natural inconsistency of your tender sex so much
foundation for fear, that it is impossible for me to
avoid such melancholy apprehensions. But that
there can be at once so much stupidity and so much
inhumanity in any man upon earth, as to give the
charming Clio reason to complain of a faithless warr
derer, is to me as surprising as it is afflicting. The
calamity of which you, madam, complain, is, I own,
one of the greatest which human nature-is capable of
enduring ; and, as you admirably observe, is so much
the more overwhelming, as it is attended with a
severe reflection upon ourselves as being, in some
measure, accessary to our own torment, by putting it
into the power of any of our fellow-creatures to render
us unhappy by their separation from us. But we
know by experience, that, in every circumstance of
life, the consolations of God are not small, and that
such reviving cordials are within our reach. Is it
not, then, a criminal weakness to give way to a
sinking dejection, rather than to exert our thoughts
to apprehend, and to open our hearts to admit con-
solitary reflections ?

It were an easy matter for me to illustrate and
confirm what I now say, and to enlarge upon many
considerations which reason would be constrained to
‘condemn, though it might not be sufficient to silence
the clamours of passion. But perhaps, madam,
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it may now be unnecessary. The dear wanderer
may be returned to your feet, or perhaps marriage
may have given a licence to the fondest endearments,
and he may this moment be clasped in your arms.
Or, on the other hand, reason and religion may have
made so entire a conquest, in a heart where pride
and disdain can find no reception, that you hear his
name, or recall his idea, without the least emotion
either of hope, anger, or of love. Such a revolution
may have been produced in less than ten weeks. But
if you still remain under this tormenting anxiety,
which you so pathetically express in your last, then,
madam, I will undertake a task out of respect to
you, which I have long been proposing to myself,
and send you an essay on the evil and remedy of
ungoverned love ; and in the mean time, it may be, a
letter containing some consolatory reflections, which
I apprehend to be peculiarly adapted to your case.
But how vainly do I talk of suggesting new consi-
derations to a lady who, at one view comprehends
the important points of every subject which can be
presented, in all their strength and beauty, and with
whose sentiments and expressions I should be proud
to enrich and embellish my discourses.

As for the turnovers, which you have been so good
as to send me, I will not say they are the most beau-
tiful in the world, because I really thought the same
of the first which you wrought, and which yet I find
to be surpassed by these; and you, madam, might
perhaps be able to exceed them, for who can set
bounds to your skill. This only I can venture to
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say with a deliberate assurance, that they are elegant
beyond any thing I had before formed an idea of.
May you and your art, which I suppose will die with
you, be long continued, you by your conversation
to refine our species, and your needle to adomn it.
And may the next trouble of this kind which I
give you be for my wedding-day.

I am, dear Clio,

Your most obliged and most affectionate Servant,

Puirir DoppripGE.

TO MR. JOHN MASSEY.

DEAR SIR, May 29, 1725.
I rEcEIvVED your friendly letter, to which I should
have been inclined to affix some other epithets of a
more panegyrical nature, if I had not observed that,
somewhere towards the close of it, you are pleased
to dignify it with the title of tedious and insipid.
This is so abusive a lampoon upon my understanding,
and at the same time so great an injury to your own,
which could not but have discovered a great many
beauties in it, even though it had been written by a
stranger, that I have taken it into my head to be
very angry with you. And after this insult on
myself and my friend, whose honour is as dear to me
as my own, I am come to a resolution neither to
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affect your humility nor gratify your vanity with one
word more of applause; that is, if I can for a while
interrupt that communication between my heart and
my pen, which is always open when I write to you.
And, indeed, it is happy for me that I am thus de-
cently excused from saying any thing upon a subject
of which I am unable to speak with that admiration
and pleasure which I should desire to express if I
spoke at all.
- Having thus disclaimed compliments, I have no-
thing to do but to fall to business. I desire you
would give my humble, or if you please, hearty
service to my good friend your father, whom I thank
for his kind intention with relation to Mrs. Wright.
If I had not known the generosity of his temper, I
should not have presumed to propose the case. I
have heard lately that her necessities are very
pressing; but no doubt she will gladly wait his
time. Since hearing the above, I have seen two
letters fram her sister, written with such an air of
piety, good sense, and politeness, that I own they very
much confirm me in my desire to serve a person for
whom so agreeable a woman is intimately concerned.
Our dear friend Mr. David Some still continues in
a very languishing condition, and is ordered from the
bath, I fear without any prospect of a cure. I own
his indisposition is an affliction which I feel at my
heart. But I bless God for those reviving considera-
tions which you, sir, suggest. May God imprint
them more deeply on both our hearts, and clear up
our own evidences of an interest in the Redeemer,
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and then they cannot be recollected without being
felt.

My dear charmer has been abroad for a consider-
able time, but I expect her home every moment. I
need not tell you that I am impatiently desirous of
seeing her. Yet I am utterly uncertain whether I
shall be transported with delight, or distracted with
anxiety—I am ashamed to confess, her first look will
determine the question. What unpardonable weak-
ness in a man who sometimes calls himself a phi-
losopher, and who has just been running over some
delightful passages in a certain letter, which he
must not here mention, dated from Finsbury!

It is entirely uncertain whether I shall make a
journey to London this year. "If I do, my stay will
not be many hours. However, I think to be at St.
Albans, and if Mr. Massey returns about the begin-
ning of August, I will not fail to wait upon him
thither on horse-back.

I am, Dear Sir,

Your most obliged and affectionate Servant,

Puivip DopDRIDGE.
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TO MY SISTER.

MY DEAR SISTER, ' Burton, May 29.
IT is a great convenience when writing to those who
love us, that we need not stretch our wits upon the
rack to find out something to please them. They are
revived with the very sight of the hand, though
they do not understand the language, and the lines
and letters may reel backward and forward like
drunken men, if they can but spell out that their
friend is well, the main business is dispatched, and
they can spare, though they may not altogether slight,
further amusement. I hope, my dear sister, it is in
this view that you regard my worthless epistles; at
least it is my interest at this time to believe so, if I
would please myself with the thought of pleasing
you; for I have exhausted my wit, and tired my
hand with writing letters from half an hour past four
in the morning to half an hour past three in the
afternoon. If this letter had not been sent in this way,
- 1 should have told you as a great piece of news, that
my cousin Doddridge was so kind as to take a walk
to see me, and has stayed with me about three weeks.
I must, however, refer you to himself for the history
of his own adventure, only I must tell you what his
modesty may not allow him to publish, that ever since
he came down he has been very diverting and very
useful, and that I am in doleful dumps to think of
parting with him on Monday next.

I am glad to hear of the health of some of my
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friends, and sorry for the misfortunes of others; but
must not enter into particulars. I have been at
Bedford ; where Mr.Grainger lives very handsomely.
Mr.Wood is returned to his old station at St. Albans.
Miss Kitty is well, and gives her service, but as to my
affair with her, I question whether there be one person
in the world who can tell what to make of it. I am
sure I cannot. This only I know, that I am very
fond of her; and if you expect a counter-part to that
sentence, you had best consult my cousin. I must
refer a great deal more to another opportunity, not
being willing to lame my hand with writing any
thing more at present, but that I am,

Your affectionate Brother and Servant,

Puivip DopDRIDGE.

Service to my brother, to whom perhaps I may
write next, and all other friends. My cousin gives
his service, and will bring the letter himself to con-
vince you it was no compliment.

TO MISS KITTY.

DEAR MADAM, June 4, 1795.
I HavVE so little opportunity of conversing with you
alone, that I am forced to take this method of ex-
pressing my concern, and indeed my amazement, at
what has just passed between us. I know you to
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be a lady of admirable good sense, and I wish you
would find out the consistency of your behaviour
yesterday and to-day. Yesterday you expressly as-
sured me you loved me as well as I did you, which
you know is to a very uncommon degree; and that
it grieved you, that you had given me so much unea-
siness, adding, you would take care to avoid it for the
time to come. To-day you have been telling me you
could not bear the thought of not being so rich as
your sister; that you do not know why you may
not expect a good man, with a good estate !

I leave you to judge whether it be possible I should
hear this remark without uneasiness. And, if it be
not, whether it were fit for you to make it. Con-
sider, madam, I am a rational creature ; and though
too much transported with love, yet, blessed be God,
not absolutely distracted! How then do you imagine
I can put any confidence in the assurances you give
me of your love, when you are so continually contra-
dicting them? For do you not contradict them when
you talk of discarding me for the sake of money ?

I always thought, my dear creature, you had been
remarkable both for good sense and religion. ButI
own, I do not see how it is reconcileable with either,
to throw aside those entertainments of a rational, a
friendly, and a religious nature, which you yourself
think you may find in me, merely that you may eat
and drink more sumptuously, and wear better clothes,
with some of those people whom the word of God
already brands as fools.
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Madam, I must presume so far as to say that it is
neither the part of a Christian, nor a friend, to keep
me in such a continual uneasiness. You unfit me for
business, devotion, or company, and in short make
my very life burthensome by the inconsistency of
your behaviour. TLet me therefore most earnestly
entreat you—not entirely to dismiss me, which God
forbid, but resolutely to remember your promises,
and not to allow yourself those unbounded liberties
of saying every thing that the vanity of your own
dear excellent heart may sometimes prompt you to
utter, without considering how I am able to bear it.

As for what you said at parting, that I have “a
relish for the vanities of life,” I own that I regard
them too much. But, I bless God, such is not the
governing temper of my mind, and that I can say
with a full assurance, that I know how to postpone
them, not only to my duty to God, but to my affec-
tion for you. And I think you may easily believe
it, when I now give it under my hand, as you had it
yesterday from my mouth, that I will willingly and
thankfully take you with what your father and mother
will give you, if by any means there be a prospect
of the necessary comforts of life.

I remain, dear Madam,

Your sincere Lover and respectful Servant;

P. DoDDRIDGE.

VOL. II..
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TO MISS KITTY.

MADAM, June 29, 1735,
It is no new thing for me to begin my addresses to
you upon such occasions, with a declaration of my
surprise at the late change of your behaviour. I
think it a great misfortune to be suspected of any
deficiency of that affection which I owe you; and of
the sincerity of which God and my own conscience
are witnesses, and I wish I could not add indeed, to
its excess. You complain of late of a change in
my conduct. Permit me in one word to tell you
what it is, and to give you an acconnt of the occa-
sion and degree of it. My heart for a considerable
time had been so. entirely swallowed up with affec-
tion for you, that you became in a manner my all.
In every moment of leisure you engrossed my thoughts
and my discourse. Even when. you were absent,
you mingled yourself with all my studies. You de-
termined by your smile or your frown whether I
should be either sprightly and cheerful, or distracted
with care and anxiety, unfit for devotion, for study,
for conversation, or usefulness ; nay, God forgive me,
when I confess, that where his blessed self, and the
most important objects of religion, and the brightest
hopes a creature can form had ore theught, you at
least had ten. The hope of obtaining you and the
fear of losing you affected me more sensibly than the
thoughts of a happy or.a miserable eternity. And
was thig, madam, the temper of a Christian or a
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minister ? Was this a proper course to engage the
favourable interposition of Providence to determine
this dear affair according to my wishes. When I read
Mr. Baxter's excellent treatise on Self-Denial, and
being. Crucified to the World, and examined my
temper by it, though, I bless God, I found a great
deal to be thankful for upon other accounts, yet when
I turned my thoughts to you I could not but continu-
ally condemn myself ; not that I loved you better than
any other friend—not that I rejoiced in every thing
that looked like an excuse of your love to me, and
made you the greatest of my creature-comforts. That,
madam, I always allowed, and I allow it to this
moment. ButI condemned myself for this, that I put
you almost in the place of heaven, and thus clouded
the evidences of ‘my own sincerity, and sacrificed
the pleasures. of an habitual communion with God,
to at best an. inferior happiness; and toe frequently to
those tormenting agonies that arose from the suspi-
cion of your love to. me, or the fear of being other-
wise deprived of you. This, madam, was one of the
greatest faults I found.to charge upon myself in my
self-examination before the last sacrament ;- and this
was what I solemnly engaged to endeavour to reform:
And will you then condemn me if I have not entirely
forgotten an engagement of so sacred a nature?. May .
God forgive me, that I have forgotten it so far!l
If upon the whole you have less of my thoughts
than you. had some time ago, it is only that God; and
my Redeemer, and heaven may have more, and that
E2
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the divine Being might not be provoked to take away
a friend of whom I had made an idol.

Once more, madam, I do seriously assure you (and
as I have often done before, I profess in the presence
of God,) that I love you with greater tenderness than
I can express; and that I have never permitted any
friend upon earth to rival, or even approach you in
my regard. I am daily praying that if it be.the
good pleasure of God, I may be so happy as to enjoy
you; and that it may be my daily and delightful
care to make your life easy and pleasant, to promote
your present and your future happiness. May God
say Amen to this petition. And may you, madam,
join your consent. But if you will barbarously and
ungratefully despise my love, and banish me from
your heart and from your sight, though I have never
deserved it from you, I shall own it as a just punish-
ment from God for the excessive fondness I have
bestowed upon you. I cannot certainly say I should
have strength and virtue to undergo so severe a trial ;
but I must submit myself to the determination of
Providence ; and this I can confidently affirm, that if
I were to lose not only you, but every other friend
whom I have in the world, many of them deservedly
dear and valuable, though not one of them equally
beloved with yourself, yet while I have a sense of
the Divine favour, the present entertainments of a
scholar, a minister, and a Christian, and the future
hopes of everlasting glory, it will be my folly and my
crime if I am utterly inconsolable : and yet I cannot
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but often fear that I may be found so foolish and so
wicked, if I am brought to the trial. My dear crea-
ture, let your goodness prevent it, and restore the
peace of

Your anxious Lover and faithful Servant,

P. DoppRrINGE.
[]

TO MR. THOMAS FREEMAN.

DEAR SIR, Burton, July 91, 1785.

I Am informed your ship is still anchored in the
Downs, and that I may have one opportunity more
of paying my respects to you, and wishing you a
happy voyage, which I do with the greatest sincerity.
I am sorry to think how much you must necessarily
be straitened for room and tormented with noise.
However it is some pleasure for me to reflect, that the
boisterous rudeness and impious profaneness of the
crew will give you a greater relish for that rational
and polite entertainment which you may meet with
from those excellent books you took on board, and
those sober companions in whom you tell us you are
happy.

We have most of us here at Burton, so dreadful
an idea of the dissolute manners of the generality of
seamen, that we cannot but have some tender appre-
hensions on your account. But it is a comfort to
us that we are daily recommending you to the grace,
as well as the protection of that Almighty Being who
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can render you- victorious. over all temptations, and
preserve you virtuous and religious even in the midst
of the most detestable examples of debauchery and
impiety. And I can assure you, sir, that the account
good Mrs. Wilmot gave us of the sobriety and regu-
larity of your behaviour while with her, has been
very agreeable to us, and a great encouragement to
hope that you will look upon all the profaneness you
may find aboard with detestation and grief, rather
than with pleasure and a taste for imitation.

The choice you have made of books is to me an
intimation both of judgment and politeness. I need
not advise you often to read them; for, whether I
consider your temper and circumstances, or the agree-
able entertainment they are capable of giving you,
I am sure you cannot neglect them. Above all, let
me earnestly entreat you to study your Bible. Con-
sider it as the word of God, and make it very familiar
to you; and I will assure you, my friend,’ upon my
own repeated experience, that you will find it the
surest counsellor and the sweetest companion. I
apprehend, sir, that in your present situation you
have not ‘many opportunities for retirement ; but let
not that be an impediment to secret prayer. Mo-
desty and humility will teach us to avoid pharisaical
ostentation ; but it is beneath a man, and much less
a Christian, to be ashamed of the appearance of reli-
gion. It is glorious ‘rather than weak for a rational
creature to acknowledge, .even in the presence of the
abandoned and profane, that he believes in the
superintending care of a divine Being, that he reposes
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himself upon his guardian providence, and has a
grateful sense of his uninterrupted bounty. Believe
it, sir, their own consciences will tell them, if they
see you acting under such a persuasion, that you are
what they themselves ought to be, and in their hearts
they will secretly reverence that piety which, with
dissembled scorn, they would seem to disdain.

The circumstances and compliments of the family
I leave to another hand ; and only beg that, while
we are remembering you in our daily devotions,
you would not be unmindful of us; but that, from
sea. and from land, from distant regions and different
olimates, our prayers may meet in the presence of
that . God who fills heaven and earth with his pre-
sence, and whose ears will always be open to our
ery, if it proceed from an honest and a pious heart.

I am, dear Sir,

Your most affectionate Friend-and humble Servant,

Paivie DopDRIDGE.

TO MY BROTHER.

DEAR BROTHER, . Burton, Aug. 5, 1735.
I BECEIVED a letter from you ard another from my
sister about four days ago; and, though it is not
much above & fortnight since I wrote, yet I-cannot
omit this opportunity of paying my respects to you.
I thank you both for all the expressions of your
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affection to me, and particularly for your desire of
seeing me at London. I am sure the thoughts of

_your company there were very agreeable to me, and
I could not make myself tolerably easy in the disap-
pointment, if I did not hope that a more convenient
opportunity will shortly come, when, instead of a
week, I may spend a month with you and the rest of
my friends in London and its neighbourhood.

I suppose by this time you have read Watts’s Dis-
sertations. I am not able to give a judgment upon
them, because I have read only the three first, and
that several months ago. If I understand his scheme, -
which seems not always very clear, it is much the
same with that of the gentleman who made such a
noise in Derbyshire, and procured himself the title of
a heretic with a present of fifty pounds to counter-
balance it ; which I suppose, you, sir, would be con-
tent to take together. For my own part, I am very
happy in the reputation of an orthodox man; which
you will not doubt, when I tell you that Mr. Brad-
bury hes inserted my name in the list of those whom
he proposes, or, if I mistake not, himself ordains to
have a share in a legacy of twelve thousand pounds,
left by somebody whose name [ shall remember when
I have received the one hundred and twentieth part
of his bounty, if it should ever come to my share. I
have lately received five pounds of Mr. Tong on the
like account, and have such another affair depending ;
so that I hope in time my poverty will enrich me.
At present, though I am not much before hend in
the world, I contrive to live handsomely enough.
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My’ expenses are never extravagant, .and I never
want money, nor indeed any thing else, but wit and
grace. I have, besides a watch, bought twenty
pounds’ worth of books within these two years, most
of them cheap enough ; and it is my happiness to be
a member of a society, in which, for little more than
a crown a year, I have the reading of all that are
purchased by the common stock, amounting to six-
teen pounds yearly. They are generally some of the
most entertaining and useful works that are published.
And then I have the studies of all the neighbouring
ministers at my service, some of which I will assure
you are very well furnished. I have now before me
Gerard Brand’s History of the Reformation in the
Low Countries, in four volumes, commonly sold for
six pounds; I suppose you are no stranger to the
character it bears. Dr. Calamy told a young minister
that he who had not read Brand was a brute. I
own I cannot extol it at so high a rate. I have
found some of the tediousness of the Dutchman ; but
upon the whole, the story is very curious and instruc-

tive. The style is grave and plain.. I have not
" found a line of wit in it; but there is a great deal of
solid sense, especially in the speeches. He does not
deal much either in reflections or characters, but
generally goes on in a plain narration of facts. He
produces his authorities throughout, and seems care-
fully and judiciously to have consulted a vast many
authors and written with great appearance of impar-
tiality, with freedom of thought, and a great desire
of promoting the glorious cause of liberty and-cha-
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rity, which I hope hath received some advantage
from the translation of the work into English, and
the countenance and acceptance it has found in the
world. I shortly intend to enter upon Burnett’s His-
tory of the Reformation in England, in three folios,
and to read Dr. Collett’s Life as a suitable prepa-
ration to it. I continue to spend an hour a day on
Baxter, whom I admire more and more. And I
spend another on Homer, which I read in the original
with Pope’s translation and notes. I have as yet
read only to the end of the eighth Iliad ; but, as far
as I can judge, this is one of the finest translations
in the English language ; and, what is very extraor-
dinary, it appears to the best advantage when.com-
pared with the original. I have read both carefully
so far, and written remarks as I went along, and I
think I can prove that, where Pope has omitted one
beauty, he has added or improved four*.

According to my daily custom 1 will now make an
excursion from my books to my mistress. My affair
with her grows a little perplexed.. However; the case
is shortly this. She is a woman of very good sense,
a most obliging: temper, and admirably fitted for a
minister’s wife. I am' thoroughly assured that she
loves me, but then she -loves herself too well to
plunge herself into strait eircumstances with me.
If her uncles consent, she will be a.good fortune, one
way or another, .at least a: thousand pounds, and they

* The Rev. Job Orton relates that these Remarks upon Homer
were sufficient to constitute a considerable volume. See his Life of
Dr. Doddridge, page 16.
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talk of a pretty deal more. If they do not, her mother
has so much at her own disposal that she may easily
set- her above the probability of want. Or if a
brother who is now at sea dies, an estate to the value
of near three hundred pounds a year will come among
her and her four sisters. If any of these things
should happen, or if by finding out a north-east pas-
sage, I should ever come to an estate of my own, I
shall have no great reason to doubt of success ! Ifnone
of these views succeed, she is absolutely determined
never to marry me—which I heartily consent to, be-
lieving that, as well as I love her, I could live much
happier without her, than if I'saw both her and myself
entangled in those difficulties, or forced to comply
with those meannesses which we might expect if we
had nothing but a small voluntary subscription to
depend upon. . Considering the uncertainty of ‘the
affair, I endeavour to.moderate my affection as well
as I can, and upon the whole it gives me very little
disturbance ; though I own I was in such a paroxysm
when my cousin was here, and I was obliged to be a
little more idle than ordinary, that if you were :to
judge only by his report, you might fairly conelude
that I was entranced ‘beyond . the possibility of re-
covery. As for the worthy gentleman I mentioned
last he is not now with ug; but a few .days ago 1
received a letter from him, in which he oerders me to
direct to him at Mr. Hall’s. I am very glad to hear
Mrs. Nettleton’s house is'so-well filled. I desire my
service to her and all other friends, especially to my
dear sister,. to. whom I.shall say a good deal more,
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not having room for it here. And I consider that
in writing to one I write to both, though perhaps
neither can read it, and so desiring an answer in
less than a twelvemonth, I conclude without con-

cluding at all.

FROM THE REV. SAMUEL CLARK.

DEAR SIR, St. Albans, Aug. 18, 1725.

- I HAVE both your last letters before me, the former
of May the twenty-ninth, and the latter of July the
twenty-second. I am sorry for the difficulties you
meet with, and for the unkind behaviour of Mr. and
Mrs. Freeman ; but I hope you have some consolation
in the constancy and affection of the daughter. The
opposition in your way will but so much the more
endear the enjoyment at last; and, in the mean time,
excite that fervour of prayer and that dependance
upon God which will certainly be crowned with an
answerable recompense. Pray give my humble ser-
vice to all the family, and particularly to Miss Kitty,
and tell her that if my mistress was to talk with her
she would, from her own experience, encourage her
to persevere in a generous constancy, and to wait
with patience the happy issue. We are now got
into a habitation of our own, which, though it be
small, is convenient and neat, and pleases me the
better because it gives me an opportunity of inviting
you to St. Albans, where you may depend upon a
hearty welcome. I the rather desire this, because it
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will be impossible for me to be present at your ordi-
nation, both upon the account of the great distance,
and also because about that time my wife will be very
near her confinement. I heartily wish you the pre-
sence of God upon that solemn occasion, and an
increase of the gifts and graces of his Spirit. I am
glad Hinckley is so well provided for; had it been
still vacant, I could have recommended a particular
friend of mine, one Mr. Ware, an ingenious man and
good preacher, who would willingly fix in some post
of service.

Mr. Hunt’s ordination at Newport will be about
the beginning of September; I do not well know
whether on the 7th. I have promised to be there if
nothing particular hinders me, and, if we do not see
you before, should be glad to have your company
home from thence, and, if you could so order it, to
spend a Sabbath day with us. My mistress gives
her service to you. I pray God still more and more
to assist and succeed all your ministrations, and am,

Dear Sir, -
Your affectionate Friend and Servant,

S. CLARK.
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TO MY SISTER.

DEAR SISTER, Burton, Sept. 22, 1735.
I HoPE you will excuse me that I write to you some-
thing sooner than I promised, or than youn expected ;
for which the penny post-mark will give you a
reason. '

I know your first inquiry . will be how I got home ;
I bless God I can answer very safe, though not- with-
out some danger and disorder. I know not what
was the matter with my horse, but on Tuesday in
the afternoon, between St. Albans and Redburn, he
threw me twice over his head, once on a gentle trot,
the second time on a brisk pace ; but a little dirt, and
indeed a very little, was all the harm I then received.

As we were going on Thursday morning from
Newport to Bedford, I escaped a much greater dan-
ger, and desire to acknowledge it, with hearty thanks
to the care of Providence which preserved me in it.
We were coming along in a narrow lane and met
with I know not how many waggons of coals. I
was aware of the difficulty and endeavoured to guard
against it; but my horse being a little frighted at
the ditch on one side, started and came too near the
waggons on the other. There was a sudden turn in
the road which I did not observe, which just at the
" same time threw the waggon on towards me, so that
my foot was caught in one of the wheels and
whirled round with it for a part of its course, and the
other came so near me after I was entangled, that all
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the lower part of my right side, and my horse’s
shoulder, were covered with its dirt ; and yet, through
the goodness of Geod, I got not the least harm, not so
much as a strain or bruise.

From Newport to Leicester I had the most agree-
able company I could have wished. But by the
way I got a cold, which made my Lord’s day’s
work exceedingly laborious. I foolishly drank some
hot ale on Sabbath day night, and so lay in a violent
fever till moming, without one hour of quiet rest;
but drinking a large draught of warm toast and
water, I then slept perfectly well, and have continued
mending ever since.

You cannot imagine how much I was concerned
to leave you; but it was a great comfort that I left
you in tolerable health. I pray God to continue and
increase it, and by his bountiful Providence to supply
all your wants. It pleases me to think that though
you are in some straits, you are still much happier
than the generality of mankind. . You have the enter-
tainments of religion and a good conscience. You
are exceedingly beloved and respected by your
friends. You have a husband of whose character
I will say nothing, because he may perhaps read
this letter; and you are provided with a necessary
subsistence. And .if your clothes show more marks
of your good housewifery than you could wish, it
signifies not a straw what strangers think.. And
those that.know. you will rather consider it as adding
to the worth of your character, that you are got
above trifles, and can behave with so much cheer-
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fulness and graceful serenity in circumstances which
would put some people continually out of humour. .

You must excuse this philosophy, for I have lately
been forced upon some very grave speculations, being
on the brink of losing my mistress; nay, being at
this present writing totally, if not finally dismissed.
I know not.what the end of these things may be;
but I have the pleasant reflection that I have treated
her with a great deal of honour and constancy ; and
have at present brought my mind to such a balance
that I am persuaded I can be happy either with or
without her.

Pray give my hearty service to my brother, and
thank him for favouring me with so much of his
company at the beginning of the month.  Let him
know that Mr. Earl preached at Newport, and gave
us an admirable sermon from those words of our
Lord, Call no man father upon earth, which will
be printed, and which I would recommend to his
perusal if it comes in his way. My service to Mr.
and Mrs. Campden, Mrs. Nettleton, Mr. Horseman’s
. family, &e.

I am, dear Sister,

Your most affectionate Brother and Servant,

Puirip DoDpDRIDGE.

P.S. Miss Kitty gives her service. I have not
yet seen Mrs. Jennings. A multitude of people
inquire after you; for every body that knows me
knows my sister.
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TO MISS KITTY,

JUST ON THE CRISIS OF OUR AFFAIR.

DEAR MADAM, ' September 25, 1725.

I PRESUME once more to trouble you with a few
lines, not so much to give as to receive a lesson.

My heart is still sincerely yours, and therefore if
you can resolve to pardon my indiscretion in having
opened the affair so plainly to my friends at Har-
borough, and will resolve not to put so very unjust
a construction as you have hitherto done upon those
little freedoms with other people to which my temper
inclines me; if you can bring yourself heartily to
love me, and to be easy in me as a husband, I do
once more repeat the assurance I have so often given
you, that I will study to behave myself in every
respect according to your wishes; and though other
valuable friends will always have a considerable
share in my esteem and affection, yet friendship shall
always keep its place, and never intrench on those
peculiar regards which I owe to you. If you deter-
mine thus, I promise that I will endeavour to forget
whatever is past; and if you are no more angry
without a just provocation, you shall never hear from
me that you have formerly been so.

But if on the other hand, you cannot reconcile
yourself to my temper, nor be happy in me as a hus-
band ; if you still continue to suspect the realjty of
my love after the demonstration I have given you of °
its siﬂcerity, and your heart be indeed alienated from

VOL. 1I. r '
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me, as I have seen great cause of late to suspect it is,
I then desire one further declaration of it; for I own
I see so many charms in your person and character,
that I dare not continue to converse any longer with
you, but am come to a resolution to remove next
Thursday, and to give myself up entirely to the plea-
sures of friendship, of study, and of devotion. Your
free acknowledgment . of your sentiments upon this
head, either by letter or discourse, will either fix me
for ever yours, by assuring me that you intend to be
mine, or put an end to all further importunity from

Your ardent Lover and respectful Servant,

Puruip DopprIiDGE.

TO MR. CLARK.

REV. SIR, . Harborough, Nov. 17, 1725.
1 navE delayed writing se long that I haye not left it
in my own choice how I shall begin : it must certainly
be with begging your pardon that I have written no
sooner; but my friend, the bearer, must plead my
excuse, who has kept me waiting some weeks in
expectation of his journey. I bless God, I got safe
to Boston ; but indeed it was- through no little dan-
ger. In a narrow way between Newport and Bed-
ford we met a waggon, and as I attempted to pass
between the cart-road and the hedge, one of my legs
wes entangled in the wheel, and had certainly been

4 .
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broken to pieces if it had not been immediately dis-
engaged, I know not how, after it had been drawn
half round the course of the wheel. I desire you
will concur with me in returning thanks to that
watchful Providence to which I owe my preservation
from so calamitous an accident.

Mr. Hardy’s company was very entertaining all
the way, and Mr. Calamy grew more agreeable as
our acquaintance increased. After my arrival at
home, I was for a few days disordered with a cold,
but am now perfectly recovered. I found Miss Kitty
well ; but since that time my affair with her has run
through a great variety of circumstances. I formerly
told you how Mr. and Mrs. Freeman have lately
treated me. They very directly told me about six
weeks ago, that though they heartily respected and
loved me, and though, with a fair prospect of pro-
viding for a family, they should be very well pleased
with me as a son-in-law, yet as circumstances then
were, and considering the uncertainty of the affair,
they could not think it convenient we should be in
the same house together, and so desired that I would
shift my quarters for a while. I did not care to
force myself upon them, and knew I should be hear-
tily welcome at Mrs. Jennings’s, end so removed
hither last October. Kitty and I parted on very
good terms. I have often visited her since;-and
I verily believe this separation will rather serve
than prejudice my design with relation to her. I
think I have not the least reason to doubt the sin-
cerity of her love; and as for her parents, their

F2
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behaviour is far more obliging than it ever was;
and I do verily believe, that before Lady-day they
will desire me to return into thg family again. In
the mean time my settlement at Harborough is very
agreeable; I am charmed with the ‘good sense, po-
liteness, and serious unaffected piety, which I ob-
serve in' Mrs. Jennings and Mrs. Wingate, not only
every day, but almost every hour that I spend with
them. I expound in the family every morning, and
have the pleasure to see that this and all my other
attempts to serve and entertain them are very kindly
and thankfully received. We have a great deal of
good company in the town' and neighbourhood, espe-
cially Mr. Some and Mr. Arthur. They are both
admirable men; my respect for them is -daily in-
creasing ; and as I talk over with one or the other of
them almost every thing I read, their conversation
turns to very good" account. - I often divert myself
with playing with their children, whom indeed I' am
growing very fond of, not only upon account of their
dear-and excellent parents, but for many hopeful and
amiable dispositions which I continually discover in
them. The great inconvenience I here find is iny
distance from Kibworth; which, considering the cold
and wet weather, the short days, and the bad roads,
is indeed very disagreeable’; but then I often preach
at Harborough, and when I do not, I ride over the
fields, and seldom return on the Lord’s day night,
but in the evening preach a lecture and li¢ at some
friend’s house, and spend the Monday in visiting the
people. '
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The small-pox prevails in Harborough: neither
Mr. Some nor Mr. Arthur have had it. They both
have entertained thoughts of being inoculated ; but I
much question whether either of them will venture
upon it. Last Lord’s day I received a letter from
Mr. Gist to remind me of a bill which he says is
four pounds twelve shillings, but which is an ex-
travagant price for a drugget suit. I beg the favour
of you to discharge it as soon as possible, and to
receive five pounds of Mr. King, in the Poultry, in
the beginning of the next year. I hope I may before
that time wish you joy of a little one, and earnestly
desire to hear how your lady does. My humble
service to my friends at St. Albans. '

I am, Reverend Sir,
Your most obliged, most affectionate,
and most humble Servant,

Puirip DopDRIDGE.

TO MR. WRIGHT.

REV. SIR, November 17, 1735.
I PRESUME so far upon your goodness as to trouble
you with a few lines by a friend to let you know,
that, through the mercy of God, I am in good health,
and always retain a very grateful and respectful
sense of the many favours I received from you when
I was last in town, as well as of the condescending
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and obliging manner in which you have always
treated me. .I would now presume to remind youn of
your promise to supply me with some more books to
give away among the poor of our congregition,
which are many.” I have a few of the others re-
maining, bit by far the greater part of them are
either given away or lent to circulate in the congre-
gation, according to a method which I think I inti-
mated to you in a former letter. I hope, sir, the
distribution will in some measure answer the cha-
ritable design of the donor. The people thirk them-
selves much obliged to me for them; and I appre-
hend, according to the best information I can get,
that they receive some advantage by reading them.
I do not know of any little book which you sent us
that has been more serviceable to them than your
treatise upon Regeneration. I am very well aware,
sir, that you are very indifferent to applause; and
if you were not, it were very presumptuous for me
and my poor farmers and labourers at Kibworth to
take upon us to commend Mr. Wright and his per-
formances ; yet I think I ought not to conceal it from
you, that I have heard many of our people, of dif-
ferent ages, characters, and circumstances, speak of
that book of yours with a very affectionate satisfac-
tion. You are preaching to several families in my
congregation every Lord’s day night, and "I bless
God, that he gives me some reason to hope that you,
sir,- from whom I bave received ' many important
favours, and in whose usefulness and happiness I
therefore think myself very nearly concerned, are
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'here, and no doubt in many other places, doing good
to numbers of people whom. you never saw, and who
-will not have an opportunity of thanking you till
they meet you in heaven! And besides this, I own
I am pleased, and perhaps not without some mixture
of vanity, that the taste of the people I statedly
preach to is so agreeable to yours, and that of many
other persons, who in rank, learning, and ' ‘politeness
are of a superior order,-and that they have the good
sense -to relish a treatise which had nothing to re-
commend it -but what is so valuable. You easily
perceive, sir, that I am begging another dozen of
this book, if you can convenieritly spare them. The
choice of the rest I refer to you, only desiring that
with regard to the circulation I intend, you would
send as great a variety as you can. I am just going
to write to Mr. Chandler, and will direct him to, call
upon you some Friday in the afternoon, to receive
your answer to this part of the letter.

I hope, sir, that when you can spare time from
more important business, you will favour me with
a line or two directed to me at Kibworth as before ;
in which you will let me know when the legacy is
to be paid, which gave you so much trouble when I
was last i town ; what application I and the neigh-
bouring ministers must make to receive it, and what
form of -acquittance must be sent; and likewise, if
you please, whether there is yet any payment of the
East India legacy, in which you, sir, were so good
as to secure me a share. I haveno important news
to send you, but that the small-pox prevails pretty
much in Harborough, where I now am. Neither
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Mr. Some nor his assistant, Mr. Arthur, have had
them. They are very apprehensive of their danger,
and have entertained many thoughts of inoculation.
Mr. Some has drawn up a treatise on the subject, in
which he has considered the arguments on.both
sides with a great deal of perspicuity and mode-
ration*. I believe he intends to publish it to the
world ; and think it probable that Mr. Arthur, who
is now in far greater danger than himself, will ven-
ture upon the experiment recommended in a few days.
I know that upon this notice we are secure of your
prayers for the continuance of - the lives of two such
amiable and useful persons. I desire that I likewise
may have a share in your remembrance before the
throne of grace, and am,

Reverend Sir,

Your most obliged and most humble Servant,

Purvie DoppRIDGE.

TO MR. WOOD .

DEAR SIR, : Harborough, Nov. 17, 1725.
I acteD the part of a very faithful messenger; and
indeed I believe even beyond expectation, for I de-
livered your letter according to your command, even

* Many weak but pious people then entertained the idea, that it
was impious to bring a disease upon themselves artificially. -

t See a notice of thxs gentleman, pages 19, and 20, of the first
volume.
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before I thréw myself at the feet of my mistress. Your
friends were heartily glad to hear from you; but I
apprehend that some of them are scandalized at your
going constantly to meeting. Since I saw you I have
been in a great deal of anxiety about poor Kitty,
but at length we have parted ; and, that nothing may
prevent our meeting, I have removed to a distance of
six miles, that I may be nearer to her than when we
lived in the same house! I am come to live at Har-
borough, where I am- surrounded with many valu-
able friends and agreeable entertainments; where, in
short, I am the envy of almost all my acquaintance.
Yet even here, as agreeable as my situation is, I am
not perfectly happy ; for alas! at this very moment
I languish in absence; and by a gentle force, which I
know not how to resist, am carried away in impa-
tient desire after the enjoyment of a distant good.
You will naturally interpret this as an amorous sen-
timent inspired by the charms of my mistress, in
the contemplation of whose beauty you take it for
granted I am now regaling my imagination. But
how fallible is mortal man! and how liable are even
school-masters themselves to be mistaken! It is now
almost twelve o'clock at night, and the absence in
which I languish is an absence from my bed ; and
that distant good which I am so desirous of obtain-
ing is a refreshing nap, which I almost anticipate
even while I mention it. '
I remember upon a recollection, which in this
state of indolence is very laborious, that I oncé had
a mistress at Burton, and a friend at St. Albans;
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whom I have thought of with a great deal of plea-
sure; but in these drowsy moments the transports
of love and friendship are no more. If I have not
entirely lost my reasoning faculties, they do not
remain in any capacity to philosophise, and I can
only affirm, that the summum bonum hominum, the
supreme happiness of which human nature is capable,
is a soft, warm, quiet bed. But why should I keep
myself awake to describe my inclination to sleep ?

Good night, dear sir. I am at present neither
your friend nor servant—but I hope to rest——a.nd
remain. Howdoyouspell

PuiLie DoppripGE ?

TO MR. MASSEY.

DEAR SIR, Harborough, Nov. 17, 1725.
I HAVE not yet received a line from you or my good
friend your son in answer to my last of October the
4th. However, I heard by Mr. Gay that you received
it, and return you thanks.in Mrs. Jennings’ name for
the. trouble you gave yourself in that affair. As you
are never weary of doing kind offices, so I am never
weary of receiving: thein either.for myself or friends.
And I am now coming to you again in the quality
of a petitioner. If I have.any acquaintance.in the
county whom I love and value that need the assist-
ance of a friend in town, who is'a man of distin-
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guished humanity and benevolence, as well as of
a good ecapacity for business, I naturally direct him
to Mr. Anthony Massey. All the excuse I can
make for this is, that if T had not a great esteem
and affection for you, I should never give you this
trouble. But now I do not need any excuse at all,
for I have sent you one of your old friends, whom
I am sure you will be ready to serve for his own
sake as well as for mine. MTr. Perkins is as capable
of telling you his own business as most men I ever
knew. All the part that I can imagine myself to
have in the affair is only to let you know that his
son whom he would settle in London, is one of my
particular favourites. I have known him several
years, and lived in the same house with him several
months. I always found him very sober and dili-
gent, of as quick and obliging a temper as one could
desire, and of a readiness to apprehend, and dex-
terity to dispatch any kind of business, far beyond
what I have ordinarily known in persons of his age
and circumstances. I therefore concur with his other
friends in requesting that, if you recommend him to
any situation, it may be in a religious family, and to
a person who will treat him kindly.

My service waits on that gentleman in your
family who was once my obliging correspondent ;
and your pretty daughter, of whom I desire you to
take special care, because I apprehend she is growing
into a capacity of doing a great deal of mischief!
Mirs. Jennings gives her service to you, and will be
glad to see you at her house; where, if you come
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before Christmas, you will probably find among
other company, which I believe will be very agree-
able, . .

Dear Sir,

Your most faithful, affectionate, and .
obedient Servant and Chaplain,

PaiLie DopprIDGE.

P.S. I hope you will be sensible of the honour I
do you when I write myself your chaplain: for I
dreamed last night that I was Archbishop of Canter-
bury! When I really am so, the best entertainment
that Lambeth can afford shall be at your service.

—

TO MR. MATTHEW CLARK.

REV. SIR, Nov. 17, 1725.
It is very agreeable to me to embrace every oppor-
tunity of paying my respects to you : and I the more
gladly lay hold on this as I had not an opportunity
of seeing you when I was last in London. I had
promised myself abundant satisfaction in your com-
pany, and, to my great mortification, you dined at
Mr. Massey’s, and preached in the neighbourhood.
on a day when I was unavoidably engaged to be at
Hampstead. It would be doubly unhappy if what
I lament as my misfortune should be imputed to me
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as my fault. But indeed, sir, I know the candour
of your temper so well, and am so conscious of my
sincere respect and affection for you, that I cannot
persuade myself to imagine you would put such a
construction upon it.

If the weather and ways be good, and you can
conveniently make a journey to Harborough next
summer, and God is pleased to continue your life
and health, it will be very agreeable to us all. And
I believe none will rejoice in it more than I, who
am, with the sincerest gratitude and respect,

Reverend Sir,

Your most obliged and most obedient Servant,

P. DoppRIDGE.

* P.S. Our Glen and Lankton lectures are continued,
as we hope the exhibitions for them will be. My
humble service waits on Mr. Jolly. Mr. Watts* will
be glad to hear that Mrs. Jennings is well. He
hardly remembers that he ever saw me, otherwise I
should be very glad to send my respects to him; for
I have received so much entertainment and advantage
from his writings, that I cannot but have an affection
for his - person, and should think myself happy if
Providence should ever give me an opportunity of
cultivating an acquaintance with him.

® Afterwards Dr. Watts.
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TO LADY RUSSEL.

HONOURED MADAM, Dec. 1, 1725.
WHEN I had the honour of seeing your ladyship last,
I did not recollect what Mr. Some had hinted to me
some months ago, that it was probably upon Sir
Harry Houghton’s recommendation that Mr. Bradbury
inserted my name-in the list of Mr. B.’s legacies. I
therefore chose rather to trouble you with a line
upon the occasion, than to lie under any suspicion of
the ingratitude of neglecting the favour. If your
ladyship should ever happen to mention my name to
him, you will therefore please to let him know that
I have a due sense of that instance of his kindness.

I have from my very infancy received so many
favours from Lady Russel, that I know not how to
make .any suitable acknowledgment for them. I
hope she will at least believe that she may always
command those inconsiderable services which may
at any time lie in my power; and which I hope her
condescension and goodness will aceept, as proceeding
from a mind under the impressions of undnssembled
gratitude. ’

I would by no means - neglect the only return
I can at present offer, but heartily recommend both
you and your family to the continued care and fa-
vour of Providence, and to those peculiar influences
of divine grace, which will give the noblest relish to
the temporal enjoyments with which you are so



OF DR. DODDRIDGE. 79

plentifully surrounded, and prepare you for .the
richer entertainments of God’s immediate presence,
and for those distinguished glories which await such
as have surmounted the dangerous temptations of
riches and grandeur, and faithfully devoted them-
selves and their all to that gracious and ‘almighty
Being from whom their enjoyments are communi-
cated, and who is abundantly able to reward them,
while their fellow-creatures can only love and admire
them. I am, Madam, ’

Your Ladyship’s
most obliged and most humble Servant,

Puirre DopDRIDGE.

TO MR. HUGHES.

MY DEAR FRIEND, Harborough, Jan. 27, 1726.
WHEN I have read one of your letters I think nothing
can be more engaging and entertaining, till the next
I receive convinces me of my mistake by being still
more agreeable than the former. I am exceedingly
obliged to you for your last, and am very glad of
this opportunity of thanking you for it, and for the
kindness and friendship you express in it. You may
assure yourself, sir, that time and absence occasion
no decay in my esteem and affection to you. On the
contrary, they rather increase it, as I persuade myself
they daily add beauties and improvement to a cha-
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racter which was long ago exceedingly dear and
valuable to me. I should have been heartily glad if
the providence of God had given us an opportunity
of conversing more frequently with. one another: I
have a great deal of reason to think it would have
been very improving to me, and no way disagreeable
to you. But as our common Master and Father has
ordered it otherwise, it is a great satisfaction to me
to think that we are both in very agreeable circum-
stances; both engaged in a course of study and
labour the most delightful, the most honourable, and
the most important; both free from those incum-
brances and perplexities to which other callings and
relations might have exposed us; and both using
this fleeting life in a cheerful preparation for those
mansions of glory, where we hope for ever to con-
verse with each other on far more advantageous
terms than we could do if you were at Harborough
or I at Childwick. My retirement here is, as you
will easily imagine, very delightful to me. I have a
great deal of time. for study, and have daily oppor-
tunities of conversing with persons of good sense,
politeness, and-unaffected piety both at home and
abroad. You inquire into my present course of study.
I have not time to give you a_full account of it.
Most of my time is taken up with the Scriptures, and
in reading, composing, and transcribing sermons. I
spénd some time every day in the classics, which I
read with inexpressible pleasure. I am just on the
point of finishing Homier’s Iliad, with Pope’s Trans-
lation; which I.am sure I need not recommend to
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you. A few days ago I read a new trenslation of
Virgil's first Georgic, with which I am exceedingly
taken. It is by far the most literal translation I ever
saw. But as it never fails in giving the exact sense
of the original, so, which is very strange, it sometimes
equals Dryden’s both in elegance of language and
majesty of verse. To say it exceeds it in the fidelity
and the resemblance it bears to the air and manner
of Virgil would be saying nothing: for it is well
known that in both these important respects Dryden
has offended beyond excuse. The main fault is, that
in some instances the English construction is so trans-
posed as to render the sense perplexed ; which is an
imitation of the original; which, in my judgment,
our language does not warrant.

I am now studying the business of Conformity ;
and for that purpose am reading Calamy, and Hoad-
ley, as indeed I think it necessary to examine into
the affair again, before I determine upon being or-
dained among the dissenters, which will probably
fix me among them for life. On the whole I must
say, that as nothing has had a greater tendency to
confirm my belief of Christianity, than the most cele-
brated writings of Jews and Deists, and my adherence
to.the protestant cause, than the apologies of many
of the Roman communion, so the study of the best
defences of the church of England, which I have
yet seen, has added a great deal of weight to my
former persuasion, not only of the lawfulness, but
expediency of a separation from it. Yet when I see
how many plausible arguments may be advanced ¢n

VOL. II. G
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the contrary side, I am the less inclined to censure
those who yield to their apparent force. I have but
little opportunity of reading French, but hope some
time or anether to procure some of those books you
were pleased. to recommend.

My affair with Kitty remains in great uncertainty.
When it is determined one way or another, you shall
be informed. I know not when I shall go to Hinck-
ley, the way thither being now hardly passable.
You may depend upon it, that whenever I go it will
be with a double pleasure, if it be with a prospect of
doing you any service. In the mean time, remember
that celebrated passage of Terence :

In amore hec omnia insunt vitia : injurie,

Suspiciones, inimicitie, induciz, .
. Bellum, pax rursum. 4
Women are the same now that they were seventeen
hundred years ago, and love the same foolish, dis-
quieting thing, as when he would not so much as give
it a place in his catalogue of specious vanities. Thus
speaks the man who had once so much unreasonable
gallantry as, in a sermon, to call Eve «the fairest
flower. of paradise, and the brightest ornament of
untainted nature.” Would you know what has made
me so wise and so rude? Let me whisper it softly
in your ear ;—that this foolish, contemptible thing
has lately kept me awake two or three nights toge-
ther. You mention Mrs. Jennings in your letter:
she is well, and gives her service to you. To say she
has relinquished all angry resentment upon a certain
hgad, which you may perhaps recollect, would be
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saying a great deal too little: I know she heartily
loves you ; and she went so far as to say a few days
ago, that she had hardly a friend in the world whom
she sliould receive at her house with greater pleasure.

If you will not complain of the length of this let-
ter, I am sure I bave no reason to make any apology
for its-shortness. Be sure you. avoid your own bre-
vity, and remember

Your sincere affectionate Friend and Servant,

P. DoppRrIDGE.

. P.S. Service to all friends with you. You may
read to Mr. Clark what I have written about the
new translation of Virgil's Georgic, and save me the
trouble of transeribing; but be sure not to tell him
that I said one word to the discouragement of love ;
for I know he conquers me with his own experience,
and perhaps with a quotation or two from Proverbs.
I' need not tell you that I shall long for an answer.

TO MR WOOD.,

DEAR SIR, January 87, 1726.
A rerTER from Mr. Clark tells me you are married ;
and I hope this letter will come time enough to find
you in the triumphant joy of a bridegroom. I think
it is an idle ceremony to wish you all imaginable
happiness; I rather congratulate you upon having

G 2
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found it in the possession of a lady of so much reli-
gion and good sense, of so engaging a temper, and
8o agreeable a person. And yet after all, I do not
.know but I ought to put on a very angry air, and
tell you how much I resent the injury you have
done to our maiden world by engrossing such a dear
-ereature to yourself. I will assure you, sir, I do
not reckon myself altogether unconcerned in this
affair, though you were pleased humorously to say,
that I was but half a bachelor! Kitty and I had
some pretty high words a few days ago, and for
ought I know the next time you hear from me you
‘may find that she has sent me a willow garland.
And if such an accident should happen, I know
not how I could apply myself to a more charming
and a more favourite lady than Mrs. Mary Downes
—and now you have most impertinently made her
Mrs. Wood! I have not time to enlarge upon my
grievances, nor could you spare so many moments
from the conversation of the dear creature, as to
read a long memorial ; and therefore, sir, I must
conclude with assuring you, that though when you
were my master you called me your friend, and
have ever since treated me with as much condes-
cension and familiarity as if I were your equal;
though you first led me into that acquaintance with
the learned languages, which daily furnishes me
with delightful employment in the study of the
most celebrated writers of antiquity ; though it was
your daily care, if it had been possible, for many
months together to form me by the most judicious
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precepts and most instructive example to solidity of
thought, elegance of language, and gracefulness of
elocution; in one word, though I have reason to
remember you with the most grateful acknowledg-
ments every hour I study, and every sermon I preach,
yet after all, if you do not very quickly send me an
apology, and tell me that I shall have the liberty of
conversing as freely with the dear girl now she is
your wife, as I had while she was my young mistress,
I shall no longer remain, with undiminished respect,

Your most affectionate and obedient Servant,

PHiLip DopDRIDGE.

P.S. Pray give .my service to your father and
mother, and to sister Sally, but’ especially to the
Bride. I would have written her a letter of good
advice, if I did not know that her good sense and
your own render it altogether unnecessary.

I am just upon the point of ending Homer. I know
how much you admire him. But I desire you would
not let him teach you how to manage your wife ; nor
let your lady know how much scolding was in fashion.
among all the polite goddesses in the court of hea-
ven. For who knows but by an unexpected prodxgy
it might descend to this lower region !
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TO MR. CLARK.

DEAR SIR, March 6, 1726.

I was yesterday at Burton, and then made an end of
my affair with Miss Kitty, who has now absolutely
discarded me. The great foundation of the parting
quarrel was this. I had promised my friends at
Bedford to make them a visit; and I chose rather to
fix it for the time when I expected the company of
Mrs. Jennings and Mrs. Wingate, and perhaps of
Mr. Some and Mr. Arthur than to go alone. I might
have made my peace, on the condition of obliging
myself to break off all familiar correspondence with
this family for the time to come. But there would
have been something so indecent and ungrateful in
giving up such valuable and obliging friends, that I
could not persuade myself to do it. Besides, it would
have made us both appear ridiculous to any friends
that had known the circumstances of the affair, and
would have laid a foundation for such a future usur-
pation on her part and submission on mine, as I am
sure I could not be easy under. I have therefore
yielded to her importunate remonstrance, and con-
sented to break off the affair.

And now, sir, I have seriously to look back upon
an amour of about twenty-eight months; and I find,
that at the expense of a great many anxious days
and restless nights, fond transports, passionate expos-
tulations, weak submissions, and a long train of other
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extravagances, which I should be ready to call jm-
pertinent, if they were not too injurious to admit of
so soft a name, I have only purchased a more lively
conviction that all is vanity !

On the whole, I bless God that it is not such an
intolerable vexation as I was once ready to imagine
it would have been. But the warning I had of this
dreadful blow gave me an opportunity of summoning
up all my philosophy to my assistance. I am just
now come from the sacrament, where I have been
renewing the dedication of myself to God, and leav-
ing all my concerns with him. I have so often been
referring this dear business to his wisdom and good-
ness, that I dare not dispute his determination.
Kitty has left me, and a thousand fond schemes are
vanished with her, and it was just that I should lose
this creature, of whom I knew in my conscience I
had sometimes made an idol. But let me engage
your prayers for me, that whatever I lose, I may
never lose the approbation of my own comscience,
the sense of the divine favour, the lively apprehen-
sions of an eternal world, and the esteem and affection
of such excellent friends -as yourself, in whom I
expect a very considerable part of my present and
future happiness. My sincerest respects wait upon

your good lady, &c.

I am, Reverend Sir,

Your most obliged and most affectionate Servant,

Puivip DoppRIDGE.
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P.S. The small-pox is now in the town. Mr.
Some, Mr. Arthur, and our ladies here give their
service. I have this day been preaching a sermon
from Psalm xxvii. 10, to the remains of an afflicted
family, both the heads of which have been removed
almost together. Surely I need not add, that I' have
been blessing God for that generous friend whom he
raised up to be a father to me, when my father and
mother were no more; for when I told you it was
sacrament-day, you would easily imagine, sir, that
I had been thinking of you.

TO MY BROTHER.

March 10, A. D, 1796.
DEAR BROTHER,  Restoration! Peace!! and Liberty!!!

THEsE few lines come to let you know that I amx
well; and that I lost my mistress yesterday about
twenty minutes after four in the afternoon; and
that I am

Your very affectionate Brother and Servant,

PriLip DoDDRIDGE.
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TO MISS KITTY ¥,

DEAR MADAM, March 21, 1726.

I was exceedingly surprised at what you said to me
yesterday at Kibworth; and indeed my amazement
was so great, that I hardly knew how to answer you
upon the spot. It was indeed no convenient place for
a debate, therefore I choose rather to rectify your mis-
take by a letter. I -assure you, madam, nothing can
be more unjust than the charge you advanced against
m2.. I acknowledge you have now fully convinced
me that I must no longer flatter myself with the
hope of enjoying you as my wife, as you insist upon
a surprising demand which it will be impossible for
me ever to comply with, and which I cannot enter-
tain the least thought of submitting to! But though
you forbid me to entertain any thought of conversing
with you any longer as a mistress, you may depend
upon it, madam, that I shall always regard you as
one of the most valuable and excellent of my friends,
and should think myself highly blameable, if my
behaviour should give you any just ground to ques-
tion the sincerity of my gratitude and respect. As
for my not coming in when I called .at the door,
I am sure it was no intended neglect or affront.
In fact it was so late that I was afraid it would be
dark before I could get to Wagstone. And indeed
I found the way so bad, that in all probability I

* After parting with her.
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should have been in the utmost danger if I had
stayed but a quarter of an hour longer. I need not
mention your coming to the door, because I confess
I have still so much fondness for you, that I cannot
see you without some discomposure ; and judging of
you by myself, I was ready to imagine it might have
been an uneasiness to you, which I thought so much
the more probable, because you have often told me,
that if we parted you desired to see me as little as
possible. You perceive, madam, it .was really my
respect and tenderness which determined me to this
conduct, which you are pleased to call barbarous. I
am heartily glad that I can so confidently affirm, that
most of your suspicion and resentment which has
given both of us so much uneasiness in this affair
has been fully as groundless as this. -

I cannot but lament those unfortunate mistakes
which seem on both sides to have destroyed the
expectation of that happiness which we might other-
wise have found in each other. But you may
depenid upon it, madam, that in whatever place or
circumstances Providence may fix me, you will
always command a very high share in my affection
and esteem, and a very sincere remembrance in my
daily prayers. ‘
’ ' I am, Madam,

Your most obedient and obliged Servant,

PuiLir DopprinGE.
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TO MISS KITTY.

DEAR MADAM, Harborough, April 1, 1796.

I RECEIVED your incomparable letter as soon as I
came home yesterday evening, and can bardly des-
cribe the uncommon mixture of pleasure and torment
with which I perused it. I have long entertained a
very high opinion of you, but I must own that here
you seem to have exceeded even the brightest idea
which a lover had formed of the elegance of your
style and the vivacity of your wit. I am sure, at
least, I could with a great deal of pleasure sit down
to write a copious panegyric upon it, though I could
not pretend to number its beauties and particularly
to descant upon each. But it is my unhappy fate to
be obliged to endeavour to pull it to pieces; and
nothing but my concern to justify my conduct to
you, which that charming letter so severely attacks,
could have engaged me to undertake so disagreeable
a task.

I profess the force of your oratory is such, that
when I first read your letter, I was readier to imagine
I had been really to blame than that so excellent a
creature could be in the wrong, and that it was
madness to give her up if she could be secured upon
any terms that were not highly criminal. But I
have since slept a little upon it, and but a little!
I have been anxiously reviewing your letter, and
seriously reflecting upon the whole of your conduct,
and T have looked up to God for direction to enable
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me to judge of it as I ought; and upon the whole,
madam, I am fully convinced of what will perhaps
surprise you, that notwithstanding all the plausible
things which you have advanced to justify yourself
and to condemn me, my behaviour has been always
fair and consistent, and that I have been much
injured in the affair; though as I am sensible this
injury has been built upon your involuntary mistakes, -
so that I can easily pardon, and heartily esteem the
excellent lady from whom it was received.

I apprehend, madam, that the main question in
debate between us, is whether I have given you any
reason to believe that I did not love you, or that I
preferred any other person at the time when you
entertained those suspicions of me, and proceeded to
such dreadful extremities, upon.the supposition that
they had a rational foundation. If I did, I very
readily acknowledge that your late conduct towards
me has not only been strictly just, but far more
indulgent than I could reasonably have expected.
But if the reverse has been the fact, then you your-
self must allow, that I had reason to apprehend that
a temper inclinable to such groundless suspicions
would be the occasion of much future uneasiness,
and will rather applaud the strength of my reso-
lution, than accuse the weakness of my love, in
accepting the dismission which you had so often
_been offering to me. To prove that I did heartily
love you, I need only appeal to those professions
which I made of it to yourself and to all that I con-
versed with. For the sincerity of these professions
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in a case of such great importance, I need not scruple
to appeal to that God, who is the searcher of hearts,
and before whom I could not appear with any con-
fidence or hope, if I had been so base as to dissemble
with you. I know you are already replying in your
own mind, that you are persuaded I loved you once;
but that it was the decay of that love which gave
occasion to your suspicion. But in answer to this I
would entreat you to recollect that I repeated these
assurances almost a hundred times after this sus-
picion appeared, even to the very day when you
resolved upon our parting; and all the answer these
professions could procure was this, ¢ You wished you
could believe them to be true.” Indeed, madam,
this was language to which I had not been accus-
tomed! It was too plain a proof that you could
put but little confidence in my sincerity ; and I can-
not but wonder that I could so long entertain any
hope of being happy with a woman who had enter-
tained such an unworthy opinion of me, as to be-
lieve I could prevaricate in an affair of such a
nature.

As a further proof of the sincerity of my love; I
may argue from my having urged you so frequently
to continue to admit my addresses, when you seemed
absolutely resolved to dismiss me. Were I, as you
misrepresent it, desirous of an occasion of breaking
with you, why did I not take those oecasions when
you very expressly offered me that alternative, and
indeed, almost every time I came to wait upon you?
You tell me it was a sense of honour that engaged
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me to repeat the offer. But I entreat you, madam,
to consider what appearance of dishonour can there
be in quitting a lady who gives her lover a free dis-
rhission, and that for the most substantial reason in
the world, that after an intimate acquaintance of
above two years, she apprehends that their tempers
are very disagreeable to each other. Besides, madam,
you yourself told me again and again, that you
thought after such a declaration from you, I might
very honourably make my retreat; and'I always pro-
fessed myself of the same opinion, and yet continued
to follow you for several months together. Now such
an indefatigable pursuit of a woman whom one did
not love, when one could propose no extraordinary
-worldly advantage by obtaining her, must really argue
such a mixture of the knave and the fool as I have
not. often -observed in the same person !

In answer to these important evidences of my
love, you, madam, endeavour to justify your suspicion
by appealing to the papers which fell into your
hands, and insist upon my late indifference, and my
readiness to take a dismission from you, rather than
to give up that trifle, as you are pleased to call it,
which we are contending about.

As for the papers, madam, I am far from accusing
you of any failure of generosity in eonsulting them.
I believe ‘it is what almost any other woman in the
world would have done, if she had been in your cir-
cumstances. I will very frankly confess, that what
you met with in them might very reasonably give
you some uneasiness; but really, madam, I cammot
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apprehend that they could ever justify such a degree
of suspicion as you have entertained. There are
several .very remarkable passages, which plainly
prove I was once very fond of an excellent friend,
whom I now love with as much sincerity and respect,
though not with such wild' and unmanly transports,
and in whose daily conversation I discover the most
beautiful evidences of good sense, good nature,
and religion. But then, madam, you will please to
recollect, that this childish fondness for her was
some considerable time before I began to make
my addresses to you; and I was so little apprehen-
sive that its knowledge would give you any offence
that I very freely confessed it. I knew not one
word of your seeing my journal, and yet often di-
verted myself with talking of it ; and when you have
expressed some uneasy apprehensions upon this head,
I have always declared, that my friendship to her
never interfered with those distinguishing regards
which I owed to you ; and I now as seriously repeat
the declaration, as I could do it with my dying
breath.

As for what you mention with relation to the
young lady at Coventry, I am sure you must refer
to a passage of the 3d of July; for that is the only
time that I have been there since I began my ad-
dresses to you—I have written thus: ¢ This day I
breakfasted at Mr. R.’s with three pretty ladies,
whom, perhaps, I was ready to admire a little too
much, especially Miss Rachael.” I confess this
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looks a little odd in the journal of a lover !—but you
must consider, madam, that you had treated me very
ill the night before I set out for that journey, and
plainly intimated that you were resolved to dismiss
me; so that when I came thither, and saw three very
~ agreeable ladies in the family where I was to have
boarded, and saw that freedom and openness of
temper which was entirely agreeable to my own, I
confess I could not forbear wishing that if I was
forced to part with you, and the other circumstances
of the Coventry invitation had been such as that
I might have persuaded myself to accept it,—I
confess I was ready to imagine, that the charming
Miss Rachael (who I suppose is by this time married
to the minister who is settled among them) might
have done as much as any other person I knew
towards making some compensation for the loss of
the charming Miss Kitty !—This was but a random
thought, and you see I checked myself for it ; not as
imagining it was any infidelity to you, but because
it was a judgment formed upon too short an ac-
quaintance. And now, madam, do not you yourself
wonder, how you could infer from such a passage
that I loved her better than I did you; and yet this
you must infer,—if you would make it a vindication
of the suspicion you have entertained, and of the
manner in which you have treated me thereupon.
You further argue from my behaviour to you
since I came to Harborough ; in which you say you
have plainly discerned the unquestionable marks of
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a .declining passion. Here likewise I will frankly
confess, that I have been guilty of some little neg-
ligence, which business, conversation, and many tri-
fling accidents, which I cannot now particularly
describe, may very fairly account for, and for which
I have frequently asked your pardon. However, I
do solemnly profess, that I have loved you since I
came to Harborough as heartily, though not as ex-
travagantly, as I ever did in my life. I have been
‘therefore resolved to prosecute my affair with you as
far as I prudently could; and though I was not for
returning to Burton, till I thought there was some
considerable probability that it was upon a pretty
good bottom ; yet I assure you I have often longed
for that time, in the midst of all the good sense, the
religion, and the friendship, with which I have been
entertained here ; but here was the killing stroke:
you indulged a great many unaccountable fancies,
which had really no solid foundation, and so tormented
yourself in my absence; and then when I.came to
see you, and brought with me a heart full of tender-
ness and love, you received me on almost every occa-
sion with indifference or indignation. This is what
I often told you I was not prepared to bear, and
sufficiently intimated my apprehension that it would
prove fatal to my love; and I must be so honest
as to confess, that it has in fact given it a shock
which I fear I shall never be able perfectly to re-
cover ; and has done much more to impair my affec-
tion to you, and my expectation of happiness with

VOL. II. H
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you, within a few weeks, than I could have. believed
possible. You, madam, have been wearying me
every time you saw me with repeated declarations,
that you were fully convinced our tempers could
never suit ; that yon could never make yourself easy
in the thoughts of spending your life with me; that
you could not credit any of the professions which
I made of my love; and that you had reconciled
yourself -to the thoughts of parting. You know,
madam, it was a long time. before you could. bring
me to be of this mind ; but when I came to consider
of the affair at a distance from the blaze of thosa
charms which have often dazzled my reason, and
melted down my resolution, 1 was conyinced of the
justice of what you had saidi When I reflected
upon your former resentments, and compared them
with my own temper, I very plainly saw that in the
course of my life, L should almost daily repeat many
of those things which had given you so much dis.
quietude. I therefore resolved not to affect any aiv
of excessive fondness, but to leave the affair to your
determination, and to acquiesce in that, whatsoever
it might be.

When I was in this- temper, you, madam, to my
unspeakable surprise, put the affair upon a new foot-
ing; you told me you could not be easy if I kept
up my familiarity at Harborough, and persisted in
my resolution of a journey to Bedford, and other ap-
pointments of that nature. "I then thought, and I am
still of the same qpinion, that.this was going entirely
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out of your way, dnd preseribing to me in particu-
lars which ought to be left to my own discretion to
determine ; and I fancied, if I could think it prudent
to put my love to such kind of tests, I must either
leave you in continual. suspicion of it, which would
have made me miserable as a husband, or have en-
gaged myself to a fond kind of severity, to which
I could never long have submitted: I recollected
what trifles your jealousy had sometimes engaged
you to resent; what unaccountable constructions you
had sometimes put upon the most innocent of my
words and actions ; and therefore, upon the whole,
I thonght it prudent and ratiomal rather to take a
dismission upon:these terms than to yield to demands
of such a kind; and herein I had the concutrence
of some few among the wisest and best of my friends,
to whom I made a faithful representation of the case.
I determined upon this course, not because I did
not love you well enough to make you a very good
husband, but because I did not think I owed any
woman in the world so much deference, as you seemed
to expect ; indeed you have expressly declared such
gingular notions of a husband as I am' sure I could
never have complied with. I am all this while well
assured of the excellency of your charactet in general,
and: was never more charmed with your behaviour
in mry life than I was in some of my last visits; but
when I was fully persuaded in my own mind that
we should be unhappy together, and you-declared you
could not comply with my terms, which I still think
to be entirely reasonable, my love and friendship to
H 2
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you served only to confirm me.in my resolution of
desisting, that I might not injure so excellent a crea-
ture. :

You charged me with having parted with indif-
ference ; but there I am sure, madam, you do me a
great deal of wrong. I confess I strove to dismiss a
thousand fond sentiments which arose in my heart,
because I knew that to have given vent to them
would only have made the necessary separation
much more painful to us both. Since that time I
have endeavoured to divert myself-with business and
éonversation as much as I could; and, upon the
whole, have been carried through this terrible trial
better than I expected ; but yet I must assure you,
that I never knew so many uneasy hours in any
month of my life, when I have been in perfect
health, as I have known upon your account, since
the beginning of this.

You express a very obliging concern that you may
still retain a place in my esteem and friendship :
dear madam, how is it possible that you should ever
question it ? I profess I have more esteem and love
for you than I can possibly express. Your person is
to me highly agreeable; but the nobler beauties of
your mind, your piety, and your good sense, the gaiety
of Jrour humour, and the tenderness of your temper,
L yaur prudence and your generosity, with a great
" variefy of other admirable qualities, will always
engage me to regard you as one of the most amiable
and excellent of your sex; as an embellishment to
human nature, and an ornament to the Christian pro-
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fession ; and as for your treatment of me in this
particular affair, though I cannot but think it very
unreasonable, and in a person of your sense and
temper, highly unaccountable, yet I confess there is
so much to be said in your excuse, as may make it
consistent with the brighter parts of your character.
Upon the whole, madam, let me entreat you once
more to look into your heart, and see whether you can
comply with those terms which I have all along in-
sisted upon, and I think with the utmost reason. I
only desire you to allow me the liberty of choosing
my own company, and loving my friends as well as
I think convenient, while my love to them never
intrenches upon my peculiar regard to you, as I am
sure it has never yet done. If you can banish all
those jealousies which you have harboured in your
mind for 'so many months together, and thus make
yourself easy in my conduct, such as in the general
it has hitherto been, I shall congratulate the happy
alteration in your sentunents and will make it my
care to treat you 80 as to glve you no just reason of
.complaint, but all the rational proofs of a sincere and
regular affection. If however you still retain your
former sentiments, as for ought I perceive even by this
last letter you do, and think it necessary still to insist
upon the terms which you there propose, and which,
we parted about, I think it would be a very high degree
of inhumanity in me to prosecute the affair any longer;
as it may be a hinderance to some much more advan-
tageous settlement, which so much beauty, good
sense, and virtue, with the prospect of a handsome
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fortung may reagonably entitle you to expeet. I beg
the fayour of a line or two more containing your last
resolution upon this head ; and m the mean time
remain, with the sincerest gratitude and affection,

Dear Madam,

Your very great Admirer, and most
obliged and shost sincere humble Bervant,

Puiie DoppripeE.

P.S. I would only remind you furthes, that the
reasop for my informing Mr. Clark of the dispatch of
owr affair sa quickly after we had made an end of i,
was, that an oppertunity of sending by a friend im-
mediately offered itself ; apd I am sure, I spoke of it
in such a manner as that he would essily pescejve I
parted with a great deal of sorrow, theugh I theught
it necessary to consent to such a separagion.

March 31.—Since I wrote this letter, ] have heard
with a great deal of surprise, that you give yourself
the liberty of exclaiming openly against me, gs if I
had left you basely. You tell your friends I would
not have you, and that you will never trust any man
more for my sake! Nay, among several others, yon
haye chosen one person for your confidant, who I am
certain will take a great deal of pare to advertise it
to the whole circle of her acqupintance. Can you.
imagine, madam, that the repetition of sych out-
rageous injuries is the way to make me forget those
I have already received ; or that you gre ever likely
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to recover my love by making a sacrifice of your
own discretion? I would fain know in your next,
how you can reconcile this with common prudence,
not to say integtity, or with your earnest desire
that I should let the world believe it went off by
your wish, as I really apprehend that it did. Did
you only insist that our quarrel should be kept a
secret, that you might have the pleasure of revealing
it yourself? I know nothing in the whole course of
our amour that has shocked me more than this, or
that has tended so much to sink you in my ideas.
If you thought my love was in a consumption, how
could you hope to revive it by a stab, or think that
I should be the more desirous of being your hus-
band, because you had represented me to the world
as a villain? Surely, madam, you could never have
carried matters to such extremities, if you had not
laid aside all thought of an accommodation.

Upon the whole, madam, I do still very sincerely
love you; and I see a very beautiful character under
this cloud which your imprudence has thrown about
it. If the matter, therefore, should come to extremi-
ties, I could never resolve to see you unhappy if it
were in my power to preventit. God forbid I should
ever entertain so unworthy a thought. I should hate
tnyself for it. But if, as you have often told me, the
¢hange of company and a few weeks of absence may
restore us both to our former tranquillity, I really
think it is the best event which, in our present
éircumstances, we can reasonably expect ; and though
I have already felt, and do still feel the pain that
attends a separation from so dear and excellent a
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person, yet I"think I must bear it to prevent a greater
evil; as I would do the loss of a limb, if I thought
it necessary for the preservation of my life. I am
sure it is a sincere regard to-your happiness; as well
as my own, which has dictated this- sentence, as
uncourtly as it may possibly seem. My heart aches
while I write thus—but I.verily believe that, if you
consider it, you will see it is only reasonable—God
is a witness of the integrity with which I act in- this
tender affair. .

I most earnestly beg, madam, that you would not
charge me, in the manner you have lately done, with
having treated you in a base and unworthy manner ;
for such assertions will lay me under a necessity of
telling the story as I apprehend it. And as I am
sure, that that will be wholly prejudicial to your
reputation in the world, and may be a hinderance to
your future comfort, it would grieve meto the heart
to be compelled to do so. I tell the world in general
we are parted by consent, upon the discovery of
some things unsuitable in our tempers; but that I
liave still a very high esteem for you, and think you
one of the most deserving women whom I ever knew:
Why will you force me to say any thing more?

Remember, madam, the reputation of a minister is
of the highest importance: and that the man who
basely deserts a woman that loves him is one of the
worst of villains. Let the story be but fairly told,
and then I would leave even my enemies to judge,
whether I have not behaved myself to you according
to the ‘strictest rules of integrity and honour.
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TO MRS. CLARK.

. Harborough, April 27, 1726 -
I RecEIVED the favour of Clio’s letter with a great
deal of pleasure ; and indeed am always very much
entertained when I hear from her. I am so fond of
the dear creature, that it would bea great satisfaction
to me merely to ‘see her harnd, even were she to write
downright nonsense. On the contrary, there is always
so much politeness and complaisance, so much friend-
ship and religion in her letters, that I should be
charmed with them though they came from a stranger.
You must not wonder, madam, that I begin with
such an assurance of my continued respect and ten-
derness for you: for indeed I know not how soon- I
may need the most solid proofs-of your friendship to
relieve the uneasiness of my mind, and to support
my reputation. \

I told you in my last that I had lost my mistress.
But’ what would you say if I should now add, that
she upbraids me as one of the basest and most
inhuman -of ‘men, and insinuates her complaints not
only through our own congregation, but the whole
neighbourhood. I have not time now to tell you my
story ‘at large. - This only I must tell you in general,
that I have the testimony of my own conscience in
the-sight-of God, that I have acted with the utmost
integrity, nay, with- the tenderest affection towards
her, and that my case is so plain, that I have never
yet met with a single person who does not acquit
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me upon hearing it: my only grief is, that she
exposes herself—for, I bless God, my character is
too well established among those who are intimately
acquainted with me to be easily overthrown by her
passionate accusations. My crime in short is this:
When I had borne with the most unreasonable
jealousy, and the most tumultuous passion for several
months together; when she had been declaring to
me about five hundred times that she was confident
she should be one of the most unhappy creatures
upon earth with a man of my temper, and had been
earnestly entreating, as the greatest evidence of my
friendship to her, that I would trouble her with no
more addresses of courtship, I did at last comply
with her importunity, and consented to quit the
pursuit. This was not till she had taken upon
herself to prescribe what company I should keep ;
and had expressly forbidden me, upon pain of her
highest displeasure, to keep up any farther corres-
pondence with some of the dearest of my friends,
though she acknowledged I am under very high
obligations to them, and that they have very few
equals in religion, good semse, and politeness, even
in the female world. As I was fully convinced by
these demands, in conjunction with the whole course
of her previous behaviour, that it was absolutely
necessary for us to part; and at the same time felt
in my own breast such a lingering fondness as was
ready to bear down all the remonstrances of reason,
and the advice of the most pious and judicious of
my friends, I did not dare to be much in her com-
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pany ; and, te tell you the plain truth, rather avoided
than courted opportunities of meeting her. This
she exclaimed aguinst as the blackest villany, and a
very sufficient justification of those jealousies which
she formerly entertained of my love to her; though
I have always declired they were false, and some-
times with circumstances of solemnity, which nothing
could have warranted but the importance of the
affair.

Such is the treatment I have met with from one
whom I loved ; not barely with sincerity, but extra-
vagapce ; and it wounds me so much the deeper, as
she is a woman of so admirable a eharacter, that I
have often thought, abating thig ene unfortunate fea-
ture ir her mind, a predispesition towards jealousy,
! do not know a person in the world who more
nearly resembles you. But I beg pardon for this
tedious harangue. I imtemded to have dispatched
the business in three or four lines, and my passions
have sported themselves through as many pages. I
have still mere to add, but my time will net allow
it; so I must conclude with the usuval assurance,
which yet methinks is not of absolute necessity, that
I am, with the utmost sincerity and respect,

Dear Clio’s
Most humble Admirer and obliged Servant,

P. Donpripas.

P.S. My hearty sexrvice to Philomela, My best
wishes attend ber in all her undertakings; and E
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congratulate those young ladies that are to be under
her care. My brother and’ sister are removed from
Stockwell. He is setting up a school at Hampstead ;
where I am sure they will be glad to see you. Pray
direct to me very quickly at Mrs. Jennings’s, in
Market Harborough, Leicestershire.

TO MR. CLARK.

REV. SIR, Harborough, April £7, 1726.
TroucH I have received no answer to my last of
the 6th of March, which I hope came safe to your
hands, with the two other letters for Mr. Wood and
Mr. Hughes, I'would not let this opportunity slip of
letting you know that I am pretty well, although the’
breach between my late mistress and myself be not
yet made up, but, on the contrary, is much widened
since our parting. '

It grieves me to the heart to complain of a person
whom I still so heartily value and love. But really
I bave received most unreasonable treatment from'
her. She was not contented to break with me upon
the most unreasonable and surprising terms, which I
mentioned in my last, but proclaims it to all the
world that I have left her basely, and so attacks my
character in one of its most important branches, and
forces me to tell the story in my own vindication.
And though I always study to conceal her weakness
as much as'I can in justice to myself, yet all the



OF DR. DODDRIDGE. 109

world so.clearly see through it, that I can hardly
bear the severity with which they are ready to blame
her. Her determination fixes me a while longer at
Harborough, where I meet with a great deal of
kindness and respect from our own family and the
neighbourhood. Mr. Some was with us to-day, and
desired me to give his service to you, and to tell you
that it was no designed neglect, but a necessary
business which hindered him from waiting upon you
in his return. I have little further news to send you
except that Sam. Chandler's book is greatly admired
here. We have heard of the compliments he has
received upon it, both from the Archbishop and
Dean of Canterbury. Mr. Jackson, Dr. Waterland’s
antagonist, prefers it to any thing he has read in this
controversy.

About ten days ago four malefactors were hanged
at Leicester, which I mention, because they are the
first that have been executed in this county since I
came into it, which is now almost seven years. One
was a gentlewoman, who died for the murder of a
niece of four years old. She was exceedingly fond
of it, and by her will had settled all that she had
upon it. As it lay asleep in her arms one morning
a sudden fancy darted into her mind to cut off its
head, which she immediately did; and afterwards
fell into the utmost agony, and ran bloody into the
street proclaiming what she had done.

I hope Mr. David Some will come to live here this
week, which will be a very great pleasure to me. I
shall expect very shortly to hear from you; and hope
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you will inform me how your lady does. In the
mean time you will please to give my humble service
to her and all other friends with you. Pray forget
not to mention your little ome. I heartily pray that
its life may be continued, and that it may be a
growing eomfort and entertaimment to you both.

I am, Reverend Sir,
Your most obliged and humble Servant,

P. DopDRIDGE.

TO MISS KITTY.
DEAR MADAM, Harborough, May 7, 1726.
I BAVE now been reviewing those papers which
contain the observations I made upon my own temper
and conduet, from the time of Mrs. Jennings’s coming:
to Harborough to my removal from Burton. You
have appealed to them as a sufficient vindication of
the justice of those suspicions you had entertained
with relation to my love. Therefore at the very time
I entered upon their perusal I seriously prayed, that;
if I had given you any just occasion for uneasiness,
or if you had any rational: foundation: for your com-
plaints against me, God would enable me to discover
it, that I might humble myself to Him, and to you,
and might make you the most honourable amends.
In reading them over I have made the following
remarks, each of which I could justify by many
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citations, if it were. necessary to enlarge so mmch
upon them.

L. That from the time of my journey to Bedford
with Mrs. Wingate, which is now above a year and
a_quarter ago, we have never lived one month, and
seldom a fortnight, without quayrelling.

2. That the anger and complaints always bhegan
on your side,

3. That whenever you. talked of my fanlts, as you
apprehended them te be; it was always with a very
passionate air, and a protestation of being resolved to
put an end to our affair.

4. That I never escaped. a.severe lecture after a
journey to Harborough, or a design to- take any
pleasure in the conversation of 'an agreeable woman,
though in the most perfect consistency with that
superior affection which I owed to you.

5. That when you have begun a quarrel, I have
never felt easy till I had brought about a recon-
ciliation. And that when that reconciliation has
been effected, I have rejoiced in it, and blessed God
for it, as one of the most considerable mercies of my
life._

6, That while I have heen in suspense as. to the
resolution you would come to, I have oftentimes
found a relief in appealing to God as a witness of
the sincerity of my love and the imjustice of your
suspicions.

7. That I have often. mentioned. these suspicions
in my prayers, as a just: punishment for my. excessive
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love for you, .and .that at the very time when you
entertained them. ‘ '

8. That I have read no extravagant commendations
of my friends in these papers; indeed, nothing with
which I think a wise or a candid woman could be
reasonably disgusted. The warmest expression that
occurs is the citation of a remark made by another
person. “This evening I was exceedingly entertained
with the company of Mrs. Jennings, and I indeed
think, that as my good friend William Mitchel then
told me, she is fitter for heaven than earth,’” that
is, in other words, I think her to be one of the most
eminent Christians I ever knew. How heinous an
offence ! At many other times I have spoken of her
and other persons with gratitude for their affection
to me, and with great respect for their religion, good
sense, and politeness. . But, dear madam, what then ?

9. I have further to observe, that in a few weeks
before I went away from Burton, when, as I appre-
hend, your jealousy was at the highest, there are'as
many expressions of my love and tenderness to you,
as in any other part of the papers whatsoever.'

Thus far, madam, I suppose you have read. And
I solemnly profess, I think they are so far from
Justifying your suspicions, that their evidence might
have been deemed abundantly sufficient to remove
almost any doubt that you could have entertained.
I have looked over some other memorandums that I
have written since my coming hither; and here I
find that I often express my tender thoughts of you,
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and my desire of conversing with you, amidst all the
- agreeable entertainment which I find in my other
friends. Here I express my concern for the severity
with which you have received me; for those trifling
and unreasonable suspicions with which you were
continually tormenting me ; and to tell you the plain
truth, I find, that in about a quarter of a year, 1
began to feel great apprehensions as to the result of
such unkindness; when after having consulted some
very judicious friends, and sought direction from
God, I came to a determination not to give you any
just cause of offence; but that if you renewed the
uneasiness without any just provocation, and gave
me another dismission, that I would put on the man,
trouble and give you no further. Then comes in
that surprising demand of yours on the 5th of March,
about which you know we parted. At our separa-
tion I there expressed a great deal of concern, which
for the reasons mentioned above I did not care to
discover to you; but which might be sufficient to
convince you that you have a very large share in
my affections. ’

I assure you, madam, that you have so, to this
very moment ; and my last visit to you awakened so
many tender sentiments as fully convinced me that I
had not conquered my heart so entirely as 1 before
imagined. I have had but few easy hours or happy
moments since I saw you ; and I know not when my
tranquillity or alacrity of mind will return. Instead,
of writing this cool letter, I could now come and

throw myself into your drms with inexpressible trans-
VOL. 1. I
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port, and repeat all the tender rapturous things which
I ever said in my most elevated moments. But alas,
madam, reason is stubborn and uncomplaisant ; and
it tells me even now, in a voice loud enough to be
heard, that unless there be a great alteration in your
sentiments and temper we should be but a very miser-
able couple. Could I have felt persuaded that I
had formerly given you any just cause of complaint,
we should probably have been much happier for
the time to come; as I would then have engaged
to avoid whatever I knew to be really faulty. Or
on the other hand, could I persuade you, that all
your apprehensions and anxieties have been ground-
less, and could I be secure that they would not
return, you would soon perceive that I am not so
changeable in my esteem and affection to you, as you
have been ready to imagine. But when I remember
how violently you were transported, at my saying,
what God knows I verily believed, and what I think
these very papers abundantly prove, that you had
given yourself all this uneasiness, and that I had
never laid any just foundation for it, I hardly dare
flatter myself with the hope of such a change.

May that God, to whom I hope we have both
devoted ourselves, but whom I fear we have offended,
by an excessive concern about this tender affair, so
convince us-of any former mistakes on either side, as
that there may be a rational foundation to hope for
harmony and comfort in our again meeting together ;
or so unite our hearts to himself, that we may be easy
and cheerful in our separation. If you go to Not-
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tingham, let me entreat you to carry no complaints
along with you; not only for my sake, but for your
own. I should be glad if you would send me an
answer to this letter, and would call for it at Burton
as I return from Leicester on Monday ; but I really
find, that while we are upon these terms, I cannot
bear the thought of seeing you without a great deal
of uneasiness.

Mrs. Jennings and Mrs. Wingate give their service
to you. They are both of them most sincere and
affectionate friends; and I do verily believe, that if
you knew them as well as I do, you would love them
at least as well. I most tenderly recommend you
to the divine care, protection, and blessing. And
am, with sincere respect and affection, whatever your
prejudices may represent me,

Dear Madam,
Your most faithful Friend

and obedient humble Servant,

PHirLie DoDDRIDGE.

Pray give my service to Mr. and Mrs. Freeman,
and let them know that I am very sorry that they
think me a man of  so little generosity as to break off
the affair merely about money; or of so little honesty
as to make so false a representation of the case, as it
is plain I have done if that objection lies at the
bottom. I never from the beginning of the amour
expected more than he proposed to me as we were
going to Harborough; and if he imagined that

12
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I made the attempt only as an experiment to try
whether I could make a tender impression, and with-
out any design of marrying you, he must think me a
rascal who deserves to be hanged ; and I wonder
how he can make himself easy in attending upon my
ministry! I bless God, I have known but little of
such kind of usage hitherto, and if such insinuations
are repeated, must have recourse to those private
papers for my vindication, which contain as clear
and ample a defence as I could wish*.

.FROM THE REV. SAMUEL CLARK.

DEAR SIR, St. Albans, May 9, 1726.
I ExpEcTED Mr. Some, and had some hopes that
he might stay in London longer than he intended
upon an overture from Mr. Clark’s congregation. 1
wish that vacancy may be filled up with as worthy a
person. There are some thoughts of inviting Mr.
Guyse, but I do not hear yet of any direct appli-
cation to him. See the advantage of a zeal for
orthodoxy! I heartily sympathize with you in your
disappointment as to Mrs. Catharine Freeman. Iam
sensible how much disquietude the affair must have
given you, but I am pleased to see that you en-

* The papers alluded to in this letter were destroyed by the Rev.
Job Orton for reasons which will hereafter be mentioned. They
were of the most private character; and, whatever the fond pre-

Jjudice of a lover might excuse, yet Catharine Freeman should not
have perused them clandestinely.
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deavour to make the best of it. It is indéed some-
times necessary that we should be taught that there
is not that bliss in earthly enjoyments which we
fondly expected. It seems unaccountable that your
mistress should charge you with leaving her when the
obstructions have always arisen from herself and her
friends! Will she and they now accept you?—How
unreasonable soever her reflections be, I do not doubt
but that you will have the prudence to say as little
about the matter as possible, except where it is
necessary for your own vindication. The world, gene-
rally speaking, do only divert themselves with the
breaches between a lover and his mistress, and per-
haps-at the expense of both.

I have been reading lately with a great deal of
pleasure Rapin’s History of England, translated by
Tindal ; and though I am no friend to the present
method of retailing books by piece-meal, which I
look upon as an imposition upon the public, I have
resolved to have all the volumes of that history as fast
as they are printed ; the author, though a foreigner,
has given the best account of our English affairs that is
extant, and the translator has done his part very well,
and added to the value of the performance by his
useful notes. )

By your account of the murder at Leicester it seems
strange that the gentlewoman should be executed, for
it appears to have been rather an act of sudden frenzy
than a wilful deliberate crime. What a mercy is it
to have the composed use of our réason continued
to us!
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My mistress gives her service to you, and wishes
that your mistress had been as constant to you as
she was to me, but hopes you will not think any
worse of the sex. The little one you inquire after
continues very well. My humble service to Mrs.
Jennings, and to all other friends with you, as if par-
ticularly named. When you come up again I hope
you will allot us a little more of your company than
on the last time. I heartily wish you the Divine
blessing and success in all your undertakings ;

And am, dear Sir,
Your affectionate Friend and Servant,

S. CLaRk.

T0 MR. CLARK.

DEAR SIR, Harborough, Sat. June 11, 1726.
I RECEIVED yours of the ninth of May, and read it,
as 1 always do your letters, with a great deal of
pleasure. I believe Mr. Some had some intimation
given him of an intended invitation to the late Mr.
Clark’s place; but he did not at all encourage it,
being already fixed in a post of very extensive service,
and having as he then declared, rather more busi-
ness than he knew how to dispatch. He always treats
me with as much freedom and kindness as if I were
his son, and told me very seriously he was hardly
orthodox enough for so precise a people ; though he is
master of so much prudence that I believe he would
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bave had nothing to apprehend from a very striot
and severe inquisition. We hear Mr. Jolly is likely
to be chosen, at which we heartily rejoice.

Miss Kitty is removed to Nottingham, and has
been there several weeks. I was in a great deal of
uneasiness a few months ago upon her account; but
I bless God my mind is now pretty comfortably
settled ; and I am thoroughly satisfied of the wisdom
and goodness of that Providence which made the
painful separation.

I am sorry to say it, and so would only write it to
a very particular friend, but so it is, that she is fallen
lately into some extravagances of temper, which, if
philosophy and grace do not correct, must of neces-
sity make her very ridiculous, and her future husband
very unhappy ; at least if he be a man of my temper,
who would never place the whole of his happiness in
any one woman, even though she were the counter-
part of Mrs. Clark!

I thank you for your caution against making public
complaints, to which.my temper does not incline me,
and my respect and friendship for her would make
particularly uneasy. At first, when she began to
charge me in so severe a manner, I told the story
plainly to a few of my most valuable friends, and
then gave her to understand, that, if she went on to
attack my reputation, they would think themselves
obliged in honour and friendship to appear for its
vindication.

I have not yet seen Rapin’s History ; but, upon so
sure a recommendation, proposed it to our society,
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who accordingly have given orders for it. 1 have
of late been studying the most celebrated answers
to the Grounds and Reasons of the Christian Reli-
gion, and find none which I admire more than Mr.
Chandler’s, nor is there any which has given our
society more entire satisfaction. Mr. Jackson, the
heretic, was not contented with giving it a single
perusal, but procured one for himself, and the whole
society agreed, memine contradicente, that he should
furnish us with books. But I am afraid he will not
please us so well in the character of a bookseller as
he did in another capacity.

I have not time, sir,-to give you a particular ac-
count of my studies. I meet with many more inter-
ruptions here than I did at Burton; but, upon the
whole, have much leisure. -I generally spend two
Lours a day in the classics, one in Greek, and the
other in Latin. I have lately been reading some of
the orations of Demosthenes, which gave me very
agreeable entertainment. Virgil’s Aneid charms me
more than it ever did before. I am wonderfully
taken with the ease and elegance of Pliny’s Epistles,
and with the description he gives of his own temper
and behaviour, which seems to me very amiable and
instructive. 1 have the new translation, which is;
generally speaking, very exact in giving the sense,
but frequently fails in the air of the original. There
are indeed some admirable epistles in the Latin, which
one can hardly bear to read in English; for though
the thoughts are retained, and the translation is
sometimes almost literal, an affectation of humour
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and’ drollery makes many passages mean and nau-
seous, which in Pliny are exceedingly pleasant, and
yet perfectly elegant and genteel. I think this observa-
tion may be applied to most of the English translations
of the ancient comedies, especially to those from
Terence.

Brand’s History, which I am now drawing to the
close of, opens such a scene of ecclesiastical villany
as I have seldom met with, among Protestants at
least, or at all events I have never seen it so particu-
larly described. I'never met with a celebrated history
which had less decoration ; yet such is the impot-
tance of its subjects, and such the appearance of
impartiality and catholicism pervading it, that I have
perused few works with equal pleasure.

I am now reading Cradock’s Apostolic History.
If I am not much mistaken, I have mentioned his
Harmony in a former letter. Upon the whole there
are so many remarkable passages in both, that I have
met with few books that have been of greater assist-
ance to me in understanding the New Testament.
He produces’ many probable conjectures as to the
time when most of the epistles. were written, and
gives a scheme of the contents of each, which con-
tains a kind of paraphrase upon them. I drew up
something of this nature about a year and a half ago,
which I compare with his, and find he gives a dif-
ferent account of the connéxion of several passages
from that which had occurred to my own thoughts.
Sometimes I think his more natural, but, at others, it
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seems to be strained too far to suit with my direct
method of analyzing the general sense.

I suppose, sir, you have met with Mr. Boyse’s
Sermons. There is an air of good sense and argu-
ment running through the whole; and he has a very
lively and pathetical manner of expressing himself,
which is at the same time so clear and natural, that
they will not be the less acceptable to vulgar readers
for being elegant and polite. I think I have never
met with any sermons that exceed them. But perhaps
I am ready to judge too favourably, from an idea
that I have formed of a great resemblance existing
between them and those that I was used to hear at
St. Albans.

My very humble service waits upon your good
lady. Pray assure her that there is no one woman
in the world that can destroy my esteem for her sex,
while she, and so many others whom I have the
happiness of being acquainted with, are doing so
much to establish and increase it. I am exceedingly
obliged, sir, for the favour of your invitation to St.
Albans. I am sure I do not want inclination to
comply with it; but I am chained down to the care
of two congregations, which are, for a while, fallen
into my hands, so that I hardly know whether I
shall be able to break loose for one Lord’s day this
summer. However, you may depend upon it, sir,
that I will attempt it, if it be possible. When I
began to write I intended only to trouble you with
a few lines: and it is because I have written to the
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end of my paper, and not because my relish for
conversing with you is impaired, that I here sub-
scribe myself,

Reverend Sir,
Your most affectionate, most obliged,

and most humble Servant,

P. DopDRIDGE.

TO MR. MASSEY.

Harberough, 8at. June 11, 1726.
PrrMIT me, my dear friend, with all the gravity that
becomes my cloth and my office, to admonish you of
the contagious nature of an ill example, which may,
by a secret malignity, seduce others into those prac-
tices which they did not only condemn in their own
judgment, but had openly exclaimed against and
reproved in their friends. You may now see an
instance of this folly. You delayed writing to me,
for which I sent you a very sober admonition, and
am now fallen into the same fault myself; having
allowed your letter to lie by me almost a quarter of
a year without so much as telling you that it came
safe to hand. Stop, I must see how you excuse
yourself. I remember you said what was very ele-
gant and complaisant; and I hope it may suit my
purpose. You tell me “a disposition to forgive the
errors of a friend is an argument of generosity and
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nobleness of soul.” Please to read on to the end of
the first paragraph; reading the name of Massey for
Doddridge, and pun for sermon, and you will have
all my thoughts expressed to greater advantage than
it could be by any words but your own.

You tell me that an invasion by some enemies of
the animal frame was one occasion of your delay ;
mine has in part been owing to the invasion of more
formidable enemies, those who made their attack on
the rational soul, if the soul of a lover may be called
rational ; and, I will assure you, they threw it into
the most violent agitation. Be pleased then to under-
stand that I have lost my mistress—that admirable
creature whose very name inspired you with so many
pleasing ideas, and elevated your thoughts to such
transports of ecstasy—that charming idol of my heart
has deserted me with all the most afflictive circum-
stances in the world! And when you hear this, do
you not rather wonder that I have recovered the use
of my reason so far as to be able to write at all, than
that I delayed it a little longer than you expected ?

However, my dear friend, to deal with you very
freely, I am got through the trial a great deal better
than I expected I should have been able to do. All
the former gaiety of my temper is now returned. I
am grown proud of that liberty to which I had so
long been a stranger, and congratulate my heart upon
its return home, with greater pleasure and transport
than I know how to express. And yet, perhaps, if
I were to examine the matter to the bottom, I should
find that the principal reason of my being so charmed
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with its return, is the prospect of the pleasure with
which I hope to dispose of it a second time, when I
can meet with a lady who is likely to use it in a
manner more agreeable to the frankness of its natural
disposition. The dear creature is not yet discovered ;
but I assure you I keep myself in readiness to sur-
render upon the very first summons. If you have a
mistress, of which I have no great doubt, be tender
and grateful, but never be a slave; for the most pas-
sionate fondness may be mastered; and God has
given us such a command of our thoughts and our
affections as may be sufficient to secure our freedom
and happiness, if our own indolence and cowardice
do not persuade us that it is beyond our reach. I
am informed that good Mr. Massey has been very
ill, but I.now rejoice in the news of his recovery;
and am, with the sincerest respect,

Dear Sir,

Your very affectionate Friend and Servant,

PairLre DoppRIDGE.

TO MY SISTER.

DEAR SISTER, June 11, 1726.
I am so hot that I am almost melted! I went to
take up my ink-glass and penknife, which had stood
for some time in a window where the sun shone upon
them, and they were ready to burn my fingers. If
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any event of equal importance should occur in your
part of the world, I beg that you would not fail to
transmit an account of it to

Your very affectionate Brother and Servant,

PaiLi» DopDRIDGE.

P.S. I do most seriously desire to know how you
go on in your new settlement, and whether my bro-
ther’s school begins to fill. I could wish myself one
of his scholars, as I am sensible it might be much for
my improvement. What if he should take a walk to
Harborough next Christmas, in the great frost? He
might preach five times a week as I have done very
lately more than once. You must not by any means
expect to see me this year. I have two congregations
upon my hands, and how I shall escape for any one
Lord’s day is a difficulty that I cannot resolve. I
am very well, and so are all our friends here. My
late mistress is gone to Nottingham, and my heart is
already in such good repair that, if a more secure
tenant could be found, it would be fit to let. Ser-
vice, &c.

Privre DoDpDRIDGE.

TO MR. WOOD,

June 11, 1726.
Pray remember Philip Daddridge, or he will do his
best to forget you.
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TO MRS. WRIGHT.

June 14, 1746
THE censure which good Mrs. Wright has passed
upon me, in her very complaisant and obliging letter
to Mrs. Wingate, is of so much importance, that I
know not how to rest under it. I heard of it but
yesterday morning, and I can delay my vindication
no longer.

From whence, my dear madam, do your great
candour and charity infer, that my love is too incon-
stant to be a blessing? My good friends at Bedford,
I am sure, are not at all inclined to slander, therefore
the information could not come from them: and I
think I have too much honesty to say any such thing
of myself! Did I intimate any thing of that nature
in those hasty lines with which I concluded Mrs.
Wingate’s letter to you? If I did I heartily beg my
own pardon ; for really I have most unjustly injured
my reputation in a very tender point; and I have
reason to beg yours too for having so grossly imposed
upon you. I did indeed address myself to you for
eonsolation ; and do you infer from thence that I did
not need it? I beg, madam, that you would be more
just both to yourself and me. Was it not highly
proper, when my poor fond heart was in such an
amorous flutter, to apply myself to a lady that is
mistress of so much reason and philosophy, and
knows how to communicate them in so agreeable a
way. And it was not at random that I concluded
Mrs. Wright to be such a one, for I had heard parts
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of several of her letters; and when I called for your
assistance, was there no way of persuading you that I
needed it, but by telling you with a tragical excla-
mation, that my heart was bursting asunder '—Indeed,
madam, I will frankly confess, that such a declara-
tion had been too dear a price for the very best
counsel that you yourself could have proposed. But
do you therefore conclude that my love is inconstant ?
And is there no way in the world to save one’s repu-
tation without breaking one’s heart? It is a most
unhappy case! When I lost my mistress, I bore it
the more decently, in the hope that in some future
amour, I might meet with more equitable and gene-
rous usage. But alas, with what confidence can I
pretend to offer my heart to another charmer when
she may so readily and unanswerably conclude that
it is inconsistent, because it is alive! If this be a
new way of deciding the question, which ‘is univer-
sally received, I am afraid'I have-lost the whole
sex ;—and if such be the case, it would be more likely
to break my heart, than to loose any one, of its agree-
able members. If such a catastrophe should really
happen, I shall at least have this consolation in my
dying agonies, that even upon your own severe prin-
ciples I have proved myself constant to woman—
whatever I may have been to my late tyrant of awful
memory. Iam sure I am with great sincerity, and I
believe shall continue with great constancy,

Dear Madam,

Your most obedient and most humble Servant,

Paivip DoppRIDGE:
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. N. B. If what I have said be not sufficient for my
vindication, I hope I may be able to produce a cer~
tificate from Mrs. Jennings and Mrs. Wingate, that I
have as. great a measure of constancy as the cele-
brated Don Quixote della Mancha.

TO MISS JENNINGS *,

HONOURED MADAM, Harborough, June 23, 1726.
I AM exceedingly obliged to you for your grave
epistle, which I have perused with great admiration !
As the advice is certainly of the highest importance,
so I can never sufficiently express how much I am
charmed with the delicacy and complaisance you have
used in imparting it. How happy is it, that you are
so well acquainted with yourself, and know those
airs which in a lady of your age will be most taking
and significant! I have known women who have
had something so agreeable both in their person-and
their behaviour, when in an easy and obliging humour,
as to be very much esteemed and beloved by those
about them; yet, by presuming a little too far upon
their authority, and assuming airs of greater impor-
tance than they could support, have undesignedly
fallen upon the readiest way in the world to make
themselves ridiculous. You once knew a tyrant in
the neighbourhoed who lost herself by such a seve-

® On what some people would term a very conceited and imper-
tinent letter which she sent me when angry.

VOL. II. K
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rity. It is indeed a surprising thing to me that you
should be able so entirely to guard against a weakness
to which your shining excellencies lay you under a
very powerful temptation. Let me entreat you,
madam, to pursue your admonition in some of those
many instances which are yet behind, to complete
that profound respect and admiration, with which I
am, madam, your ladyship’s

Most obliged, most obedient,

and most-humble Servant,

PaiLier DopbRIDGE.

TO MISS JENNINGS*.

MY DEAR, June 25, 1726.
I aM obliged to you for your letter, and in the main
I thank you for it. But I believe you may easily see
by my looks that I thought there was a little too
much severity in it. For my own part I admire you
so much, and love you so dearly, that I cannot bear
to hear you find fault with me without some discom-
posure and uneasiness. However, it is worth our
while to bear ‘the trouble of hearing of our faults, as
it may be the means of engaging us to correct them.

As for kissing, I frankly acknowledge there is
something very impertinent in it occasionally,. that
is,:when it recurs Zoo frequently, (though, when you

* In answer to the same letter when I was in a good-humour.
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called it a mean thing, there was an air of gravity
and superiority, which would have looked much
more graceful in mamma! But you abundantly
atone for it in blushing while you read this. How-
ever, I plainly tell you, that you are so pretty, and I
am so fond, that I must and will have a kiss now
and then ; nor is there any way of curing me of the
inclination, but by putting on a very demure face
when you have no provocation, except you complain
of being too much beloved, and then indeed it will
be a most friendly remedy. Yet, as fond of that
genteel amusement as you may imagine me, I never
languish for the kiss of a frowning fair! I conclude
this important head, with begging that my dear little
girl would soon be as indulgent in her grants, as I
am moderate in my demands.

By the by, I have a pepper-corn of advice for you ;
and that is, that you go to bed sooner than you com-
monly do. = This may have a good influence both on
your health and your temper ; for I have frequently
observed, that about forty minutes aftér eight the
dear little infant begins to grow pettish for want of
sleep, and can hardly persuade herself to bestow one
smile upon her humble servant, who perhaps for the
former part of the day has been her happy favourite,

P. DopDRIDGE. .
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TO MR. HUGHES.

DEAR- SIR, June 28, 1726, Midnight.
I rRECEIVED your last of the 23rd instant the morn-
ing after it was written, and own I deserve a little of
the severity with which you complain of the short-
ness of the note you refer to. To affect to fill a page
with two lines is indeed a very compendious, but
not a very equitable commerce, however, you must
remember that I told you I quickly intended to
favour you again, and moreover, you see that I have
begun to do so, but when I shall end I know not.. I
fear you are in danger of three pages, and then you
will be paid at the rate of more than two hundred
per cent. for I have not been a quarter of a year in
your debt. If you wonder at so accurate a compu-
tation, you must recollect that a few months ago I
had some thoughts of matrimony, which naturally
led me into sundry speculations of management and
economy, which had not before been very familiar.

As for yours of the 20th of April I have run it
over so often that I can say a good deal of it by
heart. I am essentially .obliged to you for your
correspondence ; you know that I am naturally of a
social temper, and you contrive in the abundance of
your humanity, not only to give me pleasure in
perusing your letters myself, but enable me to enter-
tain my friends by communicating them; for I read
the greater part of them to all the persons of taste
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and politeness with whom I am conversant, and they
all seem to be charmed with the sentiments. Indeed,
though they become perfectly familiar to me, I always
read them with new pleasure, and am as much trans-
ported with the twentieth rehearsal as I was at the
first perusal.

A partiality for my friends makes me a partaker
with them in the elegant entertainment they thus re-
ceive, and my affection to you renders it very delight-
ful to me, to see those whom I particularly love, and
value, forming such a just idea of your genius and
temper. Yet perhaps, after all, the satisfaction in
‘part arises from the pride of my heart, for must not
peoples entertain a very honourable opinion of me,
when they hear a man of so bright a wit and so
amiable a character addressing me with such ten-
derness and respect ! -

You recommended Pliny to my perusal. - I imme-
diately procured him, and there is seldom a day in
which I do not read two or three of his epistles. I
had before heard several very high encomiums upon
him, but nothing gave me so lively an idea of his
excellence. as to observe the perfection t6 which
you have arrived by studying him, for every letter of
yours is a panegyric upon Pliny, though you do not
mention his name. Let me entreat you to go on, thus
to recommend him, and to increase those pleasing
expectations with which I always take him into my
hands. . However, take care you do not so far ex-
ceed him as to spoil my relish, for then you would
rob. me. of one of the most elegant amisements of my
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life; nor can I imagine how you would be able to
make me amends in any other way than by the fre-
quency of your own letters. I say nothing of Henley’s
translation, which has lately fallen into my hands,
and which I often compare with the original. I can
say but little in the way of commendation; and I
know it would not be agreeable to the candour of
your temper for me to be severe upon a man who
honestly intended to entertain the world by unveiling
the charms of your favourite author. However, if
you would know my sentiments of this and several
other works I have recently read, I must refer you to
a letter which I lately sent to Mr. Clark, which will
save me the trouble of writing over again what I am
afraid you will think was hardly worth being written
at all.

Your letter gave me the first information of Dr.
Pemberton’s intended performance. I have since.
seen the printed proposals, and at my motion our
society subscribed for a copy. Your sentiments
on the head of retirement are so agreeable to that
modesty and gentleness of temper which make a
very amiable part of your character; and it is indeed
an argument of the greatness of your soul that you
can despise fame, and retire with indifference out of
the air of popular applause when master of the
talent that may attract and command it.

But after all, my friend, you must not think of
¢ passing through the world like a subterraneous
stream,” as you beautifully express it, or of spending
your life in a hermitage, wrapt in this learned and
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polite luxury. God has endowed you-with capacities
which are not always to be buried in retirement; so
bright a lamp was not lighted up to be consumed in
a sepulchre ; but rather to be placed upon an emi-
nence, whence its rays may be diffused for public ad-
vantage, and where it may be‘a happy instrument of
conducting many through this gloomy desert to the
regions of eternal: joy. I therefore hope, and I be-
lieve, that it is your constant prayer that all your
studies may be subservient to such service; and
when Providence . calls you to a more public station,
I question not but you will be willing to quit your
cell, charming as it is, that you may enter upon a
round - of employments, at least more important, if
not equally delicate with those which you now pursue.
This is an act of self-denial which our duty requires,
and which will be acceptable to God in proportion
to our fondness for those elegancies, which we are
content to resign, that we may attend to the advance-
ment of the kingdom and interests of heaven. The
applause of our Heavenly Master will indeed be an
abundant recompense for all the pleasures we can give
up for his sake, and before we receive that public
remuneration we shall find such an interest in the
exercise of benevolence towards our fellow-creatures,
and in the hope of promoting their everlasting felicity
as we can never find in our converse with Pliny,
Virgil, Tully, or any of the favourite attendants of
aur solitude. . Popularity is in itself a most con-
temptible thing; but in this view it may justly ap-
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pear desirable. However, you, my friend, need not
be solicitous about it; do but appear in public, and
follow nature, and it will flow in upon you without
your care. I think I may with the utmost propriety
apply to you what Pliny says to Caninius Rufus,
“In modo enitere ut tibi ipse sis tanti, quanti vide-
beris aliis si-tibi fueris.”

I cannot but acknowledge that I read with great
pleasure your reflections on that period of our exist-
ences, as you very pathetically call it, which passed
just before you left Mr. Jennings. They are extremely
agreeable to what I have often thought with relation
to both of us at that time. It is happy for us that
we see our mistake; pereunt et imputantur would
be a melancholy thought indeed ; but if Divine Grace
had not awakened us to improve some of our time
like rational creatures and like Christians, and if we
did not hope by future diligence in some measure to
recover what we have lost, it might yet apply.

I was talking with Mr. Some this evening about our
conduct then, and read to him whet you said upon
it; he heard it with great satisfaction, and desired
me to tell you, that he has seen the justice of the
observation ; and that a sense of former negligence
and mistake is often of considerable use for the’
remainder of life,

Mrs. Jennings hears your letters with- great plea--
sure, and sometimes speaks of you with an air of -
regret and tenderness in her eyes; there was indeed: '
something so engaging about you, that she could
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not but love you, even when she most disapproved
of your conduct; and she now most heartily re-
joices, that you have recovered so lively a sense
of religion; and that your behaviour is so orna-
mental to Christianity, and presents so fair a pros-
pect of extensive usefulness. She was saying to-
night, that Mr. Jennings often told her that he
looked upon his pupils as his children; and had as
tender a concern for them as for his own little ones;
the dear remembrance melted my very heart. I
bowed to her with great respect, and called her my
mother; she, who always knows what will be most
agreeable, kindly said that she could now own Mr.
Hughes for a son. A sentiment so full of respect
and affection to my friend could not but please me’
better than any thing that might have been addressed
to myself.

Your story of Mr Addison surprises me ; I cannot
believe that he was not the author of Cato: the
arrogance of fathering the beautiful offspring of
another seems to me the very reverse of his modest
and humble character.

I have not yet seen Mr. Rodes; he will be very wel-
come whenever he comes, but doubly so, if he brings
you with him. If he does not make haste, I may
prevent him; for, although I have two congrega-
tions on my hands on account of Mr. Pridgings’s
illness, I hope to take a tour to St. Albans about
the beginning of September, and believe me, that
except it be the pleasure of seeing so worthy a
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friend, and so generous a benefactor as dear Mr.
Clark, nothing is so great an inducement to me to
undertake the journey, as the prospect of spending
a whole day with you at Childwick, when I antici-
pate the most delightful entertainment from your
collection of books and letters; but above all from
your company. My pen has run on till I have only
left myself room to add that

I am, dear Sir,

Your most affectionate and obedient Friend,

PHiLip DODDRIDGE.

P.S. Pray give me anothér name, and let me
know in your next what your polite correspondent
calls you. I will not allow of Heraclitus. Dr.
Atterbury’s translation of the Banishment of Cicero
seems to me admirably well done ; the language is
exceedingly beautiful, and many of his translations
from Tully are as graceful as the latin.

——

TO MY BROTHER *.

Harborough, June, 9, 1796,
DEAR BROTHER, Wednesday morning, 8 o’clock.

I MAKE it a maxim with myself to write either to
you or my sister whenever I have an opportunity of
writing at all ; so that you have two or three letters

* An excuse for writing short bumourous aocounts of business.



OF DR. DODDRIDGE. 139

from me where other more ceremonious correspon-
dents have but one. You will not then be offended,
that I write no more at large, for you must consider
that I have a great deal of business which requires
my daily attendance.

I was up at five o'clock this morning, and I have
been all this while studying the connection of a
short section in the Romans, and writing letters.
Nay, at this very moment, Demosthenes is waiting
to entertain me with one of his Philippics, and
Virgil is bringing back Zneas to his camp, where 1
have long been waiting in pain for his absence.
Doctor Tillotson has also prepared an admirable
sermon, which he will quickly deliver in my cham-
ber with his usual grace and sweetness. And then
" Gerard Brandt will go on with his History of the
Persecution of the Remonstrants, after their condem-
nation at the Synod of Dort. In the afternoon, I
expect to hear from Pliny, who generally favours me
with two or three epistles in a day, though a stranger
and a heathen—while yeu, a Christian minister and
my brother, will hardly write once in a quarter of a
year! Then I am to drink a dish of tea with some
agreeable women in the afternoon, and may possibly
look over a chapter or two in the History of the Four
Kings*: and if I should be inmoderately transported
with the joys of victory, or the sorrows of defeat, with
love to my partner, or anger against my antagonist,
I shall hope to find my remedy in the conversation
of Mr. Bragg, who has lately undertaken to teach

® Cards
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me the Government of the Passions, a lesson indeed
which I ought to have learnt some time ago! Dr.
Potter is instructing me in Grecian antiquities ; but
I fear, I shall hardly have time to speak with
him to-day. However, I will, if possible, attend
upon my tutor Cradock, in the evening, who is
lecturing on the Epistles with great accuracy and
solidity ; besides this, I have a little kind of a ser-
mon to preach in the family according to.my daily
custom, and then four letters to transcribe into short-
hand. o

Now I will leave you, who are one of the greatest
clerks I know, to judge whether all this business will
leave me time to say any more than how does my
dear sister? Give my service to her, and to Mrs.
Nettleton, and believe me to be

Your affectionate Brother and Servant,

P. DopDRIDGE.

P.S. Cousin Philip is run away, nobody knows
whither! *

TO MR. CLARK.

DEAR SIR, : Harborough, June 30, 1796.
TuoucH I wrote to you a few days ago, I cannot
satisfy myself to convey a letter to Mr. Hughes
under a cover to you without at least a note for
yourself. I was the more inclined to write again,
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because in my last I was forced to omit the mention
of an accident which lately happened here, the cir-
cumstances of which appeared to me very remark-
able. '

On the first day of this month, there was a dread-
ful storm of thunder and lightning in these parts.
Its most fatal effects occurred at Clipstone, a town
in Northamptonshire, about three miles from Har-
borough. There was a young shepherd about twen-
ty-three years of age, who had always entertained
a remarkable dread of such storms ; on that day as it
began to grow cloudy, his mother would have dis-
suaded him from going out, but he said that he must
go, as certain of the sheep absolutely required his
attendance. This was agreeable to a tenderness of
temper which, from his childhood, had been remark-
able in his character. Quiekly after he got into the
fields, the storm arose ; he was then in an open valley
of greensward, and upon the neighbeuring land there
were two places of shelter equally distant ; the one
a stack of beans where some men were employed in
threshing, the other, a rick of hay where nobody
was. Humanly speaking, his life depended upon
the choice he made between these two places, and he
unhappily chose the rick. If he had any particular
reason for this determination, it must probably have
been the advantage which solitude would there give
him for the exercise of secret devotion, to which his
parents say he had always addicted himself with
great constancy and care ; and perhaps he intended,
if the storm would permit, to read Beveridge’s Private
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Thoughts, which were found in his pocket. How-
ever, he had little time for either, for quickly after
he got to the hay-rick, the threshers at a small dis-
tance saw it take fire! They immediately ran to
extinguish it, which they did without any great dif-
ficulty, as stacked hay burns but slowly; but they
found the shepherd dead! His heels were stuck
up, and his back rested against a part of the rick
which had not been on fire. On a more careful ex-
amination, they found that his coat was singed on
the right shoulder; his waistcoat did not appear to
be burnt: but his shirt was reduced to tinder!
not only on the shoulder, but all over the back. The
skin under it appeared a little blistered ; but the flesh
not at all torn. His right leg was blistered round
the outer ankle, and his shoe-buckle shattered -almost
to perfect powder. There was no wound on any part
of the body which could be thought the cause of
his death. About a month before this accident,
he told his mother a dream which struck deeply
upon his imagination for a considerable time. He
said, he fancied himself  surprised by a storm of
thunder, and that he fled for shelter to the wall of
a house, when a great flash of lightning seemed to
come directly upon him, and that immediately he
found - himself strangled for want of breath !

I shall venture to make no superstitious reflec-
tions upon the parallel between his dream and the
manner of his death ; but leave you, sir, to judge of
the matter as you please, and only assure you, that
you may depend upon the truth of every material
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circumstance of the story, as told by the father and
mother of the deceased, who are persons both of
good sense and piety. Mr. Some has preached an
admirable sermon on the occasion, from Ecclesiastes
ix. 12. a text which I selected for him, and from
which, if I mistake not, I once heard you preach, at
the funeral of a young man who had been drowned.
I hope this will not be the only, or the most im-«
portant instance in which my long attendance upon
your ministry will make me serviceable to my
friends.
I am, Reverend Sir,

Your most obedient and most humble Servant,

PuirLir DoppRrIDGE.

"Mr. Some and Mrs. Jennings give their service to
you. Mrs. Wingate is absent on a visit to Oundle.
Mrs. Chaine, eldest daughter of the lady Wingate,
having lost her excellent husband, is come to settle
near us, and will be a most agreeable neighbour.
Pray give my humble service to Mrs. Clark and all
friends at St. Albans.

If you have seen Louth on the Minor Prophets,
I desire you would send me your judgment upon it ;
and that you would let me know whether you have
Cradock’s Old Testament History in your study;
if you have, I must beg you to lend it to me. I
have been reading Hall’s Contemplations on the His-
torical parts of Scripture, and find not only that
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they are of great use to form one to a practical way
of improving what one reads there, but that many
circumstances of the History are illustrated by ju-
dicious observations, which I have not before met
with. I have read Mr. Pearce’s funeral sermon. A
reverend and orthodor divine in these parts, is not
at all pleased with it, but thinks it should have
shown more largely, that whatever peculiar notions
that excellent man had on the head of the Trinity,
they did not in fact hinder him from perceiving the
great advantages of all the essential peculiarities of
the gospel scheme. He thinks the author should
have run over in an appendix, if not in the sermon,
several of the subjects that he preached upon, and
have quoted some of the most affectionate passages
relating to Christ and the Spirit ; and that he should
have concluded with a more pathetic address to those
who reviled and persecuted so evangelical a preacher.
This he thinks would have done a great deal towards
assuaging the prejudices of some honest but bigoted
people against Mr. Pearce and some of his surviving
brethren, which this truly orthodox man seems to look
upon as very desirable. I am the more confirmed
in the force of that thought from some conversa-
tion'I have had with a friend at Leicester, of con-
siderable delicacy, as to sound doctrine, and as far
from Arianism as any man in the world. He used
constantly to attend on Mr. Pearce when he went to
Exeter, because he thought him the most evangelical
preacher there ; and he told me a few days ago, with
great seriousness, that he could never condemn any
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man for that doctrine which would allow him to
preach as Mr. Pearce did. You see, sir, to what my
note has grown; it is indeed time for a reasonable
man to conclude it.

TO MRS. ELIZABETH CLARK.
DEAR PHILOMELA June 30, 17%6.

CAanNor imagine how much Celadon was agitated
to hear her offer so humble an apology for her late
omission of writing to him. I own, madam, I was
ready to complain of you in my own thoughts ; but
I did not presume to blame you, because I had re-
ceived too many tangible proofs of your friendship,
to be capable of doubting its sincerity. Besides, I
had heard from Clio that you were overtaken by a
hurry of extraordinary business. This is an excuse
I am so frequently obliged to use, when addressing
friends whom I sincerely value and love, that it
would be peculiarly unjust in me not to admit its
force ; but if it had been much less effective, I
should have thought it a considerable degree of
happiness that Philomela allowed me such a place in
her esteem as to think it worth her while to offer me
an excuse at all. I am not so stupid as to be in-
sensible of the charms of your last letter. However,
madam, according to your request I will not insist
upon your being so punctual a correspondent as I
could wish, but hope that you will write as often as
VOL. II. L
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you conveniently can. Whenever you answer me, I
will acknowledge the obligation with all possible gra-
titude; and when you do not, I will conclude it is be-
cause you are employed in more important business.
I ought certainly to be very willing to come into an
agreement of this nature when I consider that every
one of your letters is worth a great many of mine.
You speak with your usual good sense and dis-
cretion, when you call teaching a large school a
great undertaking. It is certainly, madam, an office
of much labour and difficulty ; but you may fre-
quently support yourself under it with this reflec-
tion, that it is a post of the mest honourable and
important service that a member of your sex ean be
engaged in; nor are there indeed many employments
in our male world which ean be compared with it.
If you are serious in asking my advice, which I
can hardly imagine, I am sure it must be only from
an excess of humility ; as it would be an unequalled
excess of presumption in me to pretend to dictate to
a lady from whom I ought rather to esteem it an
honour and happiness to receive instruction; and
therefore, madam, instead of putting on a grave face
and preaching to you, I will rather from my heart
congratulate the happiness of those who are placed
under your care, They might possibly have found
some other mistress equally capable of instructing
them in the dexterities of the needle, or in those
other playful arts which it is generally expected they
should learn; though I believe there are few who
would have the vanity to pretend to rival you in
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these ; but I conceive that they could not have found
a more beautiful pattern of judicious taste, elegant
sentiment, arid polite behaviour; much less could
they have fallen into the care of a person equally
capable and equally solicitous to lead their dawning
minds into the knowledge and love of practical re-
ligion, untainted by the awkward, though fashionable
mixture of affectation, censoriousness, superstition,
and bigotry. You, madam, will easily discover the
most natural and graceful method of insinuating into
their young hearts, by gentle degrees, a reverence of
God and a relish for virtue; and will teach them
by the familiarity of daily discourse, both what cha-
racter is honourable and amiable, and what on the
other hand is contemptible and hateful; and then
they will continually have before them, an example
of all that is most valuable in the Christian temper,
which will do more to form their characters by the
insensible charm of imitation, than could be effected
by the most rational and glowing discourse. I rejoice
to think what daughters, wives, mothers, and mis-
tresses, by the by, the pretty creatures will make, in
consequence of the maxims which they will thus
imbibe. If there were any thing in the world, madam,
which could make me content to resign the privileges
of my sex, it would be that I might go through such
a course of education, and be formed under such an
example : nature will not allow of such a change.
However, madam, I would hope that in another way
I may find my account in your entering upon these
duties ; for by such means, you will gain a still
L2
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more decisive acquaintance with the female heart,
in all its varied shades; so that hereafter you may
possibly havé it in your power to recommend to me a
mistress from among your pupils, when I may again
have leisyre to attend to such tender amusements
whith for a while I have resolutely dismissed.

I entreat you then, madam, to look around upon
the little thoughtless charmers in this view ; and if
you discern the dawning of a character which may
be likely to ' make me happy, bestow some pecuha.r
cultwatlon upon it in regard to

Your most aﬁ'ectxonate Friend and

most obedient humble Servant,

PurLre DopDRIDGE.

TO CLIO.

DEAR MADAM, Harborough, June 30, 1726,
I RECEIVED your letter one morning when I was at
breakfast, amid a circle of very agreeable friends,
and was so charmed with the gaiety and pleasantry
it displayed, that I could not forbear reading them
a few lines, which I knew there would be no incon-
venience in communicating. They all joined -in
congratulating my happiness in having such a cor-
respondent ; and indeed I thought the honour so
great, that the pride of my heart would not suffer
me entirely to conceal it. Let me entreat you, my
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dear creature, to be very cautious that you do not
transport me into a most extravagant opinion of
myself! It requires no little attainment in philosophy
to be able to keep myself humble when you do me
the honour to write to me at all ; but what a trial do
you think it must be when you write in my praise:
“seldom has any thing in human affairs, that can
make a thinking woman happy, received such a
tribute from Clio !” from a lady of so much sincerity
and penetration. Oh it is too much to be supported
with decency !

After such a testimonial, I must be either proud
or insensible. It was with a great deal of agony
that I parted with my mistress ; but methinks it was
well worth my while to endure it all, to be so
condoled with and so supported by you.

I most heartily congratulate you on your new
conquest, but can find nothing so wonderful in the
matter as you seem to apprehend. It is nothing
strange to me that Clio should captivate a gentleman
of superior mind ; because politeness in another is
most charming to those who understand it them-
selves : and that he is a man of taste, makes it so
much the more prudent and decent for him to enter-
tain a thought of you; and as for his being a
widower, that is another very favourable circum-
stance, for I am persuaded, that the more he knows
of the sex, the more will he esteem a lady who so
far exceeds its usual value. I hope the affair goes
on prosperously, and that the next time I come to
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town, I shall have the pleasure of taking a turn to
Hampstead in your coach !

But now I think of it again, what has produced
so surprising a change in those sentiments and reso-
lutions which you lately professed to me in a letter-
dated June 23, 1725. That you “are now come to
the use of your reeson, and will never have any thing
more to do with that false sex—any otherwise at least
than in the way of common friendship !” 1 entreat
you, madam, to resolve the enigma: what has the
appearance of a man of fashion to do in the case, if
you intend only to make him a friend ; or what does
it signify to the sincerity of friendship, that he has a
great estate and has buried a wife some few months
ago. ‘Oh, Clio! how do 1 admire the force of fe-
male resolution !—or to talk more seriously, how do
I regret that the customs of our country did not
allow you to take the veil, and enter into a vow of
perpetual virginity for its better support; and yet
methinks in such a case how termenting would have
been the sight of this tall accomplished man, whom
you now mention with so much pleasure.

. You cannot imagine how much I reverence your
profound skill in the forbidden science; the event
baving proved so answerable to your prediction !
But I beseech you, my fair Witch, how came you
not to consult the cards in your own late affair? and.
if you did consult them, how came you to be sur-
prised at that dreadful separation: did your Familiar
fail in his usual veracity, or did you neglect his
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signal of alarm, and refuse to believe that your lover
would be inconstant, though the demon had given
you his word for the fact.

My very humble services wait upon all my friends,
but especially upon the charitable Mrs. Stevenson ;
I acknowledge myself inexpressibly obliged to her
for the reviving consolation she has sent me under
my late calamity, and long for the happy time when
I may see her in London, and settle the few remain-
ing circumstances of the affair. Be pleased to tell
her, that I frequently perceive, by some emotions of
tenderness leading towards a very pretty young lady,
with whom I have frequent opportunity of conversing,
that my heart is not so entirely frozen as I was ready
to fear it had been by my late disappointment.

You subscribe yourself my sleepy correspondent,
and nothing in the world could have been so im-
proper after so susceptible a letter, if it had not been
for the concluding line: you had just been telling
me of a wife, and then you bid me go to bed and
dream of your husband! If I could have hoped for
a comfortable nap so early as nine in the morning, I
fancy my imagination would have taken another
turn, unless it had been controlled by the superior
force of your commands, which, whether sleeping or
waking, have an unlimited power over

Your most obsequious

CELADON.
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FROM THE REV. MR. HUGHES.

From my Hermitage, of Childwick,
DEAR FRIEND, Sunday Morning, July 11, 1726.

I AM extremely obliged to you for making some
amends in your last for the shortness of your former,
though you will not absolutely pacify me till you
send me as many folio pages written in as close and
in as small a character, as that sent before your
Jjourney to St. Albans.

I should have liked your letter very well, but that
it was so full of compliments, every line made me
blush, to see you so liberal of your praises to one
who deserves them so little; besides, you have de-
prived me of the great pleasure of communicating it
to my friends, common decency will oblige me to
lock it up close in my scrutoire, lest whoever sees
it should blame the littleness of your judgment, and
my gigantic vanity. I cannot help thinking that
your prejudice in my favour has strangely perverted
your understanding, for to my own apprehension I
never was worse disposed, and never wrote any thing
in my life with less spirit than my last; and I
wonder how a man of your sense could make that
awkward comparison between Pliny and . ... Iam
ashamed to write the name; and had I not positively
declared against commending persons to their faces,
I could draw a parallel between him and a certain
nameless gentleman, with as much propriety as any
in Plutarch! I confess frankly, the first emotion

hat arises in my mind upon reading that gentleman’s
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letters is envy, until at least that vein of good will
and esteem for me which runs through them has
killed the sordid passion, and raised in my soul more
generous affections.

I beg for the future that you would not read my
letters to any body. You may be mistaken in your
sentiments ; all the world do not think so favourably
of me as you do; indeed, I have often thought it one
of the greatest imperfections in your character, to be
too warm for your friends, and too passionately con-
cerned for their interest, by which you prejudice
yourself, and often the persons whom you intend to
benefit. Let my name be buried in oblivion, unless
you find my reputation unjustly attacked, it will then
be your duty to defend it, but calmly and modestly;
but for panegyric I am sure that I am too inconsider-
able a part of God's creation to merit it.

My sentiments on retirement were not the product
of a transient feeling of ill humour, or fit of .the
spleen, but were the result of reason and experience,
and a just conviction of the vanity of the world. I
now see the world through reasonable organs; the
false gloss that my youthful fancy had thrown upon
it is faded, the painted vizor taken off, and it appears
in its proper colours; and though I have seen but little
in comparison with many others, yet I am heartily
weary of the prospect, and doubtless the longer I live
the less I shall like it. "The more-a man knows of
the world, the more he. will hafe and despise it: how
I ever came to sacrifice to 5o visionary an idol as Fame
I am at a loss to conceive; surely of all the vanities
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under the sun that romantic passion is the most
irrational. I now find more real happiness in the
innocence and tranquillity of a country retreat, in
books, polite society, health of bedy, and peace of
mind, than ever my imagination represented as possi-
ble from all the maddening joys of love or wine, the
empty breath of popular applause, the frantic scenes
of folly, the glitter of an exalted station, the tumul-
tuous diversions, or feverish expectations of public
life. The hope that I now propose to myself is to
pass calmly through existence without envy and ill-
will, beloved and esteemed by a few select. friends,
who for the sake of two or three tolerable qualities
will overlook a great many infirmities.

I shall be contented indeed to spend my days in
some obscure village, as an humble teacher of that
religion whose laws I have toe often broken; and if
I can but be instrumental in forming some few of the
rising generation to a love of learning and piety, I
shall think that I answer the end of my being, better
than if I were against my own inclination to bustle
upon the public theatre. I know as much as if I
saw into futurity, provided you live, that the time
will come, when you will make an appearance worthy
. of yourself upon the great Stage of the World, in the
character of an ambassador of Christ. It may be
then in your power to serve your poor unprofitable
friend, as I am satisfied it is now your inclination ;
but for my own part, I am so much in love with soli-
tude that I believe all the Mitres in England would
never shake my resolution.
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“ Early and vain into the world I came,

Big with false hopes, and eager after fame !

Till looking round me ere the race began,

Madmen and giddy Fools were all that ran :

Reclaim’d by times I from the lists retire,

And thank the Gods who that retreat inspire.”— Lansdown.
I am extremely obliged to Mr. Some for his semel
tusanivimus omnes. I hope he will live to see that
maxim verified in me as well as in others; of this I
am persuaded, that the wisest man who ever lived in
the world, would comparatively have been but an
idiot, had he not most enormously played the fool ;
and that the greatest part of Solomon’s wisdom flowed
from the particular experience he had of folly. Since
then, my dear friend, hours once gone by can never
be recalled—since time insensibly sinks away like
the fleeting sand of an hour-glass, and carries our
life along with it,—let us improve every minute divi-
sion of this expanded moment, in procuring innocent
satisfaction, in doing good offices to our fellow-
creatures, or honouring the God who made us; that
so, when the present shall be past, as it is while I
am yet writing, we may have a comfort in our own
reflections. Life, to make the best of it, as the
Arabians have well said, is but the shadow of a
cloud ; the remembrance of a dream; it is indeed a
show that may last twenty, forty, or fifty years; but
sooner or later the illusion will fade, and we shall
awake in the world of realities. .

Mrs, Jennings's behaviour is so extravagantly good,

that I want words to express my gratitude. I shall
only appeal to Dr. Latham and all his academy, to
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all my own relations, (who are now willing enough
to think me innocent) if I have not upon all occa-
sions spoken handsomely of her and Mr. Jennings
ever since I left Kibworth. Since she is pleased to
own me as a Son, I hope I shall always behave myself
with filial piety. Pray present my duty to her in the’
humblest manner imaginable. . I hope some time or
other to' come myself, and ask ‘her pardon for past:
misconduct, and her blessing for the future. .I had
some thoughts of coming last week, but being a little
low in the purse, I determined for Cambridge ; for, if
I had come to Harborough, I must have rambled to:
Leicester, Derby, Kidderminster, Worcester, &c.:

I am pleased to see that Messrs. Priest, Benion, and
several of my Findern friends are happy in your
acquaintance. I wish I could establish a friendly
corraspondence between all men of taste ‘and letters.
You are’ expected at Cambridge : I would have you
preach there for the honour of the Dissenters. Mr.:
Clatk and Mr. Downess family form my chief ac-
quaintance here. I hardly know anyhody of our
profession whom I value more than the former. I-
have nothing more to add, but that I am

Yours most sincerely,
O’H. or HEracLITUS, -

For I will have no other name; and since you are
not content with yours, I shall call you Cicero.

To fill up the sheet I send you some poetry, which
is not at least in any of our miscellanies.
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STANZAS ON THE LAST DAY.

I
PaRrENT of all things—mighty Lord!
The spacious realms of earth and sea
Obeyed thine all-creating word,
It past, and they began to be!
Say it is come! that dread eventful hour—
They’ll fade,—and own thy Sovereign power.

1I.
Dire meteors flash and comets blaze,
‘While whirling clouds, asunder riven,
By starts reveal infernal rays,
Shot through the murky vault of heaven.
The doom is sealed, foretold by ancient seers,
And Nature sinks beneath the weight of years.

III.
Half lost in that unnatural gloom,
The Sun a dim cold disk appears;
And seen by starts, the struggling Moon
Gleams through a veil of bloody tears.
As funeral torches cast a ghastly ray,
They show expiring Nature’s last decay.

Iv.
Now the Archangels’ trumpets sound,—
A mouldering wreck that once had breath,
The nations cloistered under ground,
Start from the icy trance of death !
These with Hosannas hail the dawning light,
Those curse the Day, and screaming call on Night.

V.
His throne a burning dazzling star,
In awful pomp the Judge is seen;
The angelic guard around Him far
. In circling troops alternate gleam.
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Thick as the leaves autumnal forests shed,
The trembling Spirits crowd those confines dread.

VI.
To Virtue’s smiling children there
He calls with an endearing voice ;
And yonder group, who wildly glare,
Now only curse their vicious choice.
Nor flight, nor strife, nor chance, nor hope remain,
But deep remorseless ever searching pain.

- VIL
For ever, ah! for ever! fatal sound—
Like the keen shaft of an envenomed dart ;
Thou print’st an ever festering wound,
Immortal woes, and pangs that ne’er depart !
Thought has no object, vengeance has no power,
And blasphemy grows dumb in that wild hour.

VIIL
Soft !—saintly Spirits crowned with light,
A radiant band, ascend the skies;
A new born world smiles gently bright,
And choral songs triumphant rise.
The heav’nly gates to solemn strains give way,
Blazing with starry eyes—bright with immortal day

TO MR. JOHN MASSEY.

MY DEAR FRIEND, Harborough, July 19, 1726.
I canvor easily describe the uneasiness which a clause
in your last letter written for your father threw me
into. The reflection was so severe, though unfounded,
that I will not repeat it, because I desire to forget it.
Nay, I think I will take this reproof kindly, and per-
suade myself what I would most gladly believe, that
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it is an argument of your friendship, for surely, if
you did not love me, you would not be so solicitous
about my writing ; nay, you would not so much as
remember me, when you have a dying brother to
engross your thoughts, and fill your heart with an
overflowing sorrow, which can scarcely leave room
for any other passion.

But, now I am writing, what shall I say, what can
I say upon this occasion, which your own good sense
has not already suggested with greater advantage?
and, indeed, this was one reason why I wrote no
sooner.

You perceive the hand of God in this calamity—
of that God whom you have chosen for your hope
and your portion, and to whom you have committed
yourself and all your concerns, and amongst the
rest, that dear brother whom you now lament ; have
you not often been saying in relation to the event
of this Providence, while it was yet in suspense,
Father, Thy will be done! Repeat that tender and
humble address, and argue yourself into such a silent
acquiescence as may be consistent with it.

You are well satisfied of the sincere and exem-
plary piety of our dear departed friend (for so I fear
1 must now call him) ; and no doubt it has often re-
curred to your mind as a source of divine consolation.
You cannot forbear but to remember the melancholy
circumstances he was lately in when languishing
under a consuming distemper, and in a near prospect
of approaching dissolution; and surely you can as .
little forbear to contrast this mournful view with that
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scene of triumphant pleasure which the gospel so
sublimely and so beautifully describes, and to which
you firmly believe that he is now admitted. Surely,
as you lately sympathized in his sorrows, you may
now participate in his felicity ! and when you reflect
that God has wiped away all tears from his eyes, the
briny drops may cease to flow from your own, or be
converted into tears of transport. Let this, my friend,
be a consolation to you, not only under your present
grief, but under all the future calamities of life ; that
you have a dear brother at the right hand of God,
and surrounded by the joys of Paradise, while you
are wandering in a gloomy wilderness, subject to the
infirmities and temptations of humanity.

Once more, I know that in such an affliction as
this, when the tide of trouble flows so strongly upon
us, nature whispers a hidden comfort, and this arises
from the grave. We have lost our friends in its
silent obscurity, and we rejoice that we shall shortly
follow them, although it be to lie down with them
in the dust. = Every day and every hour accelerates
our last, a thought we gladly embrace, when we have
lost our relish for the pleasures and entertainments
of life, having lost the company of those with whom
we delighted to share them.

But you, my dear brother, in our common Master
have a much nobler consideration to support you ;
you are not only near the grave—but you approach
the confines of that happy world where our lamented
friend is already arrived. You have devoted your-
self to God, and confided your spirit into the hands
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of our allsufficient Redeemer, and you now find a
peculiar comfort, in the persuasion that God will
restore you to the society of those excellent persons
who are already happy in his immediate presence,
and among that blissful host, to your beloved brother,
whom you will meet on more exalted terms, and
with whom you will for ever continue without the
anguish of a second separation.

These are reflections which no serious Christian
can forbear on so solemn an occasion ; nevertheless, a
person of your tenderness cannot forget, that, however
important they are, they cannot fully heal the wounded
mind, shrinking under the immediate apprehension
of the painful stroke. Nature must be allowed to
run her course,—only take care that you do not
sorrow, as those who have no hope.

It grieves me to think what your excellent parents
and the rest of your family must feel, and espe-
cially do I pity your good mother. No doubt her
attendance in the chamber of sickness, and of death,
must have fixed many of those melancholy ideas
upon her mind, in so forcible a manner that they
will not quickly be erased ; may God support her!
But yet there is none with whose anguish I more
deeply sympathize, than with that of the young lady
you mention, and whose interesting story I have
heard at large. You know my tenderness for the
sex, and her character, as represented to me, demands
a peculiar respect. As she probably would have
enjoyed more happiness with that excellent youth than
any other of his surviving friends, so will her burthen

VOL. II. M
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of grief be the more insupportable, especially as its
outward expression will be restrained by the delicacy
of her mind. Had I been happy in a personal
acquaintance with her, had it been ever so slight, I
could not have forborne writing to her, as my experi-
mental knowledge of a wounded heart would perhaps
have dictated something more consolatory than com-
mon friendship could offer. But, as it would not be
decorous for you to say any thing of that nature to a
stranger, I must content myself to express my grati-
tude to her for her constant affection to my de-
ceased friend, by recommending her case to your
most affectionate regard. Employ your own eloquent
pen for her relief, and when grief is a little lulled by
time, call in your obliging muse to your assistance;
for you can hardly have a more sublime or tender
subject than a lamentation for such a lover, and the
eondolence of such a mistress.

Farewell, my dear friend; assure yourself of an
interest in my daily prayers, and let not all the pre-
sent anguish of your soul cause you to forget me in
those devotions which must now be your surest relief ;
for, whatever you might suspect from some little
delay, I am, with the sincerest respect and affection,

Your faithful, sympathizing Friend,
and obedient humble Servant,

PairLre DopDRIDGE.
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TO MR. CLARK.

REVEREND SIR, Sept. 20, 1726.
A FRIEND of mine once told me, that when he was a
little boy he was invited to a feast, where, after a
great variety of other dainties, a dish of cheese-cakes
was served up. His pampered appetite, though
almost exhausted, seemed to be renewed at the
tempting sight, and as he was peculiarly fond of the
curd he determined to consume it last of all; but,
having eaten a pretty good share of the crust, he
could not dispatch any more, and so was obliged to
leave the curd in despair.

Something of this kind has happened to me. I
had a great many letters to send by Mr. David Jen-
nings, who has made us a visit of about ten days, and
is now upon his return. I dispatched most of them
and reserved yours for one of the last, concluding
that I could never be so tired as to want spirits to
converse with my most generous and valuable friend.
Some of my other letters I wrote to. amuse or to serve
my friends, but this was to be for my own enter-
tainment, and to relieve me after my fatigue. 1
have still as good an inclination to it as my little
friend had to his delicate morsel, but it is my morti-
fication to have spent so much time already in
writing that I have but a few moments left for you ;
and, you will say, why do I then waste them in so
impertinent a story; but, indeed, the truth of the

M 2
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matter is, that I had written it before I was well
aware. :

This reflection, however, I cannot forbear, that
you must have treated me with a great deal of can-
dour and condescension, or I could not have pre-
sumed on so much freedom in addressing a person
whose genius and character is so far superior to my
own; and ‘if I imagined that you would not easily
perceive that this familiarity was consistent with the
sincerest respect, I would immediately tear the paper,
and rather not say any thing, than what might seem
to intimate a feeling so entirely contrary to that
which exists. )

Just as I was writing this, good Mrs: Jennings
came into my study ; I know not what trifling occa-
sion brought her hither, but I am sure it was a happy
accident for me. I have now, for half an hour, been
entertained with ‘as much piety and good sense, and
tender, endearing expressions of geneérous, undis-
sembled friendship as could be crowded into so little
time. She told me—what I am so much charmed
with that I cannot conceal it from you, nor could 1
hear it; nor indeed can I write it without tears—that
she is “ relying on my conversation and friendship as
one of the greatest pleasures of her life, and that she
is often blessing God for the kind providence that
brought me into her family. Do not impute it to my
vanity that I repeat this language, for I really think
such a feeling has no part in the matter. ' She indeed
thinks miore favourably of me by far than I deserve ;
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but that mistake is my happiness. You, sir, that are
blessed in the enjoyment of Mrs. Clark, know the
exquisite pleasure of being esteemed by a woman of
an amiable character ; and as I rejoice that you have
such a wife, so I am willing that you should take
part in the satisfaction I have in the society of such a
friend. It is purely a platonic affection that is between
us, but really it cheers every day of my life. With
how much pleasure do I think that though I have
no estate to serve her with, which certainly if I had
should be most freely at her command, yet still
Providence has favoured me with an opportunity of
serving her in those interests which of all others are
. most dear to her, the instruction of her children and
her spiritual edification. As I question not but you
are often praying for me, so I beg you would join
with me in returning thanks to that God who has
made such a gracious and indulgent provision for my
happiness.

While I am above in my study I find such enter-
tainment in my books that I think I should be happy
though I lived in a wilderness, and had no human
creature to converse with ; and when I come down to
her I am ready to forget that I have a study, and to
think I might daily grow wiser, though every book
but my Bible were in apother country. The lines
are indeed fallen to me in pleasant places! and I
often think that two such friends as Mrs. Jennings
and Mr. Clark are more than one man could reason-
ably expect, and I heartily wish that I may be
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enabled to behave so that neither you nor she may
have reason to repent of that share in your esteem
and affection with which you have honoured

Your most obliged

and most affectionate humble Servant,

Puirip DopDRIDGE.

TO MR. HUGHES.

DEAR SIR, Sept. 20, 1726.
Tue last journey I made to Harborough was doubly
agreeable to me, as it gave me an opportunity of
waiting upon you and enjoying so much of your
company. I esteemed you so much before that I
thought it could not possibly be increased, but I
perceive I was mistaken.

You were pleased, when I was last with you, to
call in several of your correspondents to entertain
me with their agreeable and improving letters, and I
look upon it as an important evidence of 'your sincere
friendship to me that you did not entirely overlook
and forget one, amongst so many other persons who
are so much my superiors. Some of these letters,
and especially your brother’s, charmed me to such a
degree that I believe I should not have ventured to
write to you any more, if I had not been so well
assured of your candour.
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But, however you may have fared at another time,
I think I may now promise you some very good
entertainment. The beginning of my letter was
indeed dull, but the little that remains will be
admirable. You will find solidity and beauty in
every thought, propriety and delicacy in every ex-
pression, the strokes of my pen will be more just and
regular, and, for aught I know, the very paper itself
may appear finer and whiter, for I am going to write
that charming, irresistible name that can cover a
multitude of faults, and create a multitude of graces
in any letter that chances to contain it !

You are to understand then, my dear friend, that I
have lately been at Coventry; I staid there indeed
but a few hours, but did not forget your concerns in
the hurry in which I was obliged to omit many of
my own. It was my care, almost wherever I went,
to inquire after the character and circumstances of a
certain young lady. I spoke with a variety of per-
sons, of different characters, of opposite interests and
tempers, and they all agreed in this account.

They tell me that she possesses exemplary -piety ;
that she has a great deal of good humour and wit,
which she has improved by reading and conversation,
and has always shewn a most judicious and elegant
taste in the choice of her books, and of her com-
panions. The engaging gaiety of her temper is
under the restraint of that prudence which seems
entailed upon her whole family, and which has
preserved her .from any degree of censure, from
those whose antipathy to the father would certainly
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have inclined them to use the daughter with some
severity, if she had not commanded their esteem by
a merit, which prejudice itself could not resist. I
need not tell you after this that she has the character
of an affectionate temper; for if she had not, how
much soever she might be admired, it is absolutely
impossible she should be universally beloved.

Her fortune it seems is one thousand pounds, which
her father has left at her own disposal. I inquired
if she admitted of addresses from any of her admirers,
which to be sure must be a great many,—but was
told that she was as yet perfectly disengaged, and
that the generosity of her spirit would give great hope
of success to any deserving man of small fortune, if
the prudence of her mamma and elder brother should
not interpose to his prejudice. :

I went twice to Mr. Cator’s in the hope of seeing
her, but in the morning she was not well, and in
the afternoon she was gone abroad. However I
had an opportunity of talking of her to her brother,
and to some friends for whom she has a particular
esteem ; and if I talked of you at all, you are sure I
spoke in the language of a friend. I own that I have
not eloquence enough to do you justice; something
however I essayed, which her brother heard with
a great deal of pleasure, and the report of which
could not be disagreeable to her; but Mr. Cator
hindered me from running on as I might other-
wise have done, by telling me, that the more he saw
or conversed with either of us the more resem-
blance did he discover in person, voice, language,
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air, and temper! To have proceeded any further,
after such a declaration, would have been making
an encomium upon myself, and would have been a
reflection upon you to the company who did not
know you, but only heard I was like you. And it
would have convinced those that did know you,
that Mr. Cator was mistaken in the judgment he
had formed. Pardon the haste and depend upon the
affection of your Friend,
PurLie DoDDRIDGE.

FROM THE REV. MR, HUGHES.

From my Hermitage at Childwick,
DEAR HORTENSIUS, Sept. 24, 1726.

It is with great impatience that I have expected the
agreeable letter which I received to-day. Indeed I
was afraid that the bdelles spirituelles of Harborough
had made you forget your poor recluse friend, till
you made me sensible of the contrary by so kind a
remembrance.

I am surprised you should make such a formal
preamble about your letters after I had so frankly
declared my sentiments concerning them at St.
Albans: I shall not repeat my encomiums, because
I would not encourage you to return the commenda-
tion. I find flattery is your darling sin; it is an
incurable distemper.

Natu@ expellas furcd, tamen usque recurret.
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Your character of Nigrilla shows that you are an
admirable painter, though your study seems rather to
have been to draw a fine than a true picture; how-
ever, I make allowances for your constitution, your
peculiar respect for the sex, and particular desire to
please me. If she prove but half as charming as
your - description, her price will be above rubies;
though in this case you ought to have considered
how easily lovers are imposed upon, and should rather
have said too little than too much in praise of my
mistress. If I am not misinformed, she is far from
being perfectly disengaged; and if she is, yet I
must expect to meet with the most violent opposition
from all her friends and family; and I am not of a
temper to struggle with difficulties, especially in so
nice an affair, where my past life may be canvassed,
and perhaps all its follies exposed and aggravated,
in order to blacken my character and render me
odious in her eyes. These, and many other bad conse-
quences, I have reason to dread, should I vigorously
prosecute an amour in spite of her relations; so that
we must leave the issue to God and time, for at
present I see no, probability of success in an attempt
of that nature.

The Banishment of Cicero is one of the best trans-
lations I have ever read ; the style is excellent, and
the whole composition well laid together; I believe
Dr. Friend, the physician, was its author.

The translation of the Georgics I cannot commend,
it is poor and spiritless, and as much inferior to
Dryden’s as the songs of Tom Durfey to the odes of
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Horace; though the preface is written so sensibly
that I can hardly persuade myself that it is from the
same hand.

Dr. Sherlock’s Discourses upon Prophecy have
given me, not only a great deal of entertainment, but
much instruction; he has thrown a new light upon
some of the most obscure texts and passages of
Scripture. I am particularly charmed with his ac-
count of the state of the earth after the deluge, and
his dissertations upon the consequences of the fall,
where his notions, though new, seem to be perfectly
just as well as ingenious. I know not whether I
should most admire the beauty of his imagination,
the strength of his judgment, or the variety of his
learning.

The poem upon Winter, by Thomson, is a noble
production.

I do not much relish the new paraphrase on Job *.

I would have proceeded further, and transcribed
some of my Nuge Canora, but a black cloud that
has just arisen from the region of spleen has over-
shadowed my mind, and incapacitated me from
adding any thing but, what it is almost needless to
repeat, that I am,

Your sincere Friend,
HEerAcLIPUs,

Or, if you do not like that name,
ArTICUS.

* By Dr. Young.
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TO A YOUNG LADY VISITING AT MR. HORSEMAN’S.

DEAR MADAM, Sept. 24.

I raIvk myself exceedingly obliged to you for your
friendly concern to know how I got to my journey’s
end. It had been a favour to have charged me to
write to Mrs. Nettleton before you left Hampstead,
that you might have known from her how I arrived,
but to permit me to address a letter to yourself was
still more obliging.

You know that I left Hampstead with considerable
regret, as indeed I must every other place when I
leave you behind me. I am now returned, I bless
God, in health and safety to a great many excellent
friends, and to my beloved studies. I own I fell
upon them with an unusual appetite after a fast of
above a month, spent without reading even one hour
in a day! I have now several books by me, from
which I reasonably expect a great deal of pleasure
and improvement, but I leave them untouched, that I
may converse with you, and am, as you may conjec-
ture, going to write a folio.

You cannot think how I have been longing to set
about it, for, methinks, while I am writing to you I
am talking with you, and you know how often I have
quitted a delightful book for that more delightful
employment, only I am now a little impatient at
having all the discourse to myself when I am before
a lady who has so much religion and good sense to
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make her conversation improving, and so much plea-
santry and wit to make it agreeable.

I know you expect I should send you some
news, and am sure that if we were together in the
parlour, the first question you would ask me would
relate to the ladies. In a general way, my female
friends are all well ; as to particulars, we are going
to lose Mrs. Wright, and as for the little bawling
brat that used to read me so many curtain lectures
from the neighbouring chamber, it is going into the
garret, where I heartily wish it more tranquil repose.

A mention of my mistress would naturally lead
me into a long digression, but I will endeavour to
guard against that excess. I have been to wait upon
her since I came here; Ileft her, indeed, but yesterday
moining. You are now laughing at me for having
been caught again, but I must entreat you to pity
the common infirmity of human nature, though you
have so small a share of it yourself.

I own I felt a fond kind of fluttering about my
heart, which I must in charity suppose that your sex
know nothing of, as you can never see creatures
more amiable than yourselves. But, after all, I stood
my ground very courageously and made no new
advance '—It was the visit of a friend and not of a
lover ; ‘and, as far as I can judge, did neither good
nor harm. T saw so many charms in her person and
behaviour as secured me from being ashamed that I
had loved her once, and prevented me from despairing
in an’ assurance that I should never dote upon her
again; but if you would ihquire into the event of
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the affair, I must answer in the words of a celebrated
philosopher, who said of his own knowledge in
general, “ all I know is, that I know nothing.” One
observation, however, I have made, but no very new
discovery, which is, that if lovers must part—it is
best for them to part at once, and resolutely to keep
their distance. Thus, if we were under an unhappy
necessity of losing a limb, one would rather choose
to have it taken off immediately, by a few bold and
vigorous strokes, than to suffer for an hour under
the knife and the saw.

And now, were it decent to turn a letter into a
sermon, I should immediately break out into a pas-
sionate declamation against excessive and ungoverned
love, that obvious trifler, for which the exrperienced
Solomon had such a contempt that he would not so
much as give it a place in his catalogue of specious
vanities. It is with indignation that I think how
much it distresses and unsettles the soul, and shackles
it in those noble pursuits for which God intended it
when he gave it the faculties of a rational nature.
Too well do I know that it is the nurse as well as
the daughter of idleness, and that it throws the mind
into a stupid lethargy, in which it forgets/its business
and its God, for the sake of some fading idol, which
it has dressed up in all the chimerical charms which
a liberal imagination can bestow and dote upon—
without considering that it is a creature of its own
unreal nature, and only called by the name of some-
thing really existing. Yet this will be the object of
its rapturous contemplation, its eager hopes, and its
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anxious fears, and that while God, and the all-
important concerns of a future world are either
entirely disregarded, or speedily dismissed, after a
short and hasty reflection.

A very grave complaint, you will say, but a very
impertinent one, in which you are not. at all con-
cemed! Not so immediately, I believe, as the fond
creature who makes it; and yet pardon me, lady, if
I say that your family are nat entirely unconcerned:
You have among you, indeed, some such impregnable
hearts that I never yet heard of any one who could
so much as make an impression upon them; but,
though I have no fear that any of you should be
disquieted with this extravagant passion, I own that
I fear for many of my own sex, whom you may
inspire, or, to speak more properly, may possess with
it To deal plainly with you,—I am afraid that
the three oldest among you have been doing mis-
chief in the world,—and I am afraid the fourth is
preparing herself for some desperate execution! It
is happy for me that I'am placed so far below you
and move at so great a distance that I can flatter
myself with no presumptuous hopes, and so have
very little to fear from you. I therefore speak as =
disinterested person; but yet, out of a regard to the
public good, I must tell you that I look upon an
agreeable woman, while she continues unmarried, as
one of the most mischievous creatures in nature ! 1
therefore advise you, and others of your description,
to shorten the years of tyranny and devastation, and
to dispose of yourselves for life with all convenient
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speed ; and, in the mean time, either to shun familiar
converse with the men, or to conceal some of your
charms in common charity.

Methinks a fine lady should in pity lay aside that
air of superior address which makes her appear to
such fatal advantage. She should sometimes suppress
a bright thought and curious sentiment, that she
may spare at least the wiser part of mankind, and
not seduce reason and good sense to betray their
master, and become accomplices in their own destruc-
tion ; or if the thought must be disclosed, she should
at least endeavour to temper its splendour with some
expression less beautiful and less appropriate than
what she would naturally use.

. I know that you are laughing at this sage admo-

nition ; but really I write it with a great deal of
gravity, and I recommend it again to your attentive
perusal. It inculcates an important branch of mo-
rality, which most of your sex are so far from culti-
vating, that you do not so much as think of it; nay,
on the contrary, instead of this cautious and generous
care to conceal your perfections of body or of mind,
you rather choose to increase their influence. - The
veil is grown out of fashion among you, and you
now study what ornamental dress may best discover
as much as modesty will permit, and set off every
charm with the irresistible force of fashion. And,
as if your looks were not sufficiently mischievous,
you call in your voice to your assistancé! Nay, you
are so extravagant in your cruelty that you talk sense
and wit !—although you know that to the generality
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of us poor innocents, sighs and melodious monosyl-
lables would be abundantly sufficient. Yet in this
way you proceed with no imaginable purpose, but
to amaze and subdue us; at least you never en-
deavour to use your conquest to any other advantage
than as a sacrifice to your vanity, which is just as
wise as if one should give a man a stab—only that he
lmght admire the exquisite keenness of the dagger!

You perceive I grow a little warm upon the ar-
gument, and indeed, madam, I have some reason;
and had I stayed a few weeks longer at Hamp-
stead, I might perhaps have been better prepared to
scold ; as it is, I think such inhumanities are hardly
to be tolerated any longer; and would humbly
propose, with all due submission to the wisdom
of our legislature, that a Bill be brought into the
House of Commons, entitled, ¢ A Bill for the better
Security of Male Hearts ; and for the Prevention of
the present unwarrantable Female Usurpation in his
Majesty’s Dominions.” I will not now send you
the draft for such a Bill, because I have not yet
finished it; besides, I promised you a copy of Mr.
Hughes’s verses on Retirement, which I am sure
will be much more entertaining than that, or any
thing else, which you can expect from,

Dear Lady,
Your very great Admirer, your faithful Monitor,
and your obedient Servant,

P. DoppRIDGE.
VOL. IL o N
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FROM THE REV. N. WOOD.

DEAR PHILLY, St. Albans, Sept. 29, 1726,
Your little messenger came safe, and delivered his
errand in a very concise manner ; but how came he
to be so brief, seeing his master is rather inclined to
be voluminous? I commend you for sending him
in a caravan: the little thing might have missed his
road, if he had travelled by himself.

I do believe as you would have me, that you have
an esteem and love for me ; nor did I want this billet,
much less a folio, to convince me of it; yet if you
believe, as I suppose you do, that our love is recipro-
cal, you must needs conclude, from what you feel
in yourself, that a great deal of a friend's company
is better to you than a little : that a long letter is
preferable to a short one. All that I am saying
amounts to this: do in this case as you would be
done by. As to your hurry—no man is always in
a hurry; he that lets his business alone indeed, so
long that he has but a few moments to dispatch it
in, must needs be in a hurry ; but the time before
that hurry was a time of leisure, and the proper
season for a man to write to his friend in. When
your head, heart, and hands are free, write to me,
and see then whether your letter will be long or
short ; but enough of this, let us talk of somewhat
else. '

Sallust, in his History of the Jugurthine war, has
introduced that rough soldier, C. Marius, haranguing
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the people like any philosopher. The following pas-
sage brought into my mind what you and I have often
had occasion to reflect on ; that our greatest wits are
beholden to the ancients for a great many of those
bright thoughts which give their readers so much
pleasure and admiration. Et profecto ita se res
habet : majorum gloria posteris lumen est, neque
bona neque mala eorum in occulto patitur. This
passage Mr. Addison has very handsomely grafted
into his tragedy of Cato :—

Thou must take heed, my Portius !

The world has all its eyes on Cato’s son.

Thy father’s merit sets thee up to view,

And shows thee in the fairest point of light,
To make thy virtues or thy faults conspicuous.

There is nothing new under the sun, Solomon
told us so a great while ago: he that should strike
into a vein of thinking entirely different from all who
have gone before him would be a prodigy. We
may borrow then, but let us take care to natu-
ralize our Greeks and Romans, to make them speak
English, and rather imitate than translate ; and see
to it, that what we take from them, be made to
fall in with, fit, and appear to be of a piece with
our own thoughts. Ben Jonson has rified the trea-
sures of all antiquity: but he bhas done it with so
much decency, so much like a gentleman, that I
dare say none of those great authors, were they to
know it, would take it amiss to be so robbed ; and I
dare engage not only for forgiveness, but applause
for any modern that shall do the like.

N 2
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Whether we have the ancients in view or not, yet,
if we follow nature as they did, the same thoughts
will arise in our minds as did in theirs on the like
occasions. How does Marius, or rather Sallust for
him, in the same speech, fall in with what it seems
the Elder Cato had said before him. ¢ Neque literas
Graecas didici. Parum placebat eas discere; quippe
quee ad virtutem doctoribus nihil profuerunt. For
thus says our poetic countryman, Mr. Pope, in his
prologue to the above cited tragedy.

With honest scorn the first famed Cato viewed
Rome learning arts from Greece, whom she’d subdued.

The enamoured Salmacis, in Ovid, has the following
words in her warm address to her beloved stranger.

Qui te genuere beati :
Et frater felix, et fortunata profecto
Si qua tibi soror est, et quee dedit ubera nutrix.
Sed longé cunctis, longé que beatior illis,
Siqua tibi sponsa est; si quam dignabere teedd.

If you look into the queen of Sheba’s compliment
to king Solomon, you will find the same kind of ideas
presented themselves to her mind, who was as much
in love with the king of Israel’s wisdom, as the poet
makes the nymph to be with Hermaphroditus’s person.
Happy, says the admiring princess, are thy men,
happy are these, thy servants, who stand continu-
ally before thee, and hear thy wisdom. Had she
been as much a lover as the other was, the same
nature that dictated both these speeches would have
prompted her to add, happy, much more happy will
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that princess be whom thou shalt vouchsafe to make
thy bride.

According to our best chronologers Homer and
Solomon flourished at the same time. If we suppose
these gentlemen to have hit right, one would be
almost tempted to think that the poet, who was a
gentleman and a traveller, had made a visit to the
sapient king, that he resided for a considerable time
at his court, and that by frequent converse their
style and sentiments were become common to each
other. So great a likeness is there between Homer’s
moral sentences (in which that poet abounds) and
Solomon’s Proverbs. This similitude is so plain,
that I could not but take notice of it upon my first -
reading him, though I had then seen none of his
commentators. Several such passages I marked with
a dash of my pen as I went along. For example
—But hold—I have poured in so many quotations.
upon you already, that were I to add more, you
would be quite overwhelmed. If I find you relish.
what you have seen, you shall have Greek and serip-
ture enough in my next. I have detained you so
long, that I dare say you will not think I was in &
hurry to subscribe myself :

Your sincere Friend and humble Servant,

N. Woop.
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TO MR. BRADLEY.

DEAR 8IR, Oct. 5, 1726,
MR. Crark is the pastor of a dissenting congre-
gation at St. Albans; he married about two years
ago, and has a daughter about ten months’old. I
did not hear of her being yet disposed of. Her fa-
ther told me he intended her for a minister’s wife ;
and if she has taken up with a secular man, I pity
her misfortune. There is a Mr. Wood who lives in
the same town, and preaches to a small congregation
in' a neighbouring village : he married a widow with
- several children; one of the daughters was my par-
ticular friend, and till breeding spoiled her, a most
elegant woman ; she married Mr. Beaumont, who I
suppose to be the person you inquire after. I have
been acquainted with him several years, and know
him to be a man of character. _

The best news I bring from the great city is, that
there is no news at all! I thank you for passing
over that jarring string which is now as full of
discord as it was once of harmony. It is my happi-
ness that I can live without such music, so that I do
not touch it once a month. I am sorry, sir, that we
have so much reason to complain of the badness of
the world; but I hope that you, sir, will teach me
the most probable method of mending it : for there
is none to whose instructions I could listen with
greater pleasure, or a more just expectation of im-
provement. It would be happy for me if you were
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as willing to attempt it, as you are able to effect it;
but you are so invincibly tenacious of that excellent
sermon which I have been begging with so much
importunity that I own I am ready to wish that your
vast stock of judgment, wit, learning, and politeness
had been lodged in 2 more generous hand.

I intend to come and spend a few days under
your tuition at Stamford ; and if honest solid argu-
ment will not prevail, I will then tumn thief, and
secretly purloin a whole pocket full of your compo-
gitions rather than be deprived of the pleasure of
perusing them, and so look to yourself, and to

Your humble Servant,

PuiLip DopbDRIDGE.

FROM THE REV. MR. HUGHES.

DEAR SIR, From my Cell, Oct. 29, 17%6.
ON account of my misfortunes, my spirits are quite
broken with grief. Inthe elegant language of scrip-
ture, “ my way is hedged up with thorns.” My tickets
are all come up blanks'—and the only comfort I
have, is to observe that I am pitied by my friends.
My grief will not allow me to say any thing more,
but that I am with greater propriety than ever,

HEeracLiTUS.

P.S. Pray administer some consolation.
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* TO THE REV. MR. HUGHES,

November 6, 1726.-
I HAVE just been looking over the account which my
dear Atticus gives me of his misfortune in the late
most disadvantageous lottery. I will not remind
him how many more were as unfortunate as himself,
since to a man of his temper it would be rather
an aggravation of affliction than a relief. And yet
your own Pliny says, that when he was in danger
of being destroyed by the eruption of Mount Vesu-
vius, which proved fatal to his learned uncle,
“ Possem gloriari,—nisi me cum omnibus, omnia
mecum perire misero, magno tamen mortalitatis so-
latio credidissem,” 1. vi. ep. 20, which is so odd
a sentiment for a man of his singular humanity,
that I could not forbear quoting it for your opi-
nion. However, my good friend, I offer you no
such miserable consolation. No—Were I to speak
of others as concerned in the same adventure, I
would rather suggest, that it is possible Providence
may have ordered the wheel so, that while you seem
to be neglected, other persons of a like worthy cha-
racter, but in more necessitous circumstances, may
be relieved. It is possible, that in consequence of
your drawing a blank, some honest family may. have
been preserved from ruin: or perhaps Providencé
directed the prize, which had otherwise been yours,
to some unthankful creature, who had never hitherto
been sensible of its bounty, but by so apparent an
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interposition in his favour, is now awakened to know
and to adore its munificence ; and is thus engaged to
consecrate, not only this new acquisition, but all
his former possessions, to the honour of God, and
the benefit of mankind. If this should be the case,
‘the world would receive greater advantage from his
success, than it could have done from yours, as you
already possess the riches of the mind, and would
have laid out but little more than the value of your .
prize in works of generosity and charity. Not to
say that this happy adventurer, on this supposition,
has gained the pleasure of a virtuous life, and a
happy immortality, by the little damage which you
have sustained.

You may imagine, that your loss is a misfortune
to your friends ; but, perhaps, it is upon the whole
a happiness. Providence might know, that I in
particular, had not attained to such a strength of
virtue, as to be able to bear such an accession to
my fortune, as would have been the consequence of
your getting one of the golden numbers ; and so may
have assigned it to others, whose friends are more
fit to receive the advantage; if so, we ought not
only to be contented, but thankful. L

I may more certainly add, that with relation to
yourself, your heavenly Father, in his abundant
wisdom and goodness, meant you kindly by this
disappointment. Perhaps he saw that so tender and
so complaisant a temper was not sufficiently pre-
pared to withstand the temptations of a plentiful
fortune ; and that you might have grown too fond
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of the world, had it opened so many new charms
for your entertainment, and have been less mindful
of that glorious end, towards which you are advancing
in so pleasant a way. Yet, who knows that the way
would in fact have been more pleasant to you?
More of the external ornaments of life you would
certainly have had, but not with equal certainty,
more inward content. Providence, no doubt, intends
. by this dispensation, to teach you to moderate your
expectations ; to submit to disappointments; to con-
tract your regards for this life, and transfer them to
the glories of a future state, and the durable riches
which you will then possess. And if this divine
temper be improved in your mind, by the loss of a
few pounds, believe me, my dear Atticus, it will
contribute more to promote the happiness of your
life, than the gain of so many hundreds or thou-
sands. . :

Perhaps you will tell me, what I verily believe,
that nothing in this affair is so afflictive to you as
that you are deprived of the pleasure of doing good.
But, I need not tell you, that in all our acts of
benevolence we ought not so much to regard the
present indulgence of natural feeling as the appro-
bation of God and the reward of a future state.
Now God beholds the secret generosity of your soul,
your tender compassion for those who are in misery,
your hearty desire to relieve them; and your affec-
tionate prayers to the fountain of benevolence to
communicate to them those seasonable supplies which
it is not in the power of your own hand to bestow ;
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and he has particularly been acquainted with all
the generous projects you had formed for the public
good, on the supposition of the success of your late
adventure. Now you know that he does as graci-
ously approve you, and will as bountifully reward
you, for these honest and liberal intentions, as he
would have done for their actual execution, had he
given you an opportunity to realize them.

And as such generosity of soul, acting in propor-
tion to present circumstances, is equally agreeable to
God, and will produce as gracious a harvest in a
future state, so it is attended with a considerable
degree of the satisfaction at present. You may now
perhaps give a shilling, with as true an overflowing
of soul, and almost as much joy too, as you would
give a guinea if you were twenty times as rich.
For as we are much impressed by present objects,
the satisfaction which we find in the performance of
a generous action towards any determinate person
seems to be in proportion to the degree of pleasure
which we imagine he will find in receiving the
benefit. )

Now a virtuous and generous person rejoices in
the favour that is done to him, not merely according
to the value of the benefit abstractedly considered, but
according to the degree of moral beauty which is to be
found in the act of conferring it: and this in a great
measure is sure to be estimated by a consideration
of the circumstances of the benefactor. Therefore
a man may receive ‘a shilling from you now, with
almost as much pleasure as he could receive a
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pound, were you twenty times as rich; and therefore
you may in this sense bestow as much. Q.E.D.

Perhaps I have been a little too abstruse in my
reasoning upon this head, but I think there is some
meaning at the bottom, and my assertion is confirmed
by my own experience ; for I have found as exquisite
a pleasure in receiving some little services from my
friends, when attended with circumstances of gene-
rosity and endearment, as I ever did in any of greater
importance. And it seems to be the thought of
Solomon, when he says, “ The desire of a man is
his kindness.” :

After what I have said with relation to your loss,
I must tell you, that I am heartily glad, you are
more successful in the far nobler pursuits of learn-
ing and virtue. I have much to say as to other
particulars, but you see, that I have but just left
myself room to add that I am-

Your most affectionate

HorTENSIUS.

——

TO MR. WRIGHT.

REVEREND SIR, - Nov. 18, 1726.
I xNow the value of your time too well to spend a
great many words merely in acknowledging your
favours. It would, indeed, be a most ungrateful
return to rob you of that precious treasure merely
because you have proved yourself one of the best
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of my friends; and therefore, sir, I will endeavour
to conquer my strong propensity, to speak out of the
abundance of my heart; and only beg that you will
always believe I esteem and love you as any other
person of common sense and gratitude would.

I would beg.the favour of you to send me a few
more books, which-I will direct Mr. Chantry to call
for. You were pleased to indulge me in a liberty I
took of soliciting you upon the account of some of
my friends. I therefore take this opportunity of
telling you that Mr. Davison of Hinckley gives his
service to you, and desires that you will send him a
parcel, which Mr. Chantry will call for when he
comes for mine. I perceive he has not the happi-
ness of being acquainted with you, and has been
but little at London. If you knew him, I am sure
I need not say any thing to recommend him to your
esteem ; he is allowed to be by far the most con-
siderable scholar amongst the dissenting ministers in
these parts, and has therefore been very much urged
to undertake the care of an academy. He has the
most happy address both in the pulpit and in con-
versation, and is very remarkable for prudence,
candour, generosity, and a great many other amiable
qualities; so that we rejoice in his settlement amongst
us. I know, sir, you will take a peculiar pleasure
in obliging a person of such a character. His own
circumstances are sufficiently plentiful, but he has
a great many poor people in his congregation, which
increases considerably under his care, so that I



- 190 DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE

apprehend a donation from the charity will be very
seasonable among them.

I continue to board with Mrs. Jennings, and think
myself exceedingly happy in such a companion and
friend. Her daily conversation is one of the most
delightful entertainments of my life. In her I see
4 most amiable and instructive example of all the
branches of the Christian temper which can be visi-
ble to the eyes of our fellow creatures, and combined
with these are uncommon sprightliness and wit, so-
lidity of judgment and delicacy of taste. Her circum-
stances are but narrow, for she has only fifty pounds
a year to maintain herself, four children, and a
servant ; but she manages with a great deal of de-
cency and frugality, and seems perfectly content with
what she has, and cheerful in the assurance of the
Divine care: I am every day so much indebted to
her generosity and goodness, that all the service I
can possibly do her is most justly at her command.
In my present circumstances I can but just make
shift to maintain myself, and can only serve some of
my friends, by recommending them to others. You,
sir, have peculiarly obliged me by your favour te
my sister, in what you gave to my brother-in-law;
and I do earnestly beg, that if you have any share
in the distribution of charities left to the widows. or
orphans of dissenting ministers, good Mrs. Jennings
and her family may be remembered.

T do not expect many letters from you, but should
be glad of a few words in answer to this; and desire
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that you would then inform me what Lexicon you find
most useful for the Hebrew Bible and Greek Testa-
ment : at present I have only Passel and Buxtorf. I
have the satisfaction of hearing of you very often
when ministers and other friends pass through Har-
borough, in their return to London ; and it is with a
great deal of pleasure that I find persons of very
different characters and sentiments agree in speaking
respectfully of Mr. Wright. Not, sir, that I imagine
that you, who are “filled with self-possessing joys,”
can feel any great regard to the applause or censure
of others ; but as I apprehend the heart may find its
own happiness in the esteem of a person of your
character, who can tell but there may be some
secret self-interest in this which I am so ready to
take for a concern for the public; since it so ap-
parently reflects an honour on me, that such a per-
son will allow me to call him my friend! Let me
entreat you to express this friendship, by praying for
me, and then I hope that I shall daily become more
worthy to enjoy it.
I am, Reverend Sir,

Your most obliged and most humble Servant,

Puirie DopDRIDGE.
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TO MR. TONG.

REVEREND SIR, Nov. 15, 1726.
THE last time I had the happiness of seeing you in
town you gave me a great many obliging and conde-
scending assurances of your friendship. I bave now
an occasion of applying to you, which did not then
recur to my thoughts.

Mr. Wilson, of Bethnal Green, meeting me one day
at the Amsterdam coffee-house, after many civilities,
which seemed very surprising from a stranger as he
then was to me, gave himself the trouble of inquiring
into my circumstances at Kibworth ; and wondering
that we had no exhibition from the Presbyterian fund,
though we had five pounds a year from the Indepen-
dent, he promised to make a motion at the next
meeting that some allowance might be granted us
from the former. I should not have presumed to
propose this myself, not being in pressing necessity,
but certainly should be very glad if the point should
be carried, and should think myself very much
obliged to you, sir, in particular, if you would please
to second the motion, if upon the whole you think it
convenient. Our subscription alone cannot amount
to above twenty-six pounds a year, and though a
single man may subsist tolerably well upon that, if
he manage with prudence and frugality, yet you must
be aware, sir, that he can afford to lay out but little
in books, or in the relief of the poor of the congrega-
tion, among whom he might probably be more useful
if he eould supply them in their necessities. I might
further add, that as the present support of the minister
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at Kibworth depends upon a few persons, most of
them advanced in years, and likely to continue but
a little while, which would make your assistance so
much the more seasonable. However, sir, after all,
I refer it to your consideration, and should be far
from desiring any supply which cannot be obtained
without the prejudice of others, whose necessities
may be more urgent. I hope I have devoted myself,
and my all, to God, and am very well contented with
my present circumstances, though I would not be
neglectful of any proper method by which they may
be rendered more comfortable ; and I might have a
probable prospect of being more useful. Whether
Mr. Tong second this motion, drop, or oppose it,
I shall firmly believe that he acts upon the best
motives, and that he is my hearty and very valuable
friend, though he may not think fit to express his
friendship in this particular way. May God always
enable me to trust my affairs with Him as cheerfully
as I can commit them to human friends of such a
character as yours.

Mr. Some, Mr. Arthur, Mrs. Jennings, Mr. King,
Mrs. Freeman, and their families are well, and give
their most humble service to you. We all heartily
pray for the continuance of your life and usefulness,
and desire a share in your remembrance at the throne
of Grace. Iam with the most grateful sense of your
former favours, Reverend Sir,

Your most obliged and most obedient Servant,

PaiLre DopbpRIDGE.
VOL. II. o
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TO THE REV. MR. MORELL,

REVEREND SIR, November 5, 1726.
Your goodness confines me to one form of beginning
my letters; and I must, as usual, heartily thank you
for your repeated favours. You are so ready to
assist and oblige me, that you anticipate my requests,
and almost my wishes. I had been a little thought-
ful a few weeks ago upon account of a failure in
our moderate subscription at Kibworth, which was
twenty-eight pounds a year, and is fallen to twenty-
six by death and other accidents; and I was pro-
mising myself that some time or another I would
take an opportunity of acquainting Mr. Morell with
it. But I could not for shame think of writing so
soon after I had waited upon him at Hampstead, and
received so generous a supply from him there; and
now, sir, you send me a present which more than
answers the deficiency of this year and the next. It
is with a great deal of difficulty that I restrain
myself from a more copious acknowledgment than
your business would admit, or the freedom of your
temper would easily bear; but, in one word, I beg
you to believe, that I entertain a most respectful
sense of your goodness.

Good Mrs. Jennings sends her humble service to
you, and her thanks for your kind remembrance;
and indeed, sir, I think myself exceedingly obliged
to you for this valuable instance of your kindness
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to her. I have still the happiness to continue with
her, and am every day obliged to her for a most
engaging generosity and friendship. I pay her eigh-
teen guineas a year, and she will not give me leave
to raise my price, because she thinks it as much as
I can conveniently afford; and yet by the manner
in which she treats me, I might suppose that I were
a very profitable boarder, upon whom the sustenance
of half the famlly depended.

Were 1 in the most plentxful circumstances it
would be one of the most agreeable entertainments
of my life to find out ways of being serviceable to
her; but as it is otherwise, I heartily rejoice and
bless God for it, that she has a friend in you, whe
can do that for her which I can only wish. I assure
you, sir, that as far as I know her circumstances,
she has received more of this kind of assistance
from you, than from any other person, either in town
or country, since the death of my dear tutor. She
always speaks of you, with a very just sense of the
value of your character and friendship, and would
rejoice in any opportunity of paying you the civi-
lities of her house, if Providence should call you
our way.

It is my hearty desire that your life and your
vigour may be long continued, that the richest bless-
ings may attend you in all your personal and domestic
concernments, and above all, that you may have the
satisfaction to see the life and energy of religion
prevailing in your own congregation, which I am

o2
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sure. would be the greatest pleasure that earth could:
afford you.
. I beg the continuance of your friendship, and am,

Reverend Sir,

Your most obliged and obedient Servant,

Puivie DopprIDGE.

TO CLIO.

MY DEAR CLIO, November 23, 1726.
I was impatient of your long silence, but not at all
angry, for I know you so well, that I will continue to
believe that you sincerely love me, till you expressly
tell me that you do not. Judge how well I love you,
when I am beginning to write you a letter as I hear
the watchman cry, “ Past one o'clock, and a frosty
morning !” But methinks, my dear creature, I rejoice
in all this inconvenience, which may increase the
evidence of the sincerity of my affection. ‘

To-morrow I wait upon Mr. Warren to Northamp-
ton: with what an additional pleasure should I go,
if I could hope to meet my Clio there! It is a fond
kind of thought, and you will perhaps laugh at it,
but I assure you it is a fact, that I love my horse
the better since he had the honour to carry you.
The Turks of rank dismiss the camel that bears the.
Alcoran on their pilgrimage to Mecca, but were I as’
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rich as the Grand Signior, I would never dismiss this
horse while he was in a capacity to serve me, be-
cause when I am alone on a journey, it affords me
the melancholy pleasure of looking back, and think-
ing where you sat. Oh, that I could as easily
recollect all you said! Methinks T should then
seldom want any other company, for I could hear
nothing more agreeable, and every time it recurred
to my mind I should find some new beauties which
I had not before discovered.

You tell me you are in a great deal of trouble,
but do not relate the particulars; if it be a love
affair, know your own importance, and immediately
make yourself easy by choosing a more worthy per-
son from that crowd of admirers who always surround
you ; or rather pursue those pious and generous sen-
timents which you express in your charming letter;
and as your heart is too valuable for any creature,
consecrate it to the only Being in whom it will be a
condescension to receive it.

You tell me Mr. Whittingham is going to be mar-
ried to save his lady’s life! I do not wonder that
a lady may talk a little of death, and choose to spoil
her complexion by a few restless nights, to secure so
agreeable a companion for future nights and days;
but I admire his generosity and consistency, and
persuade myself that heaven will reward him for such
heroic virtue! I do not apprehend my lady’s life to
be in any great danger, nor her lover's either; and
yet for ought I know, I may be married too; and
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then I am credibly informed it will quickly be in
jeopardy, but I am so exceeding cold at this present
moment, that I am no more concerned about it than
I was when the prediction was uttered.

You tell me you admire Mr. Hughes’s preaching,
and I am heartily glad to hear it, for I have so high
an esteem for him, and for you, that I like both the
better for this approbation. It is impossible to ex-
press my esteem for him, but I do not at all wonder
at it, since it is chiefly owing to my conversation
with him, that I am able to write what it does not
disgust my Clio to read, and to tell her with any
tolerable decency how much I am

Her most humble Admirer and obedient Servant,

CELADON.

I read your postscript with peculiar pleasure,
because it informs me that you are grown fat. I
heartily rejoice in whatever is agreeable to yourself,
and is an indication of returning health and tran-
quillity, only I most earnestly beg, that you will take
a prudent care of that most elegant shape, which,
methinks, should ever remain unchanged.
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TO MR. HUGHES,

MY DEAR FRIEND, November 23, 1726.

I HEARTILY thank you for your most obliging and
entertaining letter. It is a folly, and yet methinks,
when I consider the good sense, the sprightliness,
the fine feeling, and the friendship which breathe in
every line, I may complain that the sheets are so small,
and wish that you would write on royal paper, and
use as many abbreviations as possible. I thank you
for the verses you are to send me. I am exceedingly
charmed with them, but must defer a more particular
criticism till I have seen them! I do not intend that
remark for flattery, nor merely for the wild stare of
humour, for I know your manner of writing so well,
that I can form a tolerable judgment of them before -
they come to my hand, and am as sure they are
entertaining, as I am that they are yours.

I have not forgotten my engagement about Scott
and Mr. Jennings’s Divinity, but Mr. Benyon is gone
into Scotland, and I believe he has taken Scott with
him. Mr. Walford, who was beginning his course
with Mr. Jennings a little before his death, is come
to Harborough ; and as I am to read over pneuma-
tology and divinity to him, I cannot spare a copy
of either till after Lady Day. I am in too much
haste, to send you the rules of short hand, short as
they are. I admire your essay exceedingly, and
would never send you one of my own, were it not
that I am sure that from your genius it may receive
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considerable improvement, and that, if there be any
thing valuable in it, it will be peculiarly agree-
able to you, not only as I am your most affectionate
friend, but as I am a writer whom you have con-
tributed to form. Go onm, my dear friend, still to
improve me by your inimitable letters and sermons,
and you will be secure of this, that as I shall be
growing still more worthy of your friendship, so I
shall still set the greater value upon it ; for the wiser
and better a being I am myself, the more charms
shall I discern in my friend.

I am yours most affectionately,
P. DoppripsE.

Tuesday, one o'clock in the morning.

How well must I esteem a friend that keeps me
out of a warm bed, in such cold weather, at so late
an hour. ‘

Mrs. Jennings, and twenty other friends at Har-
borough, who are acquainted with your name, give
their service to you and long to see you.

Mrs. Hannah Clark sends me word that she
heard you preach at St. Albans the last time she
was there, and that it was as brilliant a sermon as
she ever met with in her life.  What right have you
to charm my female friends! It is well that your
reputation is as dear to me as my own, or else I
know not how I should have borne it, and yet, how
could you help it. To speak seriously,.I should
have little opinion of a woman whom you did not
charm!
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TO MR. JOHN MASSEY,

DEAR SIR, Nov. 20, 1726.
I HEARTILY thank you and am exceedingly obliged
to you for so speedy an answer to my last, and for
the pains you have taken in transcribing the valuable -
memoir of your late brother. I read it with incom-
parable pleasure as being, not only the undoubted
evidence of the grace of God in his own heart,
but as the probable means of awakening religious
impressions in others, who, when they review it,
will necessarily form a most delightful idea of the
excellent friend whom we have lost. Let it be our
care to improve it as an additional engagement, most
diligently to cultivate those gracious dispositions
which appear so amiable in him, that so we may
be prepared for the enjoyment of his society in that
state of supreme felicity where he shines in new
~ beauties of character, far superior to those which the
most intimate, or the most ardent of his friends, could
discover while he blessed our lower world.

You urge me to send you some directions upon
the management of your studies. It argues a true
generosity of soul, to desire knowledge, and a great
deal of humility to suppose that I am capable of
giving you any assistance in its pursuit. I might very
justly excuse myself from the task by pleading my
own incapacity to suggest any thing which a person
of so much good sense, and so large an acquaintance
with books and things, will not easily meet with, to



202 DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE.

much greater advantage in reading or contemplation.
But, lest you should think this, only a civil way of
declining the trouble of writing, I will offer such
plain hints as occur to my thoughts at present, for I
had rather of the two, that you should censure my
weakness, or if you please my vanity, in so readily
yielding to your request, than that you should sus-
pect me of an unwillingness to give it. Nay, I will
honestly confess, that I have a little self-interest in
the affair, as I hope to receive some considerable
advantage by submitting my thoughts to your exa-
mination and correction. I beg, therefore, that you
will send me your free sentiments upon every parti-
cular, so that if a friend, who really needs assistance,
should ask my advice hereafter, I may suppress
what Mr. Massey condemns, and propose the rest
with the greater confidence when it has passed the
approbation of so judicious a critic.

I am going to open a magnificent palace, of which
I myself have as yet taken but a transient survey,
without visiting half the apartments, or examining’
half the curiosities contained in either. But when I
consider how rich the furniture is, and how exquisite
a relish you have for the entertainment it contains,
methinks I am afraid you should grow too fond of
it, and therefore, sir, I must earnestly entreat you
to endeavour to bring your studies under such regu-
lations as that they may not be injurious to your
health, your business, or your devotion.

I do not apprehend your constitution to be athletic,
and if you should bear hard upon it by too close an
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attention to books, the consequence would probably
be, that, as soon as you had begun to adjust your
ideas, and to fix your schemes for your future employ-
ment of life, you would find yourself incapable of
prosecuting them, and must languish away the
remainder of your days in an absence from your
books, when a small acquaintance with them had
made you sensible of their external charms, and
perhaps allured you to expect a great deal more
satisfaction in them than you would ever in fact
have found. I may add, that by impairing your
health you would become, in a great measure, unfit
for that other sphere of life in which Providence has
placed you.

Let us remember, my dear and prudent friend,
that we are to place our point of life, not in an
attempt to know or do every thing, which will cer-
tainly be as unsuccessful as it is extravagant, but in
a care to do that well, which Providence has assigned
us in our peculiar sphere. As I am a minister, I
could not answer it to God or my own conscience, if
I were to spend a great deal of time in studying
the depths of the law, or in the more entertaining,
though less useful pursuit of a nice criticism of
classical writers. I would not entirely be a stranger
to these things, and there are twenty others I would
just look into, although each of them alone, or
indeed any single branch of either, might be the
employment of a much longer life than I can imagine
Providence has assigned to me, and should I suffer
my few sheep in the wilderness to go astray, in an
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ignorance of their Bible, and in a stupid neglect of
their eternal salvation, while I was too busy to
reclaim them—God would call it but laborious idle-
ness, and I must give up my account with shame
and confusion.

The thought, my friend, may be applied with a
very little variation to you. It is in the capacity of
"a tradesman that you are to serve your family and
country, and in them, your God; and therefore,
although I would not have so fine a genius discou-
raged from entertaining itself with the refined plea-
sures of a student, yet it would be imprudence
towards yourself, and an injury to the world, to
spend so much time in your closet as to neglect your
warehouse, and to be so taken up with volumes of
Philosophy, History, Poetry, or Divinity, as to forget
‘to look into your Ledger. Above all, sir, let it be
your constant concern that study may not interfere
with devotion, nor engross that valuable time which
should be consecrated to the immediate service of
your God !'—God is the father of our spirits, and it is
‘upon His sacred influence that they depend for an
improvement in knowledge as well as in holiness.
Now if we are abandoned by Him, our genius will
‘flag, and all our thoughts become languid and con-
fused, and it will be in vain that we seek the assist-
‘ance of books, for when He ceases to act by them, the
most sprightly writers will appear dull, the most per-
spicuous obscure, and the most judicious trifling ;
whereas, if we entertain a continual regard to Him
in the constant exercise of lively devotion, we shall
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engage His assistance and blessing in our studies,
and then our success will quickly appear to ourselves-
and to others; the most difficult task will be easy, and
we shall dispatch more in an hour, than we could
otherwise have done in a day.

But what is still more desirable, when we are con-
versing with God, we are preparing for that world of
light where our capacity will be most gloriously
improved ; where we shall be surrounded by the
wisest-and best society, who will be opening daily
new. scenes of knowledge, and where God will reveal
fresh objects by a more direct influence upon our
spirits than any which we have hitherto known in
our brightest or serenest moments. Let us be dili-
gent. and zealous in the service of our God, and we
shall be excellent scholars a thousand years hence !
while those who have made the greatest improve-
ment in human knowledge, while they have lived in-
the neglect of God, are forgotten, or rather, are
consigned to the gloom of everlasting darkness. Let
us remember that by every hour which we unduly
take from God, to givé to our books, we forfeit
some degree of future happiness, which might have
been the reward of that hour had we spent it aright.
And when we consider that knowledge is a part of
the happiness of heaven, we shall certainly find that,
in the long run, we lose a great deal more than we
gain by such sacrilegious encroachments, even though
our studies should succeed much more prosperously
than we have reason to expect.
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My thoughts have led me much further in the
prosecution of these hints than I at first intended ;
but I hope their importance will supersede an apo-
logy. I thought to have added a word or two of
advice upon that part of the subject which I suppose
you would expect me to touch upon: as the Lan-
guages, the Classics, the Scriptures, Logic, Natural
Philosophy, and particularly Astronomy and Anatomy,
Jewish and Christian antiquities, civil and ecclesi-
astical History, and the foundation of Ethicks; these
I mention, not in the order in which they should be
studied, but just as they come into my head. I pro-
pose in time to send you my thoughts on each of
these heads, and perhaps may add some general ad-
vice upon the improvement of time ; but ¢ these,” as
we say in the pulpit, “ must be reserved to another
opportunity,” which I hope will quickly arrive. In
the mean time give my hearty service to your whole
family, whom I sincerely value and love, particularly
to Mr. and Mrs. Massey.

I am, Dear Sir, yours,

With the sincerest affection and respect,

PuiLip DoDpDRIDGE.
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TO MR. HUGHES.

* DEAR ANTIOCHUS, November 25, 1726.
YEsTERDAY about eight in the morning I received
yours by the post, and a quarter of an hour after-
wards the parcel of books you sent so long ago by
the carrier. You have already my hearty thanks for
them. I am very affectionately concerned for the
variety of misfortune which you so pathetically and
beautifully represent. I will not say it would be
worth one’s while to bear them, that one might learn
so to describe them, lest you should upbraid me
with what you wittily call my darling sin. Oh
that no other pressed more insupportably upon my
soul! but this I will add, without any fear of so
unjust and unkind an imputation, that a person of
your character will find at last, that all the paths of
God have been goodness and truth; and that in all
the disappointments and calamities of life, God has
dealt with his servants according to his word.

I am much concerned to hear of the death of good
Mrs. Lomax, which I consider to be a much greater
misfortune to my dear Antiochus than any unlucky
turn in the wheel at Guildhall. Ever since I read
your letter I have been considering how I might do
you any service in the present exigencies of your
affairs : now it happens that there are two chaplain-
ships vacant in our neighbourhood. The one Mrs.
Harcourt’s at Duffield, which you know much better
than I; the other at Thorpe, I think, in Cambridge-
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shire, where Sir Francis St. John has a seat. He is
a man of good sense, and has one of the finest
libraries in these parts, particularly the best editions
of the classics. These would be as free to you as
your own study at Childwick. There has been some
talk of Mr. Sage’s going there, but I believe the
present state of his health will hardly admit it; so
that it is highly probable you may have it in your
option. Mr. Some and Mr. Gutteridge have great
influence there, and it is by them that you must
make an-application. The thought was first pro-
posed to me by good Mrs. Jennings, who loves you
a great deal better than your modesty will permit
you to believe. She gives her hearty service to you,
and earnestly desires you to come down to Har-
borough, and accept of the accommodation of her
house for a few weeks, till the affair be determined.
You will here have an opportunity of diverting your-
self with the company of a great many very agreeable
friends of good sense, politeness, and qualities of
temper beyond what I have ordinarily met with. I
entreat you by all the tenderness of friendship, to
come; and lest that should be any hinderance, will
most cheerfully defray the charges of your journey,
which, if you come on horseback, cannot be great.
You will have our company, my chamber, my books,
my purse, as freely as you ever could your own, nor
would you question it if you knew how entirely you.
command in my heart. Yes, my dear Antiochus, I
esteem you more than I can express. Your society
would add a new relish to every enjoyment of life;




OF DR. DODDRIDGE. 209

and to say as much as I possibly can, I am per-
suaded I shall take as much pleasure in serving you
as you could in serving me. If you come down on
horseback, you may with very small expense send
back your horse after next week ; and in the mean
time Mr. Some will most willingly let it run in his
close till the carrier return. Poor David is in greater
danger from melancholy, than from any other distem-
per;